
EASTER SUNDAY – Year ABC 

 
 “And how are you, my dear?” a kind relative asked a widowed woman at her husband’s 
funeral. 
 “Good as can be expected, I guess,” replied the old woman. “I’ll miss him dearly, but it 
was his time to go.” 
 “Are you in pretty good health?” the relative asked. 
 “Well, my eyes are so bad that I can hardly tell what I’m eating. My hands sake so much 
that I can’t drink anything hot. My medicine makes me dizzy, & I can’t turn my neck because of 
my arthritis. But, thank the good Lord, I can still drive!” 
 What? All thank to the DMV, that widow can still drive! Because of that, I’d rather walk! 
Anyway, it’s surely difficult to bury our loved ones. We’re sad & devastated when we lose 
someone to death. That’s what happened to us Christians as we buried our Lord/friend Jesus 
yesterday. Most of the world thought that was the end of Jesus. It assumed that Jesus would 
face the same demise like all human beings once a huge stone was rolled against the entrance. 
What it didn’t know was that Jesus is the Son of God. What it didn’t realize was that God had a 
different plan for Jesus. God would not leave Jesus decayed in the tomb. God would raise Jesus 
from the dead & let the world witness what it never saw before.  
 The wonderful image of an empty tomb would not mean much to us unless we can see 
how people were buried back then. Most of our burial these days are in a grave or 
underground. Once in a while we have people buried in a mausoleum or above the ground. I 
don’t see those tombs around here, but there’re lots of huge tombs in some countries. Some of 
them can fit a dozen people in it. I remember seeing those big tombs as a kid in Viet Nam & 
wondering what was being kept in those places. The reason I want to discuss a little bit about a 
tomb is because of the image of the empty tomb mentioned in today’s Gospel. So, a tomb often 
symbolizes death & sadness. When we come into a cemetery, we usually feel sad & peaceful. 
Once the stone is rolled against the entrance of a tomb, we assume that’s the end of the 
deceased. We do not anticipate the dead would walk out of the tomb or somehow a secured 
tomb is disturbed. It’d freak us out if one of those things happens. 
 Apparently, that’s what happened to Jesus’ tomb as today’s Gospel tells us. As Mary 
Magdalen went to the tomb to visit her dear Lord/friend, she found out that the huge stone at 
the entrance was rolled out & the tomb was buried. Jesus’ body was no longer in the tomb. She 
went to tell Peter about this unexpected news. Peter & John rushed toward the tomb to check 
it out & found it empty as being told. Obviously, Mary Magdalen did not expect this. Nor did 
Peter & John. They expected to see the tomb with a huge stone blocking its entrance as they 
left it the day before. Instead, they found an empty tomb. It certainly startled them & raised 
many questions about Jesus & His body. So, something must have happened over night. Mary 
Magdalen thought that the cemetery caretakers could have moved His body to a new tomb for 
some reason; perhaps the disciples did not pay enough rent for the burial lot! Like the rest of 
the disciples, Mary Magdalen was surprised & bewildered at the sight an empty tomb. She 
could not remember what Jesus prophesized about His resurrection toward the end of His 
ministry. It’d take more than an empty tomb to help her understand Jesus’ resurrection. Her 
Lord would have to appear to her in the upcoming days & open her mind to understand the 
Easter miracle.  



 Besides the empty tomb, another important detail that the Easter miracle wants to 
remind us about is the importance of inviting one another to experience the divine mystery. 
Mary Magdalen had long searched for the mystery of God & been curious about Jesus’ identity 
& miraculous work. She wanted to know about Him as much as possible. She missed Him with 
His death & decided to visit His tomb the day after His burial. She did not want to be far from 
Him. Her personal & persistent search for Jesus was paid off in the end. She was the first person 
whom the risen Christ appeared & talked to. He did not appear to Peter, whom He chose to 
build His Church upon or John, who was considered His favorite disciple. One of the main 
reasons for Mary Magdalen to receive that honor was her personal & persistent search for 
Jesus. She did not rely on someone else’s testimony about Him. She had Jesus in mind all the 
time & wished to be with Him that early in the morning. Her personal search for the Lord was 
rewarded with the honor of seeing the empty tomb & later the risen Christ Himself. She then 
became the first evangelizer/missionary for Jesus. 
 Once she discovered that surprised news, Mary Magdalen went to share it with Peter & 
John. They ran to the empty tomb to check it out with her. Like Mary Magdalen, they’d have to 
make their own personal search for the risen Christ. Their persistent search would lead them to 
discover the same truth about Jesus & then share that great news with the world as 
evangelizers/missionaries. Without them & Mary Magdalen, we’d never know about Jesus & 
the Easter miracle. They helped continue Jesus’ legacy & further His mission to this day. As 
Jesus’ disciples & Christians in the Twenty-First century, we’re called to do the same thing for 
our Lord& follow the example of Mary Magdalen & the early disciples. We must share the Good 
News of Jesus & Easter miracle with the world. If we don’t do that, how can we continue Jesus’ 
work & bring up the new generations of Christians? Because of your prayer & evangelizing 
work, our church has a big group of RCIA candidates & catechumens this year. These folks have 
learned about Jesus & wished to follow Him & our Christian way of living. We thank God for 
their faith & ask the risen Christ to appear & show them the way to true happiness & eternal 
life.  
 My dear brothers & sisters, today we gather here to celebrate the historical discovery of 
an empty tomb two thousand years ago. This greatest miracle of all time marks the beginning 
of our Christian faith. It reveals to us who Jesus really is. It also calls us to continue His mission 
& show the world the way to God’s Kingdom. So, let’s find our own ways to do that & tell 
everyone all the Easter miracle! 


