
HOMILY for 3rd SUNDAY of EASTER – Year B 

 
 A pastor decides to skip one Sunday to go bear hunting in the mountains. As he turns 
the corner along the path, he & the bear collide. The pastor stumbles backwards, slips off the 
trail, & begins tumbling down the mountain with bear in hot pursuit. Finally, the pastor crashes 
into a boulder, sending his rifle flying in one direction & breaking both of his legs. The pastor is 
lying there; he’s lost his gun, & the bear is coming closer. So, he cries out in desperation, “Lord, 
I repent for all I’ve done, especially for skipping Sunday Service. Please make this bear a 
Christian.” The bear skids to a halt at the pastor’s feet, falls to its knees, clasps its paws 
together, & says, “Bless us, O Lord, & this thy gift which I’m about to receive from thy bounty 
through Christ, our lord. Amen!” 
 Nothing good can ever come from skipping church! Anyway, as you might know, by now 
we’ve heard several stories about the appearance of the risen Christ. The first story was about 
Mary Magdalen & the empty tomb. The second story that we just heard about the risen Christ 
last weekend/Sunday was about doubting Thomas. The third story that we’ve read during 
weekday was about the two disciples meeting the risen Christ on their way to Emmaus. 
Certainly, there’re other Easter stories that tell us about the disciples’ encounters with the risen 
Christ. Of course, this weekend/Sunday we hear another Easter story on how the risen Christ 
showed Himself to the disciples & asked them to give Him something to eat as the proof for His 
being alive. I do not want to list many other Easter stories; but I’d like to focus on those four 
major Easter stories to see how they happened. 
 If we review those four major Easter stories carefully, we’d see that they all share one 
thing in common. Yet, that common thing is what brought about the appearance of the risen 
Christ. So, what am I talking about? In the first story of Mary Magdalen & the empty tomb, we 
learn that she found the empty tomb & met the risen Christ because she created the 
opportunity for Him to appear to her by going out in search for Him. If she did not do that & 
remained passive like the rest of the disciples, she would not have the honor of being the first 
person to meet the risen Christ. In the second story, we’re told that doubting Thomas did not 
see the risen Christ at first. But, he did not let that bad experience keep him away from his 
Lord. Instead, he created the opportunity for the risen Christ to appear to him by raising 
questions about His resurrection & challenging Him to prove that it was true. The Lord was up 
to his challenge & let him touch His holy wounds. If doubting Thomas did not question his faith 
in the risen Christ & remained indifferent about it, he would not have the honor of meeting the 
Lord in person & touching His holy wounds. 
 In the third story, we learn that the tow disciples meet the risen Christ on the road to 
Emmaus. They had that special encounter with the risen Christ because they were open to 
discuss the Scriptures with the Lord & recall their memory of Him at eh Last Supper. If they did 
not do that & closed their hearts & minds to any divine revelation, they would never have any 
special experience with the risen Christ. Finally, in the fourth story of this weekend /Sunday, 
we’re told that the disciples did not hesitate to respond to what the risen Christ asked them & 
give Him some food to eat. If they ignored what the Lord requested, they would not see their 
Master with their own eyes. As you can see from those four Easter stories, they all have one 
thing in common. That is, any disciple who wanted to meet the risen Christ would have to 
create the opportunity for the Lord to reveal Himself & have a personal encounter with 



him/her. If a disciple is not open to the divine revelation or diligently searches for the risen 
Christ, he/she would never have an encounter with the Lord. 
 I believe that is an important lesson of Easter & the key for us to meet the risen Christ. If 
anyone of us here wants to have a personal encounter with the risen Christ, we must create 
opportunities every day for the risen Christ to meet us. We do that by coming here to Mass, 
asking the Lord for forgiveness & guidance in Confession, spending time in prayer every day, 
taking a retreat annually, volunteering for a charity, helping out the poor or someone in need, 
reading Scriptures or a spiritual book, & searching out for more ways to have a divine 
encounter. That’s why we’ve heard many stories in our Christian tradition on how some 
Christians have had a vision of Christ in the Eucharist. Others have seen Christ in the poor & 
other people that they have served. We have also read how some saints had apparitions or 
outside-of-the-body experiences. The only way those people had their special experiences with 
the divine was because they searched for & created many opportunities every day for God to 
appear to them. Certainly, there’re man wonderful blessings to have a divine experience. 
Besides the joy, we’ll have peace & guidance of the risen Christ to help us deal with our daily 
challenges. 
 If we look around our country & the world now, we see upheavals & all kinds of 
violence. Shooting, bombing, killing, & riot has become daily events. Some people do not think 
twice about taking the life of another human being or might not wish to live in love & peace 
with their neighbors. Others only care about their own benefits & seek money, power, & 
pleasures at the expenses of people around them. Our world is full of hate & anger & remains 
broken & hurting. It’s yearning for justice & peace amidst a culture of death & selfishness. It’s 
hoping to bring about a real transformation whereby everyone would respect & care for one 
another. It’s calling out to the higher power to save it from the injustice & biases that have 
caused it lots of pains & suffering. What our world needs is the peace of the risen Christ & the 
justice of God. It needs to search for the risen Christ & create more opportunities to meet Him. 
He’ll bring it healing & God’s love & justice. He’ll transform it to be the Heavenly dwelling for 
us. 
 My dear brothers & sisters, every Christian would love to meet the risen Christ & 
experience His peace. Every citizen of our world dreams about change that would bring it divine 
justice, healing, & love. The only one who could do all of that for us is the risen Christ. Why 
don’t we try to create more opportunities for us every day to meet the risen Christ? If we dare 
to do that, we’ll experience wonderful Easter blessings & bring great transformation to the 
world around us.     


