
HOMILY for 5th SUNDAY of EASTER – Year B 

 
 A group from Chicago spent a weekend gambling in Las Vegas. One of the men on that 
trip won $100 thousand. He did not want anyone to know about it, so he decided not to return 
with the others. He took a later plane home, arriving back at 3am. He immediately went out to 
the backyard of his house, dug a hole, & planted the money in it. The following morning he 
walked outside & found only an empty hole. He noticed footsteps leading from the hole to the 
house next door, which was owned by a deaf-mute. On the same street lived a professor who 
understood sign language & was a friend of the dead man. Grabbing his pistol, the enraged man 
went to awaken the professor, & he dragged him over to the deaf man’s house. 
 “You tell this guy that if he doesn’t give me back my $100 thousand, I’m going to kill 
him!” he screamed at the professor. The professor conveyed the message to his friend, & his 
friend replied in sign language, “I hid it in my backyard, underneath the oak tree.” 
 The professor turned to the man with the gun & said, “He’s not going to tell you. He said 
he’d rather die first.” 
 Earthly things are usually what most people would want to be connected to. But, there’s 
a better source for everyone to stay close to as being explained in today’s Gospel. Anyway, last 
Sunday the Church celebrated Jesus as the Good Shepherd & called us to commit ourselves to 
be His sheep. For he’s the only one who would protect us & take care of our needs. This Sunday 
the Church shares with us another image to remind us why we Christians should stay connected 
to Jesus throughout our lives. That image is the vine. As its branches, we must be connected to 
the vine if we want to be alive & thriving. Without that crucial connection, we’ll wither & die. 
Here’s how Jesus tells us about that vital connection in today’s Gospel, “…I am the vine; you are 
the branches. He who lives in me & I in him, will produce abundantly, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. A man who does not live in me is like a withered, rejected branch, picked up to 
be thrown in the fire & burnt. If you live in me, & my words stay part of you, you may ask what 
you will – it will be done for you.” 
 I’m not sure if you’ve ever done any gardening or planting before. If you have, you’ll 
understand & appreciate what Jesus shares with us in today’s Gospel. There we learn that a 
branch cannot survive on its own. A branch has to be connected to a plant/tree somehow if it 
wants to live & grow. For that’s how it can get water & nutrition for its daily needs. If any 
branch is cut off from a plant/tree, it will not be able to get enough nutrition & survive for a 
long time. It will quickly die & produce no result for its owner. It will be gathered & burned for 
being useless to its owner. Similarly, we humans must be connected to our Creator if we want 
to live & produce abundantly for God’s Kingdom. Without that important connection, we’ll not 
have any way to get nutrition for our daily survival. We’ll not be able to live long & produce 
handsomely for our Creator. We’ll fall short on the Creator’s expectations for us. We’ll 
disappoint God in every way. Worst yet, we will not be able to get more wonderful things from 
God. If we don’t have a way to be close to that great source, we’ll never be able to get any 
blessing or experience any wonderful thing. That would be a tragedy! 
 There’re many examples in the Bible & our Christian Tradition to show us why we need 
to stay connected to God – the source of life & protection. God’s people who were rescued 
from slavery in Egypt & led through the desert for 40 years surely relied on God to be their 
protection & guidance. If they did not remain connected to God, they’d never be freed from 



slavery & safely guided through their long journey. But, they were smart enough to ask Moses 
to help them keep their relationship with God strong. In case we still cannot see the importance 
of having a good relationship with God, today’s First Reading gives us another example to show 
us how that relationship worked wonders for someone like Paul. As you might know, Paul 
persecuted the Christian Church by killing some early Christians & imprisoning many others. 
The early Church was afraid of him & tried to avoid him. Thankfully, he remained connected to 
God – the source of life & guidance. The Lord gradually let him know that he went down the 
wrong path & persecuted His Church. Paul finally turned his life around & stopped killing & 
jailing Christians. However, the Christian Church is still doubtful about Paul’s conversion. 
Today’s First Reading points that out for us as following, “When Saul arrived back in Jerusalem, 
he tried to join the disciples there; but it turned out that they were all afraid of him. They even 
refused to believe that he was disciple.” So, the early Church could not believe in Paul’s 
conversion & was skeptical about it at first. The only way the Church could give him benefit of 
the doubt was to remain connected to the Lord along with Paul. 
 As I look back on the lives of the deceased whose funerals I did recently, I’m amazed on 
how strong & courageous many of them were. Some had to face bad health & lots of personal 
tragedies like deaths of loved ones at young age & or accidents that maimed them for life. 
Others had been through divorces & financial difficulties in their lives. I wonder how these 
amazing Christians remained focused on their life missions while walking their journey of the 
Cross & raising their families in peace. There’s no special pill for them to take every day to give 
them some nerve & strength to deal with their live challenges. There’s no medical or 
psychological treatment to wipe away their pain & set them on their happy trails. The only 
thing they all did was to get connected to God to find strength & courage to continue their life 
missions & complete them when the Lord calls them home.  By tapping into that source of 
energy & guidance, they knew what they could do with their lives. They had nothing to fear or 
worry about. For God was always by their side to guide & comfort them. 
 My dear brothers & sisters, how do you cope with your life challenges & crosses? Where 
do you find strength & courage to continue the life missions the Lord assigned you? I hope 
you’ve not relied on earthly things like booze, drugs, possessions, power, pleasures, & other 
substances to help you forget or deal with your life challenges. The only way we can face our 
daily crosses & life missions is to stay connected to God – the source of energy & guidance that 
will help us overcome those & find right solutions for our problems. Believe me, you will not 
regret about being connected to God at all times.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     


