HOMILY for the FEAST of ALL SOULS - Year C

This Sunday we are called to celebrate the Feast of All Souls. Reflecting on it, I'm
reminded of this cute story that I’d like to share with you.

Two wicked brothers who were very wealthy used their money to cover up their evil
ways. They went to the same church & appeared to be perfect Christian gentlemen. The elderly
pastor of their church was not aware of their wickedness. When the time came for the pastor
to retire, a new pastor was hired who turned out to be very wise & intuitive. He saw right
through the two brothers & didn’t mind telling them so. The new pastor was a great preacher &
the church outgrew its old building. A campaign was started to raise funds for a new building.
Suddenly, one of the brothers died of a heart attack. The day before the funeral, the other
brother went to the pastor & handed him a check for the entire amount needed to complete
the building project. The pastor was stunned by the generous donation.

“I only have one condition,” the evil brother said. “You must tell everyone that my
brother was a saint during his funeral.” The pastor nodded & slipped the check in his pocket.

At the funeral the next day, the pastor gave a full salvation message. Then he spoke
about the deceased wicked man.

“He was an evil man,” the pastor said. “He used his money as a cover for his wickedness.
He cheated & lied & swindled. But, compared to his brother... he was a saint!”

As Christians, we have been blessed to be called sons & daughters of God by our
baptism in Christ. That honor gives us the promise of the eternal life in God’s Kingdom after this
life. However, those blessings are nothing compared to the best gift that God has given to each
one of us at the moment of our birth/Creation, namely, our soul. We might not realize how
special that gift is & keep on neglecting to nurture it. But, without a healthy soul, we will not
exist a moment longer. That is why this Sunday we are invited to celebrate the Feast of All Souls
to call us to review the spiritual care of our soul & also remember in prayer our deceased loved
ones.

The Greek philosophers such as Socrates, Plato, & Aristotle believe that we humans are
made with a soul/spirit. The soul/spirit makes our physical body alive & keeps it going. Without
it, our physical body would be dead. That is why the soul/spirit returns to God its Creator when
we die. From that basic understanding of the soul/spirit in relation to the body, theologians
have begun to connect it with other revelations in the Bible, especially the eternal life &
Heaven. Theologians have also discovered that the soul/spirit does not die; hence it continues
to exist beyond this world. As they have learned that Jesus rose from the dead & returned to
Heaven to be with God the Father, they have realized that is where all the souls would end up
after this life. Of course, the souls that had followed God’s Commandments would be warmly
welcomed into the Kingdom of God while the ones that disobeyed God & did evil things would
be kept outside of it & condemned to a place of unquenchable fire & grinding of teeth.

Indeed, this Sunday’s Readings confirm that belief about souls & Heaven & explain to us
more about it. Today’s Gospel tells us about Heaven & God’s will as following, “...It is not to do
my own will that | have come down from Heaven, but to do the will of Him who sent me...
Indeed, this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks upon the Son & believes in Him
shall have eternal life. That person | will raise up on the Last Day.” So, John lets us know that
Jesus came down from Heaven to carry out the will of God the Father by offering His life on the



Cross to save us & give us a chance to enter Heaven. John also reminds us that everyone who
puts faith in Jesus will be blessed with eternal life & share the same resurrection on the Last
Day. Meanwhile, today’s First Reading encourages us to follow a life of virtues & righteousness
because of this awesome reward on the Last Day, “...The souls of the just are in hand of God &
no torment shall touch them. They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead; their passing
away was thought an affliction; & their going forth from us, utter destruction. But, they are in
peace... In the time of their visitation, they shall shine & shall dart about as sparks through
stubble; they shall judge nations & rule over peoples, & the Lord shall be their king forever.” So,
we are told that the souls of the just will be freed from all the torments of the earthly world &
blessed with the everlasting peace after this life. They will also shine brightly on the Last Day &
help the Lord judge nations in the next life. Those are some of the blessings that the souls of
the just will enjoy in Heaven.

Why hasn’t the Church talked much about those blessings & helped us focus more on
taking care of our souls? What is it that had got the Church distracted & neglected its important
duty of preparing us for the eternal life & Heaven? As | have explained above, our soul is the
most valuable gift that the Creator has given us at the moment of our birth. That is why God the
Father did everything possible to save it by sending His only Son to earth & offering Him on the
Cross to atone for our sins. That is why today’s Second Reading reminds us about as it says,
“...God proves His love for us: that while we were sinners, Christ died for us. Now that we have
been justified by His blood, it is all the more certain that we shall be saved by Him from God’s
wrath... We were reconciled to Him by the death of His Son.” Unfortunately, the Church has not
understood fully God’s gift for us on the Cross or appreciated God’s first gift for us at the
moment of our birth, namely, our soul. The way | see it, we should do everything in our power
to take care of our soul here on earth & make sure it would get through the Gate of Heaven on
the Last Day. Otherwise, we would waste all of God’s gifts for us & produce no good result in
the end. Moreover, we do not want to spend eternity in someplace else other than Heaven.

Sadly, the Church has been distracted by politics, wealth, power, popularity, & other
worldly things. It has spent way too much time worrying about our body & the physical world
instead of our soul & Heaven in my humble opinion. It has got tangled up in the politics of this
world & turned a blind eye on challenging people to follow God’s Commandments & stop
cheating & lying to one another. It has allowed the world to treat its neighbors like dirt & let the
rich & the powerful trample on the poor & the lowly without saying anything. It has failed to be
the moral compass for the world & has picked the wrong people to be its role models. That is
why the world is in its current state of hate & violence. Until the Church has the moral courage
to stand up against the power of evil & darkness, we will continue to see the spiritual starvation
of our souls & all the evil acts happening around us every day. That is why we have heard the
world talk a lot about mental illness lately, which is the cry for spiritual help & nourishment.

My dear brothers & sisters, what is worth the most to you in this life? Is it your soul &
the eternal life in Heaven? Or, is it something else like your bank account & reputation? Until
we know how valuable our soul is, we will continue to neglect our duty of taking care of our
soul & must make sure it will get through the Gate of Heaven on the Last Day.



