
HOLY FAMILY – Year C 

 
 In a country home that seldom had guests, the young son was eager to help his mother 
after his father appeared with two dinner guests from the office. 
 When the dinner was nearly over, the boy went to the kitchen & proudly carried in the 
first piece of apple pie, giving it to his father, who passed it to a guest. 
 The boy came in with a second piece of pie & gave it to his father, who again gave it to a 
guest. 
 This was too much for the boy, who said, “It’s no use, Dad. The pieces are all the same 
size!” 
 That must not be a holy family, heh? Anyway, this Sunday the Church celebrates the 
Feast of the Holy Family. This feast is not just about honoring the most holy family in our 
human history. It’s also to point out a great role model for our human families & society. I’ll try 
to help us see what’s so special about the Holy Family & why we should imitate it in this homily. 
 First of all, the members of the Holy Family were always connected to God& focused on 
God’s mission. The Gospel stories told us how God became the center of their lives. They came 
to God often & asked God to guide them with their choices & help them get things done in their 
lives. Mary welcomed the angel’s mission & was determined to carry it out for God & our 
human family. Mary always put God first & lived her whole life for God. Joseph at first resisted 
God’s mission for him, but eventually did his part. These parents showed us how to be the 
disciples of the Lord & why they were called the Holy Family. 
 Lastly, members of the Holy Family knew how to treat one another with understanding 
& compassion. This Sunday’s Gospel shares with us a tough incident that could cause big 
arguments & hurt feelings with the entire family. Here’s how it happened, “The parents of Jesus 
used to go every year to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover; & when He was twelve, they 
went up for the celebration as was their custom. As they were returning at the end of the feast, 
the child Jesus remained behind unknown to His parents… Not finding Him, they returned to 
Jerusalem in search of Him… When His parents saw Him, they were astonished; & His mother 
said to Him: ‘Son, why have you done this to us? You see that your father & I have been 
searching for you in sorrow.’ He said to them, ‘Why did you search for me? Did you not know I 
had to be in my Father’s house?’” The Holy Family showed us how thy handled an explosive 
situation. They did not scream at each other & use hurtful language that would divide the 
entire family. Instead, they taught us how to compromise & reconcile with one another. They 
were able to realize that their family is more important than any issue on earth. They tried to 
find ways to unite with one another & with God. Most importantly, they cared about one 
another & went out of their way to be a healer, not a judge, to each other. 
 We live in a world that is totally the opposite of the Holy Family. First of all, we do not 
search for holiness & virtues. Instead, we go after material things & anything that makes us 
happy. By focusing on ourselves & worldly things, or “I’m right & you’re wrong”, we could easily 
cause all sorts of disputes & arguments daily. We might forget what it means to be a Christian 
or follow Jesus. We might ignore God’s call to serve God’s will, not our will. Worst yet, we might 
allow the Devil to lure us to serve its causes while thinking that we’re doing the right thing. That 
is exactly what Jesus has warned us about in the Gospels. During Jesus’ time, people killed lots 
of prophets & thought that they did the right thing. Paul did the same thing & assumed that he 



did what God wanted him to do until Jesus appeared to him & revealed to him the truth. Paul 
was humble enough to accept the truth & turn his life around to serve the one true God. 
Another similar example would be the Spanish Inquisition as people killed non-Christians & 
destroyed lots of things in the name of Christ. The truth was that they served human will & 
focused on worldly things. They did not serve God or imitate the Holy Family. 
 The reason I want to point that out & contrast our current world to the Holy Family is to 
help wake us up & find our true conversion like Paul did. I personally believe that all of our 
social & political issues are one of the ways that the Devil is using to pitch us against one 
another & pull us away from God’s love. Al the fighting & killing we’ve seen in our country & 
around the world over those issues & others are the result of our failure to imitate the Holy 
Family. We do not put God’s will above ours & focus on God’s main mission of SAVING SOULS! 
We do not treat one another with understanding & compassion as the members of the Holy 
Family did. Instead, we have caused division & mayhem in the family of God. We have enabled 
more disputes & fighting among our Christian Church. Can you have a loving, peaceful family 
when its members constantly bicker with one another? As a victim of the Viet Nam War, I can 
assure you that our own families will not be like the Holy Family & enjoy their blessings unless 
we stop all the bickering & begin to lift up one another & work toward the divine mission of 
saving souls every day. Personally I hate all the bickering & fighting within our human family. 
 My dear brothers & sisters, we cannot call ourselves Christians when we do not act as 
members of the Holy Family. We cannot claim ourselves to be the disciples of Jesus when we 
do not follow His mission of saving souls & simply do whatever we want. Let me leave with you 
these words of wisdom in today’s Second Reading from Paul who converted his life to Jesus for 
you to think about, “Because you are God’s chosen ones, holy & beloved, clothe yourselves 
with heartfelt mercy, kindness, humility, meekness, & patience. Bear with one another, forgive 
whatever grievance you have against one another. Forgive as the Lord has forgiven you. 
Overall, put on love, which binds the rest together & makes them perfect. Christ’s peace must 
reign in your hearts, since as members of the one body you have been called to that peace.” 


