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These FAQs are intended to help you answer the questions of the faithful regarding diocesan 
COVID-19 norms. You are welcome to use these answers verbatim in written or verbal 
communications, but please do not post this document in its entirety on your website or social 
media. 
 
Are masks and other COVID-19 mitigation strategies still in place in our parishes? 
Yes. The health and safety of our parishioners and priests is paramount as we welcome 
individuals back to Mass. Liturgical directives remain in effect that all members of the faithful 
attending Mass who are two years old and older and able to medically tolerate a face covering 
will need to bring and wear their own appropriate face covering to attend Mass. This includes 
those who have already received the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
What is the current seating capacity guidance for parishes? 
Churches are not limited to a specific percent of fixed seating capacity for indoor worship. 
Current guidelines remain that pastors are welcome to invite as many of the faithful as the 
church can hold while still maintaining the appropriate social distance among households.  
 
What happens if more people show up than we can accommodate? 
Parishes may wish to continue using sign-ups to help ensure individuals have a seat when 
coming to Mass. If the faithful make a good faith effort by showing up to Mass only to be 
turned away due to capacity having been reached they are dispensed from their Sunday 
obligation. (See section on overflow) 
 
Can I fulfill my Sunday obligation by attending a weekday Mass? 
A Catholic’s Sunday obligation may only be fulfilled by attending Mass on Saturday evening or 
Sunday. Individuals who are legitimately unable to participate in Mass during that period are 
dispensed from their obligation and not bound to attend on another day of the week. 
 
Nonetheless, while participation in a weekday Mass cannot fulfill an individual’s Sunday 
obligation, it would be commendable for individuals turned away for capacity reasons to attend 
Mass during the week in order to be nourished by the celebration of the Eucharist in the parish 
community. 
 
Can my parish create an overflow section with a livestream from the sanctuary? 
A person truly participates at Mass when he or she is physically present in a congregation 
celebrating the sacred action at the ambo and altar in the presence of the priest. When a 
church is at seating capacity, an area wholly separated from the church may be prepared so 
that people can follow what is going on in the church via a livestream or closed circuit TV. While 
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such a provision affords an opportunity for people to unite themselves spiritually to the Mass 
being viewed, it cannot be considered an acceptable alternative for attending Mass within the 
church in the midst of the gathered faith community.  
 
Why is faith formation being allowed now? 
The Diocese of Grand Rapids has been and will continue to review and amend parish norms as 
the situation necessitates. 
 
After further consultation with leaders, a review of our current situation in West Michigan, and 
a review of numerous other factors, Bishop Walkowiak will be allowing in-person faith 
formation for grades K-12 to resume. 
 
A number of these other factors include: 

-Parishes are entering a time of immediate preparation for the reception of initiation 
sacraments with children, youth and adults. This is best accomplished with in-person 
gatherings. 

 -The mental health and well-being of youth. 
-The fact that many children are already going to school every day and playing sports. 
Children who are still attending school virtually are not logging on for additional virtual 
faith formation in the evening. 
-Families are participating less in virtual faith formation as the situation is prolonged. 

 
Why can’t we resume adult faith formation? 
The Diocese of Grand Rapids will continue to review and amend parish norms as the situation 
necessitates. We want to prioritize our children’s return to the classroom. 
 


