
HOMILY for HOLY THURSDAY – Year ABC 

 
 Tonight the Church celebrates Holy Thursday. Two historical things our Lord did on Holy 
Thursday two thousand years ago are washing the feet of His disciples and establishing the Holy 
Eucharist. Tonight we repeat what Jesus did & preparing ourselves for His upcoming death & 
resurrection. 
 Washing someone’s feet is not something we do it every day unless we work at a nail 
salon. For this is a humble & tendering act. We only wash someone’s feet without getting paid 
if we know this person well & care about him/her a lot. For it’s truly an act of love. But, it’s also 
an act of humility. When we bend down to do something kind & unexpected for someone, we 
let that person know how much we love him/her. We want to show the world that we’d try to 
take care of one another including doing that incredible act. That’s exactly what Jesus did 
tonight. He wanted to show the world that He would take good care of His disciples & watch 
over them even though He might not be physically present with them. He needed to let His 
disciples know how much He loved & cared about them if they did not get it during His time 
with them.  
 Besides what I just talked with you about, having the Master wash the feet of His 
disciples was something the world had not seen before. That’s why Simon Peter was quite 
surprised to see that & asked, “Master, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “What 
I’m doing, you do not understand now, but you will later.” Peter said to Him, “You will never 
wash my feet!” In other words, Peter did not think that would ever happen in a million years! 
For he never saw or heard that a Master would wash the feet of a servant before. Peter was so 
honored & excited that he made this suggestion to Jesus. Simon said, “Master, then not only 
my feet, but my head & hands as well.” He basically wanted Jesus to wash his entire body. But, 
Jesus reminded Peter that he would not need to do that because he was already clean. Then, 
Jesus suggested to all of His disciples, “… If I, the Master & teacher, have washed your feet, you 
ought to wash one another’s feet. I’ve given you a model to follow; so that as I’ve done for you, 
you should also do.” So, Jesus advised & encouraged His disciples to follow His example & do 
the same for one another once He was gone.  
 Jesus obviously did not want His humble act of washing the feet of His disciples end with 
Him tonight. Rather, He wished that all of His future disciples would carry one His legacy & 
wash one another’s feet like He did. Over the years, I’ve seen how some Christians have carried 
on Jesus’ dire wish & done it in various ways. Some of them have done it by being missionaries 
around the world. Others have volunteered right here at home to feed the poor at God’s 
kitchen, help the homeless at various shelter places, visit the homebound & the sick in the 
hospital, & so on. The latest act of feet washing has been done by nurses, doctors, & medical 
staff for Covid victims. These people have taken on a dangerous, deadly mission to help out 
another human being on the brink of death. They risk their lives to wash the feet of those 
victims & try to save their lives. Some of these medical people did contract Covid & died. Others 
have had to work long hours & in a stressful environment to take care of the Covid victims. But, 
they’ve shown us what it means to wash the feet for one another. 
 Finally, tonight our Lord is creating the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist & leaving it with 
us as a great memory of Him & a wonderful spiritual food on our faith journey. Here’s how Paul 
talked about the Holy Eucharist in today’s Second Reading, “… The Lord Jesus, on the night He 



was handed over, took bread, & after He had given thanks, broke it & said, ‘This is my body that 
is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, 
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.’ For as often as you eat this bread & drink the cup, you proclaim the death of the Lord until 
He comes.” So, Paul wants to remind us about the historical event that we celebrate tonight as 
Jesus created & left with us the Holy Eucharist to continue our memory of Him. He encouraged 
us to celebrate the Holy Eucharist often to commemorate His death & anticipate His second 
return. We might take the Holy Eucharist for granted & not see its emotional & spiritual value. 
But, the Holy Eucharist is truly a time capsule or a video telling about God’s love for us & what 
God would be willing to do to save us & give us the promise of eternal life. The Holy Eucharist is 
indeed a look back at the past event & an anticipation of what’s coming. It is our last memory of 
Jesus & also our hope to see Him again. 
 My dear brothers & sisters, Holy Thursday marks the beginning of the historical journey 
that Jesus would take to bring us salvation & eternal life. Certainly, He did not have to do that 
or leave with us the Holy Eucharist. But, He did it to show us His love for us & encourage us to 
follow Him to the end. The Holy Eucharist is our direct link to Jesus. It helps us remember Him & 
challenge us to continue the mission He left behind for us.      


