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This Sunday’s Gospel talks about a man possessed by evil spirits came to Jesus w a 

question. That reminds me of this cute story that I’d like to share with you. 
 A man walked into the second-story bar & ordered a drink. The man next to him began a 
conversation about wind currents in the area. The first man said he didn’t understand what was 
so special about the wind; so the second man said, “Let me demonstrate.” 
 With that, he went to the window, jumped out, did a little spin in midair & came back in. 
“See how great the currents are? You can do the same thing.” 
 After a few more drinks & much prodding, the first man decided to test the wind 
currents himself. He went to the window, jumped out, & fell to the ground. 
 The bartender looked at the other man & said, “Superman, you’re really mean when 
you’re drunk!” 
 That’s the best I can do for a cute story about someone being possessed by spirits! 
Anyway, Jesus did many wonderful things for God’s people during His ministry. But, one thing 
He particularly focused on was healing. He healed them physically, mentally, & spiritually. 
Perhaps, He knew that we’re all broken & hurting in this world. Some are hurting because of 
illness & health problems. Others are broken because they’ve lost someone in their lives or 
dealt with some troublesome relationships. In fact, this Sunday’s Gospel lets us know about one 
person who needed His healing hand. Apparently, a man with an unclean spirit approached 
Jesus in the synagogue & yelled out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 
you come to destroy us? I know who you are – the Holy One of God!” 
 That sudden & hostile encounter between the possessed man & Jesus tells us a few 
things. First, through the testimony of the possessed man & the Devil or evil spirits, we know 
the true identity of Jesus. He’s the Holy One of God. In other words, He’s holy & divine. He’s not 
just another human prophet. We humans might have doubt about who Jesus is. But, the Devil 
does not. That is because it has to know everything about its arch-enemy, i.e. God & can 
recognize God in an instant. Otherwise, it’d be in trouble & potentially destroyed if it’s not 
alert. 
 Second, evil is real & present in our world. We might not see the Devil with our own 
eyes every day; but that does not mean it does not exist. We’ve seen its footprints all over the 
world. All wicked & heinous acts definitely come from the Devil. Temptations & tricks belong to 
the Devil as well. Like God, the Devil knows everything about us. I has a detail list of our 
strength & weaknesses. It figures out how to push certain buttons to make us angry or do 
something really bad. It creates havoc around the world every day. It causes people to say nasty 
things & do hurtful things to one another. It pushes people to hate & do violent things for some 
ideology. It lures people to lie & cheat, but think that they could get away with it. Those are 
some of the horrible effects that the Devil & evil spirits have done to our world every day. 
 Finally, during the encounter & exchange between the possessed man & Jesus, we 
discover that the evil spirit seemed to be scared of God. Here’s how it expressed its feeling 
about the presence of Jesus the Holy One of God, “Have you come here to destroy us?” So, 
there’s a constant war or daily struggle between the Devil & God, between evil & goodness, 
between the power of darkness & the power of light. Thankfully, God is still in charge & totally 
in command of the world whether we can see & recognize it or not. Otherwise, evil & the 



power of darkness would take over the whole world. That would mean our world is being 
turned into hell right here on earth! 
 Again, this Sunday’s Gospel reminds us about one of the main reasons why Jesus came 
into our world. He has come to heal us & our broken world. That’s what we see & read about in 
the Gospels. He healed the sick, the paralytic, the blind, the deaf, the mute, & the leper. But, He 
did not do just physical healing. Jesus also comforted the sorrowful & helped turn around 
people with psychological problems. In doing that, He healed them mentally. Still, there’s one 
more kind of healing that Jesus did during His ministry. He healed lots of people spiritually. 
People like tax collectors & prostitutes went down the wrong path spiritually & morally 
speaking. Thankfully, they met Jesus; He guided them back on the right path. What He did for 
them can be called spiritual healing. He helped them find the way back to God & turn their lives 
around. 
 My friends, what kind of healing do you think our world might need from Jesus right 
now? Physical healing? Mental healing? Spiritual healing? Or, all of the above? If we look 
around the world these days, we see all kinds of illnesses that would need Jesus’ healing hand. 
Certainly, the most contagious & deadly disease we’re suffering now is the Covid pandemic. As 
you might know, this disease has killed over a few million people & caused the whole world lots 
of pain & suffering. We need Jesus to heal us, our families & friends, & other suffering people 
from all the physical afflictions.  
 But, physical healing is not the only thing we’d ask the Lord to do for us. We want Him 
to bring us mental healing as well. This Covid pandemic alone has caused people lots of stress, 
anxiety, worry, fear, & hopelessness. Some people also have to deal with relationship problems 
while others continue to worry about their jobs & daily basic necessities. Surely these people 
need Jesus to bring them mental healing & restore them to a normal life. 
 However, there’s one more kind of healing that Jesus could do for our world, namely, 
spiritual healing. We can see that our world is spiritually deprived. People cannot tell right from 
wrong. There’s no moral compass or ethical guideline that they must follow. Some think they 
can lie & cheat; but would not be held accountable for their wrong actions. The rich & the 
powerful can do whatever they want & freely trample on the poor & the weak. Worst yet, 
violence & killing has become the daily norm without fearing God’s punishment. Our world 
definitely needs Jesus to bring it spiritual healing & help it return to a virtuous life. For that’s 
how it can find true peace & happiness. 
 My dear brothers & sisters, we hate to admit it, but we’re all broken & much needed 
Jesus’ healing. Our world is also in lots of pain & suffering. It needs our Lord to restore its peace 
& love for its neighbors. It cannot continue to hurt its neighbors & the instruments of evil spirits 
& power of darkness. It has to reject evil acts & embrace a life of love & peace in Jesus. 
Otherwise, it’ll face hatred, bloodshed, & destruction until the end of time. So, I ask you to 
come to Jesus & beg for healing. Let’s remember to invite Jesus to touch our suffering & broken 
world as well.   


