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Divided KingdomNarrative: 2 Kings 17 | Supplemental: Micah 5–7; Psalm 140

Exile Narrative: 2 Kings 18–23 | Supplemental: 2 Chronicles 29–34; Psalms 141, 143–145; Proverbs 7 and 8:1–21

Israel’s sins now culminate in its 
destruction by the Assyrian Empire 

as the “Divided Kingdom” period in The 
Bible in a Year transitions to the period of 
“Exile.” Moreover, Judah’s fate will not be 
far off when it falls to the Babylonians. 
The Bible emphasizes that all the Jewish 
people’s fate is connected directly to 
their rejection of God in favor of serving 
idols and sin. The same elements were 
factors in the cycle of sin and redemption 
throughout Judges. As always, hope in 
God’s mercy and redemption will be 
present after punishment.

•	 2 Kings 17 presents the fall of the northern kingdom of 
Israel, when the ten tribes are exiled by the Assyrians. 
That some Israelites remain (and others eventually return) 
and mix with Gentiles means that the ten tribes of the 
north become largely indistinguishable as a new group 
distinct from the two tribes of Judah. These people will 
become the Samaritans in the Gospels. 

•	 Judah and Benjamin will be exiled into Babylon, but they 
will return and resettle the land distinct from Gentiles.

•	 Hezekiah’s story in 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles teaches us 
that our history does not determine our future. Hezekiah’s 
father was Ahaz, one of the worst kings of Judah, but 
Hezekiah is one of the best kings. 

•	 While Hezekiah does not condemn Ahaz in 2 Kings or 2 
Chronicles, his actions undo all his father’s bad actions.

•	 Though he is a great king overall, Hezekiah becomes 
prideful in his last years.

•	  The books of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles contain 
stories of leaders and important people in the king’s 
house. Others in those times also are called to be faithful, 
regardless of what the kings do.

•	 The prophecy of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem is found in 
Micah 5: “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah ... from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel” 
(Micah 5:2). Micah is telling the people that they will be 
scattered, but from Bethlehem in Judah will come a ruler 
who will bring them back.

THEY REJECTED GOD AND ARE EXILED

The Walls of Samaria Breached  
by Assyrian Soldiers
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Scan the QR code to listen to the Bible in a Year podcast on the 
Ascension app, to get exclusive content, and to access transcripts 
for every episode. Download the reading plan at https://media.
ascensionpress.com/category/ascension-podcasts/bibleinayear/

The Bible in a Year is a daily podcast, produced by 
Ascension and hosted by Fr. Mike Schmitz, where we 
read the whole Bible following The Great Adventure 
Bible-study program created by Jeff Cavins. This 
bulletin was adapted from The Bible in a Year 
Companion books that complement the podcast.

Dive Deeper
Today, prayerfully reflect on these two questions: 
In what ways is the Lord calling me to give him my 
whole heart in worship? How can I get rid of the 
idols in my life and love God more fully?

Bible Answers
What is the remnant?

In Scripture, remnant refers to a small number of 
people who remain, usually after a devastating 
event. In the Old Testament, it is used for 
those who stayed in the Promised Land after 
its conquest.

In 930 bc, the united kingdom David established 
was divided. Eventually, due to infidelity to 
the Lord, both kingdoms would be conquered 
and exiled by foreign nations. In 722 bc, the 
Assyrians destroyed Israel, carrying away many 
people to other countries. A remnant was left 
behind. They would struggle to survive and 
continue to practice their faith. In 587 bc, the 
Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem, taking the 
educated and useful to Babylon. The remnant 
faced challenges, as the Temple and its sacrificial 
system had been destroyed.

THE BRONZE SERPENT

This image shows the bronze serpent God 
commanded Moses to construct. (See Numbers 21.)

By the time of the events of 2 Kings 18, however, 
the people were worshipping it. Consequently, King 

Hezekiah broke it into pieces.
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