Week 32

PHASE 3: MEDITATING ON THE MYSTERIES

his week, we will meditate on a piece of sacred
T art depicting the Annunciation: Henry Ossawa
Tanner’s The Annunciation, painted in 1898 and
located in the Philadelphia Museum of Art.

The Joyful Mysteries in Art After taking a moment to collect your thoughts and
lift your mind to God, prayerfully gaze upon the
THE ANNUNCIATION . -

image, noticing what catches your eye and what
intrigues you. Below are points of reflection to assist
in your meditation.

The Annunciation by Henry Ossawa Tanner (1898), Philadelphia Museum of Art




Make It Your Own

What stood out to you about your Rosary experience this week?

Reflection and Contemplation

« This painting differs from the many

depictions of the Annunciation
(Luke 1:26-38), where Our Lady
looks regal, in the manner of a

queen. Here, she appears ordinary.

Why do you think the artist painted
her this way?

Gabriel is shown simply as a ray of

light. Tanner seems to emphasize

that angels are pure spirits. How
do you think you would react upon

seeing an angel?

Some have noted that the ray of light
and the shelf behind it intersect to
form the shape of a cross. The red

tapestry in Mary’s room might make

us think of Christ’s Passion since

red is used in the Liturgy on Good

Friday. How is the Cross present in
the Incarnation?

Notice that the linens and the rug

are messy. The artist does this

on purpose. As we know from

Scripture, the Holy Family’s life was
not without difficulty. Is God’s will
for our lives always neat and tidy?

Look at Mary’s face. What does it
say? How does she conduct herself?

When we look at the painting as a

whole, it is amazing to think the

Incarnation took place at this poor,

simple home. But isn’t this often
how God works?

The Rosary in a Year is a daily podcast, produced by Ascension and hosted
by Fr. Mark-Mary Ames, CFR. It takes Catholics on a journey to form a
lasting habit of prayer and gain tools to enter more deeply into meditation
on the lives of Jesus and Mary through the Rosary. This bulletin was

adapted from the podcast and materials that complement the podcast.
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