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Divided Klngdom Narrative: 2 Kings 8-16 | Supplemental: Hosea 8-14; Amos 1-9; Jonah 1-4; Micah 1-4;

Psalms 108-110, 122, 124, 138-139

THE REFRAIN OF THE ANCIENTS IS FOR US

City of Nineveh's fate awaits

We find a balance in this week’s
readings between the historical

narrative given in 2 Kings and the writings

of four different prophets. Although Israel
had known the activities of prophets

like Elijah and Elisha, a new movement
of prophets began to both follow God’s
instructions and write about it. The
writing prophets—such as Hosea, Amos,
and Isaiah—are an important element in
the development of God’s interaction with
his people. The inspired historical books
now can be read in conjunction with the
inspired writings of prophets.

« The readings from 2 Kings continue the stories of partial
obedience to God from the kings of Judah and significant
disobedience from the kings of Israel.

+ The repeated theme in Hosea is that God has blessed the
people abundantly, yet they offer his treasure to idols.

+ Hosea begs the people of Israel to turn from evil. Though
God’s faithfulness is unending, if people choose something
other than the Lord, he will let them go to what they
have chosen.

« Judah’s transgressions are found in Amos 2. The people reject
God and worship falsely. Amos calls them to true worship.

« Amos proclaims that the Lord takes no delight in the people’s
solemn assemblies because of (1) their failure to care for the
poor and (2) their idolatry with Jeroboam’s golden calves.

+ Today, those who live extravagantly may never witness
the poor’s needs, thus ignoring them and the injustices
they suffer.

« When God calls Jonah to preach repentance to a nation of
Israelite enemies, the prophet tries to reject the mission. Yet
God shows his love and care for all, Jews and Gentiles alike.

+ During Isaiah’s time, Micah is also serving God as a prophet.
Like the other prophets, he proclaims both judgment and
hope—God’s judgment if the people remain far from the Lord
but hope if they draw near to him.

« The constant refrain of the prophets is: “Return to the Lord
before it is too late” Their message remains ours today.



Dive Deeper

Today, reflect on the consistent call of the
prophets: Return to the Lord before it is too
late. Sometimes, returning to the Lord requires
a dramatic conversion. Often, though, it means
simply surrendering to God’s plan and seeking
to deepen your relationship with him every day

through prayer.

Ascension app, to get exclusive content, and to access transcripts
for every episode. Download the reading plan at https://media.
ascensionpress.com/category/ascension-podcasts/bibleinayear/

Bible Answers

Is the story of Jonah historical?

When God calls him to preach to Nineveh,
Jonah cannot stomach the task of speaking to
his ancestral enemy about God’s merciful love.
He flees on a ship and almost drowns, but God
rescues Jonah by sending a large fish to swallow
him. Jonah goes on to proclaim God’s Word

to Nineveh.

While many modern biblical scholars see the
book of Jonah as an allegory, a story, rather

than a recounting of actual historical events,

the Church takes no definitive position on this
matter. So Catholics are free to read Jonah either
as historical or as a story of how God deals
mercifully with everyone, even those who were
enemies of his people.

ANCIENT
PORTRAYAL OF
AN ISRAELITE

KING
This black limestone

obelisk honoring King
Shalmaneser llI, circa

825 B¢, is displayed in
the British Museum in
London.

The inscription
identifies one figure as
Jehu, son of Omri, an
Israelite king.
(See 2 Kings 9.)

The Bible in a Year is a daily podcast, produced by
Ascension and hosted by Fr. Mike Schmitz, where we
read the whole Bible following The Great Adventure
Bible-study program created by Jeff Cavins. This
bulletin was adapted from The Bible in a Year
Companion books that complement the podcast.
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