
HOMILY for 4th SUNDAY of EASTER – Year B 

 
 A newly appointed young minister was contacted by the local funeral director to hold a 
graveside service in a small country cemetery. Because the deceased had no friends or family 
left, there was to be no funeral service, just the committal. 
 The pastor started to the cemetery early enough, but he soon lost his way, causing him 
to arrive thirty minute late. There was no hearse or funeral director in sight, just the cemetery 
workmen, who were sitting under a tree eating lunch. Moving to the newly dug grave, the 
minister opened his Prayer Book & read the service over the vault lid that was in place. 
 When turning to his car, the preacher overheard one of the workmen say, “Maybe we’d 
better tell him that’s a septic tank!” 
 I don’t think you would want to follow a leader like that! Anyway, this Sunday – the 
Fourth Sunday of Easter – is often referred to as Good Shepherd Sunday. So, why is this Sunday 
so important in the life of the Church? What is it about the Good Shepherd that we Christians 
need to embrace & follow in this life? 
 All human groups or countries need a leader. They need a leader to protect them, take 
care of their needs, & lead them to a bright & successful future. Those are the three main 
duties that any group would expect from its leader. Besides, a group leader must possess good 
values & Christian virtues in order for him/her to carry out his/her duties successfully. Without 
those excellent personal characteristics, he/she would have a tough time to be a good leader & 
fulfill his/her duties. If we think someone with horrible personal characteristics can be a 
successful leader, we must be fooling ourselves. It’s like a person who marries someone with 
bad characteristics & hopes that he/she could change his/her spouse. In my pastoral 
experience, it has never happened. That marriage would fall apart sooner or later. For that 
marriage has been built on a faulty, shaky foundation. Likewise, if we bet that a leader with bad 
characters & no moral virtues would fulfill all his/her duties & bring about a bright future for 
his/her people, we must be dreaming! That will never happen! 
 Unfortunately, the Devil has a way to hide & spread its agents around our world. We’ve 
seen many bad leaders who have been able to fool people & draw a big group of followers. 
They’re able to make empty promises & convince people to support their destructive agendas. 
They’re successful in duping the world with their disingenuous intentions. Their followers 
eagerly cheer for them & gladly do anything for them. This symbiotic relationship brings about 
only division & destruction to the world. Hate & violence is the way these leaders use to 
conduct their business. Other sins are also the result of this leadership. The two world wars & 
other conflicts around the globe are the proofs of bad leadership. Instead of working for peace 
& prosperity for their people, bad leaders only care about their own benefits & well-being. They 
make their people sacrifice for their security & pleasure. They certainly do not look after the 
welfare of every single citizen, especially the poor & the outcast. They’re surely not good role 
models for us Christians. 
 That’s why this weekend the Church wants to celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday. It’s 
time for us to give thanks to God for giving us the Good Shepherd & caring leader in Jesus. We 
might take Jesus for granted & assume every leader would do the right things like Him. But, the 
truth is that it is difficult to find a competent & caring leader like Jesus. For many human 
leaders will disappoint or fail us with their work & personal examples. Jesus will not only 



protect us in this life but also help us achieve eternal life. So, it is important for us to commit 
ourselves to Him as the one & only leader in this life. This Sunday is also the time for us to ask 
ourselves if Jesus would be the only one we follow or someone else might be our leader. By 
committing ourselves to Jesus we’ll devote ourselves completely to Him & trust that He knows 
what’s best for us. 
 The main image that the Church uses to describe Jesus’ leadership is the Good 
Shepherd. As you might know, shepherd guides & watches over his flock. He stays with the 
flock day & night to watch over them. He becomes one with them & “smells” like them as Pope 
Francis would say. He leads them to green pasture to graze & running water to quench their 
thirst. If He sees a wolf or danger, He would not run away from it. Instead, he would put 
Himself between His sheep & that danger. He would be willing to lay down his life to protect his 
sheep. If one of his sheep is lost, he’ll go in search for it. If it gets hurts, he’ll bind its wound & 
put it on his shoulders to bring it home safe. He definitely puts the safety & well-being of his 
sheep before his own. For us Christians, the Good Shepherd is Jesus Himself. Here’s how He 
comments about Himself & the image of the Good Shepherd in today’s Gospel, “Jesus said: ‘I 
am the Good Shepherd. A Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. A hired man, who is 
not a shepherd & whose sheep are not his own, sees a wolf coming & leaves the sheep & runs 
away, & the wolf catches & scatters them. This is because he works for pay & has not concern 
for the sheep.” He continues, “I am the Good shepherd. I know mine & mine know me… I will 
lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. These also I 
must lead, they will hear my voice, & there will be one flock, one shepherd.” So, Jesus tells us 
how someone can be the Good Shepherd & why He is the only one who would deserve that 
title. He also wishes to bring other lost sheep back to the fold. Hopefully, we can reach out to 
those sheep & make His wish come true. 
 My dear brothers & sisters, whom are you looking for to lead & take care of your needs 
in this life? Can you count on that leader to be faithful & put your needs & well-being above 
his/her own? Let me recommend you Jesus to be your Good Shepherd who will look after your 
needs & sacrifice Himself for you in this life. Most importantly, He’ll lead you to the eternal life 
& let you enjoy true peace & happiness.   


