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THE PRESENTATION

Week 35

This week, we will meditate on a piece of sacred 
art depicting the Presentation in the Temple 

(see Luke 2:22–38): Simeon’s Song of Praise, painted 
by Dutch artist Aert de Gelder in the early 1700s.

After taking a moment to collect your thoughts and 
lift your mind to God, prayerfully gaze upon the 
image, noticing what catches your eye and what 
intrigues you. Below are points of reflection to assist 
in your meditation.

Simeon’s Song of Praise by Aert de Gelder (1700-1710), London



Scan the QR code to view The Rosary in a Year 
videos on the Ascension app. Download the 
prayer plan at https://tinyurl.com/2p8s69yd.
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Reflection and Contemplation
•	 This painting just focuses on Jesus, Our 

Lady, and the prophet Simeon. Why do 
you think the artist wanted to depict this 
moment in this way?

•	 Here, Simeon holds Jesus. Perhaps Mary 
knew of Simeon before she came to the 
Temple, but maybe not. And yet, she let 
Simeon hold him. How has Mary loved us as 
her children and given us her son?

•	 This joyful mystery also contains sorrow, 
as Simeon prophesies that both Mary and 
Jesus will suffer. How are our joyous events 
sometimes also mixed with sorrow? How 
can meditating on the Presentation help us 
in these moments?

•	 See how Jesus looks at Mary. He loves her so 
much, and yet she will greatly suffer. Why, 
in his deep love for her, does he not shield 
her from great suffering? Why does Jesus 
also not keep us from great suffering?

•	 If you look carefully, you can see another 
figure in the dark background. He has a 
quill in his hand and looks like he is writing. 
Could this be St. Luke, who is the only 
Evangelist to record this event in his Gospel? 
It is widely believed that Luke interviewed 
Mary while writing his text, and Mary told 
him about the events from Jesus’ childhood. 
How do you think Mary felt recounting this 
story to Luke?

•	 Simeon says Jesus is “a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles” (Luke 2:32). How does the 
artist portray this prophecy in the painting?

Make It Your Own
What stood out to you about your Rosary experience this week?
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