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 Of course, facts are only as useful as one permits them to be. Take the example of the 
fellow who was convinced he was dead. He visited his doctor with this complaint several times 
& the doctor was unable to change his mind. Finally, the exasperated doctor demanded 
whether his patient would believe otherwise in the face of physical evidence that he was alive. 
“Of course,” said the man calmly. “I’m a reasonable fellow.” 
 “Now, would you agree that dead men don’t bleed?” 
 “Of course!” 
 “Fine. Give me your hand,” ordered the physician. Taking a needle, he swiftly pricked a 
fingertip, then squeezed it until a drop of blood beaded up. He thrust it in front of the man’s 
eyes. “Look! Is that not blood?” 
 “I’ll be darned,” said the patient after a moment’s astonished reflection. “Dead men do 
bleed!” 
 Anyway, the disciples had heard the rumors that Jesus rose from the dead. First, they 
heard that Jesus’ tomb turned empty overnight. But, they did not know what happened. Then, 
Mary claimed that she had seen the risen Christ. Later, two disciples who were on their way 
home to Emmaus said that the Lord also appeared to them. He explained to them all the 
prophesies about Him in Scriptures & opened their mind to recognize Him in the context of the 
Last Supper/Mass. Others testified that they had met the risen Christ & shared a meal with Him. 
Those were some of the rumors that the disciples had heard so far about their Master after His 
burial. 
 This Sunday’s Gospel wants to share with us another encounter with the risen Christ. 
Apparently the disciples were hiding from the authorities in a secured place. Its doors were 
completely locked. But, the risen Christ managed to go through them without any problem & 
appeared to the group saying, “Peace be with you.” Then, He showed them His holy wounds on 
the hands & the side. I’m sure they were startled & happy to see Him again. Jesus could go 
through stonewall & locked doors & stood before them. Unfortunately, one of them/Thomas 
was not thee when Jesus appeared to the group. He demanded to see the proofs for the risen 
Christ. He said, “Unless I see the nail marks in His hands, & put my finger into the nail marks & 
put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” 
 Like most people, Thomas wanted to know & questioned everything about the risen 
Christ. He wanted to feel & probe Jesus’ holy wounds before he could believe if his Master 
really rose from the dead or not. Some might think that Thomas should not have questioned all 
the fact about the risen Christ like that. He could have simply believed what others had told him 
about the Easter miracle. Or, he could be indifferent about the news of Jesus’ resurrection. 
Instead, he wanted to check out the whole story of the risen Christ & get to the bottom of it. He 
reminded the disciples how Jesus really looked like as they buried Him in the tomb. His body 
had distinct marks on the hands & the side as the result of His suffering for the world. He also 
challenged his friends to base their faith on real facts & not some wishful thinking. So, the only 
one who could answer all his questions & make him a believer would be the risen Christ 
Himself.  
 Many often think that faith has nothing to do with reason. Faith does not make sense or 
cannot be seen in real life. However, both Thomas & this Sunday’s readings remind us that it’s 



ok to ask God to give us some real proofs. Faith can exist side by side with reason. Faith does 
not have to be some kind of voodoo or superstition. Faith can help us achieve a meaningful life 
on earth while searching for ways to God & true happiness. As we discuss faith & reason, I can’t 
help but remember the first Theology Book that I was asked to read for my Basic Theology 101 
Class called “Faith Seeks Understanding.” I will not bore you to death with all the details of this 
book. But, basically the book asks all believers to use reasoning & their mind to strengthen their 
faith. They should deepen their faith by trying to understand it & seeking more knowledge of it. 
If we stop learning about it & questioning it, we’ll gradually become like the Islamic extremists 
or ISIS. That’s what Pope Benedict 16 warned Christians & the world about during his papacy. 
Faith without reasoning to keep it in check will turn it into an irrational passion/ideology. 
 Unfortunately, I’ve seen many Christians & Church leaders slip into that trap. They’ve 
allowed politicians to use them like puppets to win the political fights as one party tries to get 
more votes over the other. They’ve stopped using their mind & reasoning to question 
politicians & religious leaders on why they have to believe in certain rules. I do not have time 
here to discuss with you about all the hot-button issues of our time. But, let me simply point 
out a couple of discrepancies that many Christians have let some politicians to get away with. If 
a politician claims to be pro-life & only talks about anti-abortion while supporting the death 
penalty, how could a simple person like me really believe him/her to support life? Or, how can a 
Christian claim to follow Jesus’ Commandments of love while ignoring the plight of immigrants 
& the poor around him/her? 
 It is those discrepancies that this Sunday’s First & Second Reading want to talk to us 
about. In today’s Second Reading, St. John helps us fix it with the following message, 
“…Everyone who loves the Father loves the child He has begotten. We can be sure that we love 
God’s children when we love God & do what He has commanded. The love of God consists in 
this: that we keep His Commandments.” In other words, we got to be real & practice our 
Christian faith. We cannot say that we love God & our neighbors while carrying out actions that 
are contrary to that belief. Meanwhile, today’s First Reading shares with us how the early 
Christian Community used reasoning & practiced what they believed. It says, “The Community 
of believers were of one mind & one heart… The apostles bore witness to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus… All who owned property or houses sold them & donated the proceeds. They 
used to lay them at the feet of the apostles to be distributed to everyone according to their 
needs.” That is indeed a real & reasonable practice of our Christian faith. 
 My dear brothers & sisters, some Christians think that they should not offend God & 
question Jesus like doubting Thomas did. But, God would love to have us question our faith & 
seek better understanding of it. Thomas raised questions about his faith in the risen Christ. 
Thankfully, the Lord did not mind it at all. He gave Thomas a second chance & showed him His 
entire body. Surely, the risen Christ would do the same thing for us if we would search for Him 
with our whole heart & mind. Can you imagine how we would feel if we would personally meet 
the risen Christ like Thomas did?     


