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GOD’S GOODNESS CAN FOLLOW CONSEQUENCES

This week’s readings reveal the 
consequences of the people’s sins and 

rebellion as well as God’s assurances that 
redemption can follow punishment. Ezekiel 
37 presents the vision of the valley of the 
dry bones. The Lord tells Ezekiel to speak his 
words over the dry bones, which then become 
alive and stand. The Lord is telling his exiled 
people he will one day give them his Spirit 
and they will return to their own land. He 
is foreshadowing the Resurrection and our 
calling to be with God thereafter. 

•	 Like Ezekiel, Jeremiah is also a priest. Jeremiah spends 
most of his life and prophetic ministry in Judah.

•	 Jeremiah preaches for roughly fifty years, speaking harsh 
words out of great love.

•	 “As a thief is shamed when caught, so the house of Israel 
shall be shamed” (Jeremiah 2:26). Thieves feel shame only 
when caught. Likewise, we are often only ashamed when 
we are caught sinning.

•	 Jeremiah also accuses the people of teaching others to sin 
through scandal—that is, leading others to sin by sinful 
examples. He reminds us that our sins bring suffering to 
those around us. 

•	 Ezekiel 33 is a pivot point of the Scripture—when the 
destruction of Jerusalem occurs.

•	 Jeremiah 6, Ezekiel 34, and Proverbs 14 all focus on 
leadership. Proverbs 14 says the role of a king is to be the 
man who has been entrusted with the people of God. In 
Ezekiel 34, God rebukes the shepherds of Israel who have 
cared for themselves, not the sheep.

•	 In Ezekiel 37, the Lord promises a future king in the line 
of David, the Messiah, who will be the sole shepherd of 
one people and one kingdom. In his Gospel, Matthew 
shows how Jesus is the fulfillment of this promise.

•	 Today, “follow your heart” is often advised. But our hearts 
can lead us astray. Trust God.

The Prophet Jeremiah (1511) 
by Michelangelo
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Scan the QR code to listen to the Bible in a Year podcast on the 
Ascension app, to get exclusive content, and to access transcripts 
for every episode. Download the reading plan at https://media.
ascensionpress.com/category/ascension-podcasts/bibleinayear/

The Bible in a Year is a daily podcast, produced by 
Ascension and hosted by Fr. Mike Schmitz, where we 
read the whole Bible following The Great Adventure 
Bible-study program created by Jeff Cavins. This 
bulletin was adapted from The Bible in a Year 
Companion books that complement the podcast.

Dive Deeper
A defining characteristic of a person striving for 
holiness is a commitment to return to God even 
after a fall. Today, contemplate the open arms of 
the Lord. Ask him to help you become skilled at 
learning how to come back to him.

Bible Answers 
How does Jeremiah prefigure Jesus?

Jeremiah uses symbolic or prophetic actions 
to announce and enact his prophecy, just as 
Jesus does in overturning the tables of the 
moneychangers in the Temple. In Jeremiah 19, 
God directs Jeremiah to smash a jar or flask in the 
presence of Jerusalem’s leaders to illustrate the 
fate awaiting Jerusalem unless the people repent 
of their hardened ways. 

The establishment did not like Jeremiah’s 
message. More than any other prophet, Jeremiah’s 
biography and internal turmoil is a key part of 
the book. Like Jesus, he is beaten and persecuted 
(see Jeremiah 20:2). Jeremiah describes himself 
as “a gentle lamb led to the slaughter” (11:19), 
just as Jesus is the Paschal Lamb of God. Jeremiah 
perseveres, despite his agony.

SHEPHERD WATCHING HIS FLOCK

In Ezekiel 34, God is presented as the shepherd 
who will personally protect and guide Israel.

In this photograph, a modern-day shepherd 
accompanies his flock.
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