
HOMILY for THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY – Year ABC 

 
 This feast talks about 3 astrologers who searched the whole Universe for anything 
unusual & found a strange star. As I reflect on that, I’m reminded this cute story about the 
astronauts & want to share with you. 
 The week before a space launch, an astronaut tries to relax at an out-of-the-way pub. 
But, the bartender recognizes him & says, “You fellows at NASA think you’re something, going 
to the moon & doing all of that spectacular stuff. But, we’ve got a couple of guys here who’ve 
been building their own spaceship out back.” 
 Reluctantly, the astronaut goes outside to look – the spaceship is a mess of beer bottles, 
cans, & junk. “We’re planning to go to the Sun,” boasts one guy. 
 “This thing will be incinerated before you can get close to the Sun,” the astronaut warns. 
 “We got that all figured out – we’re going at night!” proudly exclaims another guy. 
 When you have a few beer, you’ll have lots of wonderful ideas like those guys at the 
pub! Anyway, today the Church celebrates the Feat of the Epiphany. This feast first of all 
reminds us of a story that really happened after the birth of Baby Jesus. Evidently the Magi 
from the East saw a strange bright star in the sky like a recent phenomenon that was caused by 
the crossing of the orbits of Saturn & Neptune. They studied it for a while & then decided to 
track it to its original location. They left their home country & went in search for this mysterious 
star. Their long, arduous search led them to King Herod as the bright star abruptly disappeared 
from the night sky. They were lost & needed to ask for direction to the star. They stopped by to 
check with the King about the star & see if he might have some information about it. What the 
Magi did not know was that King Herod was clueless about the mysterious star; & worst yet he 
was a “big bad wolf.” 
 Here’s how the meeting between the Magi & King Herod is described in today’s Gospel, 
“… When the King heard this [about the mysterious star & the new-born king of the Jews], he 
was greatly troubled, & all Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the chief priests & the scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They said to him, ‘In 
Bethlehem of Judea, for it has been written through the prophet…’” the Gospel goes on to 
explain the ancient prophecies that point to the rise of the new ruler from Bethlehem for God’s 
people Israel. After finding out all the facts about the new-born king, Herod tried to trick the 
Magi & convince them to check back with him once they found Baby Jesus. 
 As they set out again on their search for the new-born king, the mysterious star once 
again appeared in the morning sky. They followed it & were led to the manger where they saw 
the child with Mary His mother. They paid homage to the new-born king & offered Him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, & myrrh. But, on the way home, they were advised in a dream not to return 
to Herod. So, they chose another way to go home to their country. Surely King Herod was 
furious when he learned that the Magi did not come back to him as instructed. So, he ordered 
the massacre of all the young boys in the region – three-year-old & younger. Hence, we have 
the feast of the Holy Innocent to honor those young martyrs who witnessed Jesus with their 
own flesh & blood. 
 Most scholars & historians confirm that the story of the Magi is true. The same thing is 
also true about what happened after math as King Herod was furious about the Magi not 
returning to him & ordered the killing of many innocent young boys. But, the story of the Magi 



is more than just a historical fact. It’s also about God’s revelation of Christmas to the whole 
world. If Christmas was God’s fulfillment of the long-awaited Messiah for the Israelites – the 
chosen people of God, the Epiphany is the moment that God had chosen to let the whole world 
know about the birth of God’s Son Jesus. The Magi were often known as the three Kings from 
the East who apparently did not know anything about Baby Jesus or ancient prophecies 
predicting the coming of the Messiah. They were simply astrologers or scientists who searched 
the entire Universe for anything strange or unusual. They were not religious or devout people 
of a particular faith. They did not know what might be found at the other end once they got 
there. But, they pushed on & continued their search diligently for the truth about the 
mysterious star in spite of all the hurdles they might encounter along the way. Their diligent 
search was paid off in the end as they were blessed with a meeting with Jesus & the Holy 
Family. We were told that their lives were changed forever with that special encounter. If you 
talk to people with a near-death experience, they would say that they look at everything on 
earth differently & could not wait to meet God or be in Heaven. Likewise, the Magi saw the 
glory of God with their own eyes & chose to follow the right path as they rejected King Herod & 
his evil scheme.  
 There’re many great spiritual lessons that we can draw from this feast of the Epiphany 
besides God’s revelation to the whole world. However, I want to focus on this particular lesson 
for now, namely, the importance of our spiritual search if we want to have an encounter with 
God or experience a miracle. My knowledge of the Bible tells me that anyone who searched for 
God with his/her whole heart would be blessed with that divine experience one way or 
another. Last Sunday we learned how Prophet Simeon & Prophetess Anna wished to meet the 
Messiah of the Israelites for their entire lives. Their diligent work finally paid off as they were 
led by the Holy Spirit to come into the Temple the same time that the Holy Family did. They 
sang praises for that miraculous encounter. Another similar experience happened to St. Mary 
Magdalen as she relentlessly searched for her Lord Jesus after His death & burial. She missed 
Him & was devastated when she was told that someone took His body from the tomb. She got 
restless all night & had to go out to the cemetery early the next morning looking for the body of 
her Master. Her commitment to look for the dead body of Jesus was rewarded with a 
miraculous encounter with the risen Christ.  
  Unfortunately, that robust search for God in the Bible has been pushed back by our 
secular, materialistic society. Everyone seems to search for material stuffs instead of God 
nowadays. They focus on this world instead of the next. That is why they don’t see many 
miracles like the ones in the Bible happen often these days. Instead, they witness lots of 
mundane, boring things day after day. Additionally, they fight & argue among themselves 
constantly over politics & every little thing. The only way they could stop all those fights & 
experience more miracles in their daily lives is to keep searching for God every chance possible 
without getting distracted by worldly things. 
 My dear brothers & sisters, the Magi spent their whole lives searching for the truth & 
the unusual. Along the way, they ran into all sorts of hurdles & evil things like King Herod. But, 
they never stopped looking for the mysterious star. Their persistence & commitment to that 
search paid off in the end. They were blessed with a meeting with the Son of God & Savior of 
the world. My friends, don’t you want to experience the same thing? If you do, then start 
searching for spiritual things beginning today!    


