HOMILY for THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY - Year A

The farmer’s son was returning from the market with the crate of chicken that the
father had entrusted to him, when all of a sudden the box fell & broke open. Chickens scurried
off in different directions, but the determined boy walked all over the neighborhood scooping
up the wayward birds & returning them to the repaired crate. Hoping he had found them all,
the boy reluctantly returned home, anticipating the worst.

“Pa, the chickens got loose,” the boy confessed sadly, “but | managed to find all twelve
of them.”

“Well done, you did real good, son,” the farmer beamed. “You left with only ten of
them!”

The boy in the cute story was taught to be responsible & was able to fulfill it even when
facing with a bad accident along the way. That virtue remained with him & helped him rally in
the midst of a chaotic situation to bring out the best outcome for his family. That is exactly
what we have seen in all the members of the Holy Family — Jesus, Mary, & Joseph. This Sunday,
the Church calls us to celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family to honor its members & encourage
us to emulate them. However, before discussing the virtue of responsibility, | would like to
highlight other virtues that the Holy Family had used for its foundation & its moral compass to
live day by day. Here is how this Sunday’s First Reading shares with us the virtues that the Holy
Family had used to build & guide it: “...He who honors his father atones for sins; he stores up
riches who reveres his mother. He who honors his father is gladdened by children; & when he
prays, heis heard. He who reveres his father will live a long life; he obeys the Lord who brings
comfort to his mother. My son, take care of your father when he is old.... Even if his mind fails,
be considerate with him... For kindness to a father will not be forgotten....”

I’m not sure how many virtues you are able to name from that Scripture passage. Here
is what I’'m able to pick out, namely honor, revering, obedience, caring, consideration, &
kindness. The Holy Family was able to rely on those virtues as its foundations & its way of life.
They honored & revered one another. They showed obedience to one another & to God. They
were always kind and considerate in their actions & took great care of one another. Because of
those virtues, they were able to stay united with one another & follow God’s will. If the Holy
Family did not follow those virtues, they might have failed to live as a Holy Family & carry out
God’s plan of salvation for humanity. Hopefully, we would emulate the Holy Family & follow
their way of life by living up to its virtues. We need to show honor & obedience to God & one
another. We must try to be kind & considerate to one another. We should do everything
possible to take good care of our families. By following that way of life, we will not only be able
to build up an atmosphere of love & peace within our families & but also bring everyone closer
to God.

However, the Holy Family does not want us to stop there. This Sunday’ Second Reading
calls us & our Christian families to aim higher & set our eyes on other virtues as following:
“Because you are God’s chosen ones, holy & beloved, clothe yourselves with heartfelt mercy,
kindness, humility, meekness, & patience. Bear with one another, forgive whatever grievance
you have against one another. Forgive as the Lord has forgiven you. Over all these virtues, put
on love, which binds the rest together & makes them perfect.” It continues, “...Christ’s peace
must reign in your hearts... Dedicate yourselves to thankfulness. Let the Word of Christ, rich as



it is, dwell in you.” In case you wonder about those virtues, most of them are among the twelve
fruits of the Holy Spirit. Meaning, they are so nourishing & useful in our daily lives like the fruits
that we eat every day. The more we consume them, the more we enjoy them. Those virtues are
addictive like heroin that lures us to desire more. They do not only satisfy our personal desires
but also help us build a loving family & a peaceful society.

Let me now comment on an important virtue that is so vital for a family & society,
namely, personal responsibility. Our families & society would turn out differently if all of its
members would be responsible & do their parts. For each & every member has a role to play &
needs to participate in building & preserving a caring family & a just society. This Sunday’s
Gospel lets us see one of the best role-model members in the Holy Family as following, “After
the astrologers had left, the angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph with the
command: ‘Get up, take the child & his mother, & flee to Egypt. Stay there until | tell you
otherwise. Herod is searching for the child to destroy him.” Joseph got up & took the child & his
mother & left that night for Egypt.” It continues, “...After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt with the command: ‘Get up, take the child & his
mother, & set out for the land of Israel. Those who had designs on the life of the child are
dead.’ He got up, took the child & his mother, & returned to the land of Israel.”

St. Joseph was called to take care of his responsibility as the head of the Holy Family at
an uncertain & perilous moment. He could have dodged it or delayed it by coming up with
some lame excuse like his dislike for a long, dangerous trip & then refusing to do it. Or, he
might have let some distractions like a personal interest to pull him away from carrying out his
family responsibility. But, St. Joseph was mission-focused & took great care of his duty as a
husband & father. He protected the Holy Family without any hesitation & fulfill it courageously.
He surely put the well-being of the Holy Family before his own ambitions & interests. We
should look up to St. Joseph as a father/grandfather & fulfill our duties with pride. We must not
let our personal interests or worldly distractions tear our families apart or neglect them.
Otherwise, we would not have a loving family & a peaceful society.

My dear brothers & sisters, what could we learn from the Holy Family? How could Jesus,
Mary, & Joseph be a role model for us as a child/grandchild, mother/grandmother, &
father/grandfather? I’d like to go out of limb to say that if all human families would model after
the Holy Family, most of our current problems in family & society would soon disappear. For we
would have our families & society build upon the solid foundation of religious virtues instead of
the sandy footing of worldly values & political ideologies. Thence, we would have a much more
different world than the one we see now.



