
HOMILY of 2nd SUNDAY of LENT – Year B 

 

 This Sunday’s First Reading shared with us how Abraham was able to use a ram in place 
of his only Son to sacrifice to God. Upon reflection on that, I’m reminded of this cute story, I’d 
like to share with you. 
 One day Abraham decided to upgrade his old computer to the new version of Windows. 
His son Isaac couldn’t believe it. 
 “Dad, that’s great! But, your old Personal Computer doesn’t have enough memory!” 
explained Isaac. 
 “My son, don’t worry!” Abraham responded, “God Himself will provide the RAM 
(Random Access Memory).” 

Anyhow, we all have certain people whom we want to meet in person. Some would love 
to meet a movie/sports celebrity while others would appreciate a visit with a royal figure like a 
king/queen. For believers, Muslims would do anything to see prophet Muhammad & Buddhists 
would love to have an encounter with Buddha. Certainly, we Christians would be so excited to 
see Jesus face to face. We want to touch Him & feel His wound on the side & His nail marks. We 
also have many questions to ask & concerns to express to Him. More importantly, we just want 
to be in His presence & gaze on Him like Mary – the sister of Martha & Lazarus – did during His 
visit to their home. 

It certainly does not surprise most of us to see a believer go in search for his/her faith 
leader & god. Some use the later part of their lives doing that while others spend their entire 
lives working for that purpose. Abraham was one of those people who followed God’s 
Commandments faithfully & never failed to look for God throughout his life. In today’s First 
Reading, we learn how he was blessed with an opportunity to meet God. Abraham was asked to 
offer his only son as a sacrifice to God; & in turn God would let him have a spectacular divine 
encounter. Here’s how the Book of Genesis describes that opportunity for Abraham, “…God 
called out to him, ‘Abraham!’ ‘Here I am!’ he replied. Then God said: ‘Take your son Isaac, your 
only one, whom you love, & go to the land of Moriah. There you shall offer him up as a 
holocaust on a height that I will point out to you.’” That is really a hefty price for Abraham to 
pay for an encounter with God. But, he didn’t mind. He was willing to offer what’s most 
valuable to him – his only son – so that he could meet God. Because of his faithful & generous 
heart, God did not only grant Abraham a wonderful divine encounter but also bless with 
countless descendants as the stars of the sky & the sands of the seashore. They will also have 
divine protection in the fight against their enemies. 

As you can see, there are also lots of benefits to have a meeting with God. Farmers & 
growers often pray & call on God to give them good weather & bless them with a successful 
harvest. Kings & queens would gather their troops before a battle & invoke their God to protect 
& help them achieve a resounding victory. Similarly, Jesus wanted to do the same as He called 
on God the Father to bless His disciples & their journey of the Cross. If last Sunday we were told 
to keep our bad habits & demons in check, this Sunday we’re asked to make an effort & walk up 
a high mountain to meet God. The reason we have to go up a mountain to see God is because 
the Bible & tradition tell us that’s where God dwells. Most human customs like the Tibetans’ 
would consider a high mountain a sacred place. That’s why Jesus took His disciples up to Mt. 
Tabor to have a divine encounter. Here’s how the Gospel of Mark shares with us their 



experience. It says, “Jesus took Peter, James, & John & led them a high mountain apart by 
themselves. He was transfigured before them, & his clothes became dazzling white… Then, 
Elijah appeared to them along with Moses, & they were conversing with Jesus… Next, a cloud 
came casting a shadow over them; from the cloud came a voice, ‘This is my beloved son. Listen 
to Him.’” Surely, that was an awesome experience for the three disciples. Peter felt so good 
about it that he wanted to set up a permanent structure to make that experience last forever. 
Jesus sure hoped that experience would give them strength & courage to carry the Cross with 
Him to the end. 

Over the years, people continue to search for a divine experience. For they know that it 
will change their lives forever. It will also bring them all kinds of blessings: protection, guidance, 
wisdom, right judgment, patience, kindness, caring, generosity, compassion, forgiveness, & so 
on. Paul was one of the Christians who were blessed with a divine encounter that turned his life 
around. Here’s how he shares that personal experience with us, “Brothers & sisters, if God is for 
us, who can be against us? …It is God who acquits us… It is Jesus Christ who is at the right hand 
of God & interceding for us.” So, if we have God on our side, God will forgive us on the Last Day 
& God’s Son Jesus would intercede for us at the right hand of God. No one, not even Satan, can 
be against us if God is with us. That’s why some people have searched for a divine encounter by 
making pilgrimages to sacred places or spiritual retreats with various faith groups. Others hope 
to meet God through the Mass, sacraments, confession, church visits, or prayers. Those 
spiritual experiences will give God more opportunities to speak to them heart-to-heart & let 
God do great miracles in their lives. 

My dear brothers & sisters, Lent is the time for us to come home to God. Besides asking 
God to forgive us, we need to search for opportunities to meet God this Lent. We’ve seen how 
Abraham & the three disciples felt after they had a divine encounter. They were so excited & 
willing to do anything to keep that experience last longer including setting up a permanent 
structure for God & all the holy figures. Hopefully, we’ll have a divine encounter & similar 
experience this Lent. So, let’s search for opportunities to meet God/Jesus in this season by 
coming here to Church, or receiving the Sacrament, or increasing our prayer time a little more. 


