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WHEN BOOKS OF THE BIBLE SIMPLY TEACH

The fall of Judah to the Babylonians and 
the resulting Babylonian Exile, recorded 

at the end of 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles, does 
not bring the story of God’s work with his 
people to a close. Second Chronicles ends 
with a note about the conqueror of the 
Babylonians, Cyrus of Persia, declaring that 
God instructed him to rebuild the Temple. 
The other readings this week take us to 
the period just after the fall of Israel to the 
Assyrians. The book of Tobit recounts the life 
of a faithful Israelite family living in Assyrian 
exile. Isaiah records the activities of a who 
warns about the destruction of Israel. 

•	 A central theme from Proverbs is that the foolish are 
always disconnected from God, whereas the wise see and 
value things correctly; they can hear the voice of the Lord.

•	 Isaiah, a major prophet, preaches primarily to Judah, the 
Southern Kingdom. His ministry spans the lives of at least 
four kings.

•	 Of the Lord’s universal kingdom, Isaiah writes,  “The 
mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established as 
the highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the 
hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, and many peoples 
shall come, and say: ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob’” (Isaiah 
2:2–3). This will be fulfilled in Jesus through the Church 
he establishes. 

•	 Tobit, from Israel, is faithful, performing corporal works of 
mercy, and continuing to worship even when Israel turns 
away from the Lord.

•	 Though Tobit is faithful to the Lord, he is exiled. 
Nonetheless, Tobit 1 and 2 says that no matter who or 
what surrounds us, we can always do what God asks us 
to do.

•	 We also read about the miraculous journey of Tobias with 
his angelic protector, Raphael. The angel helps Tobias find 
and secure his wife.

•	 Tobias and Sarah are an example of spouses who pray 
together. They praise God for his goodness, they treat each 
other well, and they grow old together in love.

The Tomb of King Cyrus in Iran
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Scan the QR code to listen to the Bible in a Year podcast on the 
Ascension app, to get exclusive content, and to access transcripts 
for every episode. Download the reading plan at https://media.
ascensionpress.com/category/ascension-podcasts/bibleinayear/

The Bible in a Year is a daily podcast, produced by 
Ascension and hosted by Fr. Mike Schmitz, where we 
read the whole Bible following The Great Adventure 
Bible-study program created by Jeff Cavins. This 
bulletin was adapted from The Bible in a Year 
Companion books that complement the podcast.

Dive Deeper
So many voices and distractions threaten our 
focus, but the Lord’s voice is the one we should 
pay attention to. Identify one thing in your life you 
can change this week to cut down on distractions 
and keep your eyes on the Lord—and then make 
that change!

Bible Answers
Did the events recorded in Tobit 
actually happen?

They are not necessarily historical, although the 
book of Tobit is set in a historical period—the 
time of the Assyrian exile. We do not know if 
Tobit, Tobias, or Sarah existed. The story of Tobit 
may be an account of actual events or a divinely 
inspired story that teaches theological truths.

We might think that a biblical book is true only 
if its contents are historically or scientifically 
accurate. But the author’s intent may not have 
been to write history. The stories in Tobit are 
meant to teach.  We must try to discover the 
author’s intention in order to see the truths 
he is trying to convey. The book of Tobit is 
inerrant and divinely inspired because it is in the 
Scripture canon.

The wedding night of Tobias and Sarah 
by Jan Steen
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