
HOMILY for 2nd SUNDAY in ORIDNARY TIME – Year B 

 
This Sunday’s Readings talk about God’s call to us. As I reflect on that message, I’m 

reminded this cute story that I’d like to share with you. 
After a Sunday morning Church Service, Philip suddenly announced to his mother, 

“Mom, I’ve decided to become a minister when I grow up.” 
“That’s alright with me, Son. But, what made you decide that?” 
“Well,” said the little boy, “I’ll have to go to church on Sunday anyway; so I figure it’ll be 

more fun to stand up & yell, than to sit down & listen!” 
 That’s one way of answering God’s call. Anyway, last Sunday we celebrated the Feast of 
the Baptism of our Lord to commemorate the Baptism of Jesus & mark the beginning of His 
public ministry. As I said before, Jesus did not get baptized & then go home to play Tic Tac Toe. 
Instead, He went out to preach the Good News & do lots of good deeds for the world. But, He 
couldn’t do it by Himself. He needed help & hence called on twelve early apostles to give Him a 
hand. This Sunday’s Gospel shares with us how our Lord recruited His first apostles. He called 
some by themselves while others along with their siblings. We don’t know how many people 
turned Him down. Thankfully twelve of them answered His call & agreed to follow Him. One of 
them (Judas) did not faithfully go through with his calling & betrayed Jesus later on. I’m sure we 
can relate to that in our time as we have had quite a few fallen-away Catholics/Christians. 
 As we recall how Jesus recruited His first disciples/apostles, we see the enthusiasm & 
faith they had in Jesus. Most of them might have heard about our Lord or checked on Him 
before agreeing to follow Him. They all left behind their families, friends, possessions, dreams, 
hopes, & certain lifestyles in exchange for a new way of life. That new life demanded them to 
change & put their hope & trust in Jesus the Son of God. It invited them to go from town to 
town with Jesus & share His Good News with the world. It asked them to witness God’s love to 
the people of God through healing, feeding, comforting, guiding, & driving out evil spirit. It 
called them to carry their daily crosses & embrace Jesus’ passion & Cross. Basically, they had to 
risk everything in exchange for the promises of salvation & eternal life on the Last Day. 
 Besides making personal sacrifices & having faith in their new Master, some of the early 
apostles also went out of their way to point their family members to Jesus. For me, that’s an 
extraordinary act of witness & a wonderful reference. It’s like you’ve found something 
wonderful such as a great sale & you have to tell your families & friends about it. Here’s how 
one of those brothers reported to his family members about Jesus in today’s Gospel, “…It was 
about four in the afternoon. Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who 
heard John the Baptist [talk about the Lamb of God] & followed Jesus. He first found his own 
brother Simon & told him, ‘we’ve found the Messiah’ – which is translated the Christ. Then, he 
brought him to Jesus.” I think it’s heart-warming to see someone like Andrew who would point 
his brother Simon Peter to Jesus. It tells me that Andrew must have seen something 
extraordinary in Jesus. Otherwise, he would not do that to his brother. My friends, when you 
see something great, you’d want to share that secret/discovery with everyone you know. Also, I 
want to praise & highlight what Andrew did. Because of Andrew’s personal reference, Jesus was 
able to find someone like Peter to build His Church & continue His legacy to this day. Likewise, 
we don’t have to convert the whole world for Jesus all by ourselves. All we have to do is refer 



our families & friends to Jesus after finding out how wonderful He has been to us. For those 
people might be great saints & role models for the Church in the future. 
 We may think Jesus’s call for us to be His disciples happens before the day of our 
baptism & ends at the moment we become a Christian. But, the truth is that Jesus has begun to 
court us before our baptism & continued to call us to follow Him after that special day. Some 
Christians keep answering His calls & renewing their discipleship every day. Others fail to 
answer or completely ignore those calls & go their own ways after their baptism. That’s why 
we’ve seen lots of fallen-away Christians/Catholics. According to some reports, that number is 
more than twice the current practicing Christians/Catholics. That’s certainly sad & troublesome, 
isn’t it? Here we have the Son of God & Savior of the world who call people by name to be His 
disciples. Yet, some have not viewed that call as a lifetime honor or a great duty to welcome & 
carry on. Ironically, most people would crave for any kind of attention or limelight in their daily 
life. If a famous person contacts them, they’d be insanely excited & do anything to keep in 
touch with that figure. Unfortunately, we don’t see the same enthusiasm when it comes to 
Jesus who keeps calling us every moment of our lives – day or night – to follow Him. 
 In case we still have any doubt about the continuous calls of our Lord to follow Him, we 
just need to read this Sunday’s First Reading & see how Samuel was called in his sleep. 
Apparently Eli & Samuel spent the night in the Temple of the Lord. The Lord called on Samuel, 
but he thought that Eli did. He answered & ran to Eli; but he found out that it was not him. 
Gradually, Eli realized that it was the Lord who called Samuel & advised him on how to answer 
it the next time. So, on the third time, Samuel answered, “Speak, Lord! For your servant is 
listening.” I hope that’s how we would respond to the Lord’s call for us to follow Him 24/7, day 
& night. So, what does it mean for us to answer “Yes” to Jesus 24/7? It means that we have to 
avoid all evil acts & do more good deeds. We need to resist temptations by the power of 
darkness & embrace God’s Commandments & Jesus’ teachings. We should denounce hate & 
violence in any form & promote love & peace instead. We should not get stuck in the circle of 
hate & revenge when someone angers us. We should do good things to our neighbors & help 
out around the house for our families. We must get rid of any thoughts & ideologies that will 
result in the division of the Church. Instead, we must welcome & promote ideas & ways that 
will bring it unity & harmony. That’s what it means for us to keep saying “yes” to Jesus & being 
His disciples. Otherwise, we’re only a Christian/Catholic in name. 
 My dear brothers & sisters, it takes lots of sacrifices & a big commitment to follow Jesus. 
Speaking for myself, I consider it to be a great honor of being a Christian/Catholic. For it gives 
me purpose for my life & hope for what’s beyond the current world. I continue to answer Jesus’ 
call for me 24/7, day & night, even though I might face challenging moments & heavy crosses at 
times. So, what’s about you? Would you still answer His call for you to be His disciples every 
day? 


