
HOMILY for 5th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME – Year B 

 
 This Sunday’s Readings continue to the healing theme of last Sunday & talk a little bit 
about the desperation for healing from the victims. As I reflect on that, I’m reminded of this 
cute story I’d like to share with you. 
 A man is lost in the desert. He walks for miles & he’s dying of thirst when he sees a tent 
ahead & cries out, “Water! Please, water!” 
 A Bedouin comes out of the tent & says, “How would you like to buy a jacket & tie, sir?” 
 The man says, “No, I need water. Please.” 
 The Bedouin says there’s a tent about 2 miles south where the man can get water. 
 The man drags himself over the burning sands for two miles to the next tent, where he 
collapses & cries out, “Water!” 
 A Bedouin comes out in a tuxedo & says, “I’m sorry, sir; but you need a jacket & tie to be 
served!” 
 Sometimes, we feel so desperate & hopeless like that poor man, heh? Anyway, I don’t 
know what you’ve heard in today’s First Reading. But, what I’ve heard is the voice of a 
desperate man. Let me show you how he felt deep down in his heart, “Job spoke, saying: ‘Is not 
one’s life on earth a drudgery? Are not his days those of a hireling? He is a slave who longs for 
the shade, a hireling who waits for his wages.” He continued, “…I’ve been assigned months of 
misery, & troubled nights have been allotted to me… I’m filled with restlessness until the 
dawn… My days come to an end without hope… I shall not see happiness again.” As you might 
recall, Job had to face one tragedy after another. He lost his family & all possessions. Then, he 
suffered from some mysterious illnesses & was rejected by his friends. He certainly did not have 
much reason to live. We can hear the despondence in his expression above, “Is not one’s life on 
earth a drudgery? Are not his days those of a hireling?” In other words, Job felt that we humans 
are stuck in a miserable circle of life. We have to enslave ourselves to a job to make living. At 
night, we toss & turn as we worry about bills & all sorts of other issues. We feel our life is like a 
huge burden on our shoulders. Some who don’t know how to deal with their lives’ challenges 
decide to end it. Others abuse alcohol & substances to ease their pain & help them forget their 
misery for a while. 
 Over my twenty-four years of being a priest, I’ve done lots of tragic funerals of suicide 
victims. They range from middle-school & high-school kids to adults in their early 60’s. These 
victims all felt hopeless & overwhelmed by their life burden. They could not see a way out & 
decided to end their misery by taking their own life. In a recent research by a mental health 
organization, I’ve learned that one hundred twenty-five people would commit suicide a day. 
Certainly that number would increase during this pandemic. People get stressed out & don’t 
know how to handle a tough situation. They’re in so much pain that they want to stop it by 
ending their lives. That’s how Job felt at first, but thankfully he found a reason to continue on 
living. He wanted to live for his God. He did not think that God would abandon him or leave him 
for dead. God gave him the reason to hope for a better day. As we might remember, Job always 
had a close relationship with God & let God help him find solutions for his problems. He knew 
God had a mission for him & would not abandon him for dead. So, he faced his challenges 
head-on every day knowing that he did not have to do it all by himself. God would be there to 
help him through the toughest & darkest moments of his life. That’s how Job could prevent 



himself from taking his own life. That’s the way Job could face all the tragedies in his life & still 
remain hopeful. 
 Another person who had to deal with lots of crosses in his life & yet never wanted to 
give up on his life was Paul. As you might know, he imprisoned & killed lots of Christians in the 
early part of his life. He terrorized the early Christian community & committed a horrible act of 
Christian massacre. His sin could be considered unforgiveable by Christians & the Lord. 
Thankfully, we have a forgiving God who gave him a second chance & called him to turn his life 
around. He met the risen Lord on the road to Damascus & accepted that second chance. He 
decided to dedicate the rest of his life to serve & promote the very group that he persecuted 
for years. Unlike Judas who betrayed Jesus & failed to find reasons to live for, Paul now asked 
Christians to forgive him & sacrificed his life to preach the Gospel of Jesus. Among Jesus’ 
disciples, Paul traveled the most & endured all sorts of hardships for the sake of his Lord. His 
life mission was mainly focused on Jesus & salvation of souls. In today’s Second Reading, Paul 
shares that mission as following, “…I have made myself a slave to all so as to win over as many 
as possible. To the weak I become weak, to win over the weak. I have become all things to all, 
to save at least some. All this I do for the sake of the Gospel.” That’s what Paul lived for after 
turning his life around. Hopefully it’s our life’s focus as well. 
 As you might remember from my last Sunday’s Homily, one of the main reasons for 
Jesus to enter our world was to heal us physically, mentally, & spiritually. He spent most of his 
time bringing healing to our hurtful world. In case we did not realize that, today’s Gospel shares 
with us one more story about healing that Jesus did. As we read today’s Gospel & look out to 
the world, we can see that a lot of people are still in need of healing. One group of people who 
desperately need healing from our Lord & us are the hopeless ones. People face all sorts of 
tough & heartbreaking situations every day. Some of them might be our family & friends. We 
can help bring Jesus & His healing power to those desperate people. We need to give hope & 
solutions to people who have to face a dark night of the soul. We often choose the easy way by 
telling people to obey God’s Commandments & Church’s teachings. We like to debate & argue 
with others on what they do wrong. But, Jesus does not need us to do that. He needs us to 
bring healing & hope to our broken world. He wants us to listen to people who have gone down 
the wrong path & give them reasons to live! That’s how we can bring the healing power of Jesus 
to our broken world. 
 My dear brothers & sisters, our life on earth indeed can be a drudgery. Our daily 
challenges can make us feel hopeless & break us. Thank God for our Christian faith to give us 
hope & reasons to live! I know atheists & some secular people might hate religion & think that 
religion is useless. But, let me tell you, they’re short-sighted & make a huge mistake to remove 
religion from their lives. For years, religion has been a source of hope & encouragement for our 
human family. Study has shown that people with faith or religion tend to have a happy life & 
live longer. Certainly, some have abused or misused faith or religion fort their own benefits or 
agendas. But, faith or religion overall has brought our human family many great benefits. One 
of them is hope & encouragement. It is a wonderful medicine/a miracle drug to help our broken 
world deal with suicide & depression. Hopefully, you have experienced that benefit of our 
Christian faith. Also, I pray that you will share that experience with everyone around you, 
especially people who are hopeless & overwhelmed by the challenges of this world.      


