
HOMILY for 6th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME – Year B 

 
 This Sunday’s readings discuss with us about lepers who were shunned & cast aside by 
society. As I think about that message, I’m reminded of this cute story I’d like to share with you. 
 A man who had been in a mental institution for some years finally seemed to have 
improved to the point where it was thought he might be released. The psychiatrist who headed 
the institution, with commendable caution, decided however to interview him first.  
 “Tell me,” said he. “If we release you, as we are considering doing, what do you intend 
to do with your life?” 
 The inmate said, “It would be wonderful to get back to real life &; if I do, I will certainly 
refrain from making my former mistake. I was a nuclear physicist you know, & it was the stress 
of my work in weapons research that helped to put me here. If I am released, I shall confine 
myself to work in pure theory, where I trust the situation will be less difficult & stressful.” 
 “Marvelous,” said the psychiatrist. 
 “Or else, “ruminated the inmate. “I might teach. There’s something to be said for 
spending one’s life in developing a new generation of scientists.” 
 “Absolutely,” said the psychiatrist. 
 “Then again, I might write. There’s considerable need for books on science for the 
general public. Or, I might even write a novel based on my experiences in this fine institution.” 
 “An interesting possibility,” said the psychiatrist. 
  “And finally, if none of these things appears to me, I can always continue to be a 
teakettle!” 
 Anyway, as we’ve heard in the last couple of Sunday’s readings, Jesus did lots of healing 
during His ministry. He never seemed to run out of sick people to heal. Among those people 
were the lepers. There’s an important reason for Jesus to heal the lepers. This Sunday’s 
readings help us learn more about that reason & hopefully give us valuable spiritual lesson on 
our faith journey. 
 Today’s First Reading shares with us how a leper was treated back then. The Book of 
Liviticus explains, “...The one who bears sore of leprosy shall keep his garment rent & his head 
bare, & shall muffle his beard; he shall cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean!’ As long as the sore is on him, 
he shall declare himself unclean… He shall dwell apart, making his abode outside the camp.” 
First of all, leprosy is a hideous & painful skin disease. A leper has red blotches & painful 
pustules all over his/her body. Those wounds bleed & push out disgusting oozes that scare 
most people away. I remember the first time I saw a leper as a kid & how this disease destroyed 
his face & limbs. He lost part of his nose & ears. He was bleeding & oozing on his face & limbs. It 
looked painful & a bit distasteful. He was begging for food along with his wife & a couple of 
kids. My heart was moved with pity for them. Some gave them money while others tried to 
avoid them. I could see why he could not get a job with his appearance. Later I was told that 
those lepers were sent away to an island to avoid spreading infection to the rest of society. 
 That leads me to the bad treatment of lepers. These victims already suffer physical pain. 
Now society shuns them & causes them mental & emotional pain. Sadly, what we heard in the 
First Reading is still true in our time about the physical, mental, & emotional pain. We could 
only imagine how a leper must have felt as he/she goes through each day. A leper has to 
endure not only the physical pain but also the feeling of rejection & isolation. Society does not 



think a leper is worth anything or want anyone to be around him/her. We could see how sad & 
lonely a leper must have felt. A leper certainly does not have a future or reason to live. The only 
one who could bring healing & hope to a leper was Jesus. That’s what happened in today’s 
Gospel. Apparently a leper learned about Jesus & came to Him begging, “If you wish, you can 
make me clean.” Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out His hand, touched him, & said, “I do will 
it. Be made clean.” The leprosy left him & he was made clean. 
 I’m not sure if the leper was thankful & excited about his healing or the fact that 
someone like Jesus reached out to him & dared to touch him. Remember that lepers were 
social outcast & second-class citizens. No one wanted to be around them or reach out to them. 
In fact, they all had to live outside of the city gate to prevent spreading the infection of leprosy. 
Jesus was one of the few people who looked their way & reached out to them. He might be the 
only one who had compassion & ability to cure them. So, this leper in the Gospel was thankful 
& excited to have Jesus lend him a healing hand. He was so excited that he went away & began 
to publicize the whole miracle. It was impossible for Jesus to enter a town openly as people 
kept coming to Him from everywhere for healing. Jesus was indeed their hope & salvation! He 
saved their lives & gave them reasons to live. If they did not meet Him, their lives would still be 
in a dump & they would end up with a short, lonely life. Furthermore, people of our time often 
search for & praise individuals who dare doing something new & unusual. Believe it or not, 
Jesus was someone who broke the cultural barrier & reached out to social outcast like the 
lepers. He made them feel alive & human again! 
 Thankfully, society does not treat lepers now like it did before. However, some of its 
citizens continue to suffer similar treatment as social outcast even in the twenty-first century. 
The first group that still gets bad treatment & faces rejection around the world is the 
immigrants. These people have to leave their homeland & leave behind their loved ones & 
belongings to face an uncertain future. They head for America or a Western country because 
they could not stay in their home countries for various reasons. They had to endure all kinds of 
danger & hardships along the way. Only by the grace of God were they able to stay alive. As 
they land on the Promised Land, its hosts use all kinds of tactics to keep them on the other side 
of the border. Some lucky immigrants who could make it across the border have to endure all 
sorts of discrimination & harassment every day. Immigrants are modern-day lepers. Western 
society treats them like a fungus or a virus that needs to be avoided & eliminated. There’re 
certainly other groups of people who are treated as social outcast, for example, the elderly in 
nursing homes, the handicapped, the down-syndrome, the poor, the homeless, the minority, 
the people of color, the people with psychological problems, & so on. All these misfortunate 
folks suffer various forms of discrimination & ill-treatment every day. It is our Christian calling 
to imitate Jesus & reach out to them as Paul implores in today’s Second Reading. It is our duty 
as a global citizen to stand up for their rights. 
 My dear brothers & sisters, we might have figured out how to cure leprosy. But, the 
leprosy virus continues to spread & causes suffering in other forms in our society. People still 
mistreat one another as the social outcast & inflict pains on others whom they do not like. It’s 
time for us Christians to show the world how it should treat the social outcast. Today is the day 
for us Christians to act like Jesus & reach out to people whom society has shunned & pushed 
away. 


