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 A young son of a Baptist minister was in Church one morning when he first observed 
baptism by immersion. His interest piqued; the next morning he attempted to baptize his three 
cats in the bathtub. The first kitten bore it very well, & so did the young cat, but the old family 
cat rebelled. It fought with him, scratched him, & then escaped. With considerable effort he 
caught it again & proceeded with the ceremony. But, it acted sores than ever, clawed at him, 
spit, & scratched his hands & face. Finally, after hardly even a sprinkle, he dropped it on the 
floor in disgust & said: “Fine, be an atheist!” 
 Anyhow, this Sunday the Church celebrates the Baptism of the Lord. The first reason for 
this celebration is to honor the historical event that happened with our Lord & see why He did 
it. Baptism is often considered the rite of initiation for someone who wants to be a part of a 
certain group. As a leader of the Christians, Jesus would not need to go through any form of 
initiation. But, he was humble enough to subject Himself to a ritual that is usually required of 
His members. He certainly set a wonderful example for future leaders of the Church & of the 
world for that matter. 
 Sadly, most leaders of the world & the Church have not lived up to that example. 
They’ve often put themselves above the laws or certain rituals & require other people to obey 
those instead. They’ve also become consumed by power hunger & never got enough of it. Our 
world would sure be a better place if our leaders would have a humble attitude & considerate 
mindset like our Lord Jesus. He humbly came to John the Baptist who was ranked below Him & 
asked for a baptism of conversion. Our Lord certainly did not need to be converted & baptized 
by John. But, He asked for one; & it was an extraordinary act of humility that we don’t often see 
in our human leaders. That leads me to another reason for our celebration today. That is, the 
new beginning in one’s spiritual life.  

The second reason for this Sunday’s celebration is to mark a new phase in our Lord’s 
ministry. After His baptism, Jesus began His public ministry & went out to preach the Good 
News to the world. He was no longer a private, devout Jew once He entered the Jordan River. 
All the divine signs that we hear in today’s Gospel – from the voice in Heaven to the dove – 
affirm His humble act & cheer Him on to do His public work. That includes healing the sick, 
feeding the hungry, comforting the sorrowful, & sharing His Good News with the 
brokenhearted. Jesus sure did all of that during His public ministry. He went out & made a big 
difference in the world following His baptism. 
 The Gospels told us all kinds of stories about His work, but mainly about healing. He 
healed the blind, the deaf, the mute, the lame, the lepers, the paralytic, the possessed, & so on. 
He also fed the hungry, preached the Good News, helped people find answers about eternal life 
& salvation, & did many miracles for God’s people. But, it’s not by accident that Jesus focused 
most of His ministry on healing. He did that because He knew how much pain & suffering God’s 
people had had to endure. That’s why He was sent down to earth to heal & save us. So, He did 
everything possible to heal the injured & lessen the pain of the suffering. He even healed the 
sick on the Sabbath & was condemned for His good deed. However, that condemnation did not 
stop Him from His mission of salvation. He kept on healing & ultimately offered His own life on 
the Cross to give us the promise of eternal life.  



 As Christians & followers of Jesus, we were all baptized & want to imitate our Lord’s 
example. But, baptism is more than just a ritual that we go through or a certificate that we get 
on that special day. It is a calling from Jesus that we’ve agreed to carry on as Jesus left behind 
for us. It is also a mission that we’ve agreed to carry on as Jesus left behind for us. 
Unfortunately, that’s not how many Christians would view baptism. They think it’s simply a 
ritual that they would do before getting a certificate stating that we’re Catholic, Lutheran, 
Methodist, Baptist, & so on. After that, they’re guaranteed the salvation on the Last Day & a 
place in Heaven. 
 However, if we carefully review the lives of Jesus & the early apostles or disciples after 
their baptism, we’d see that they didn’t go home to play Tic Tac Toe or sit around to talk 
politics. Instead, they all went out to preach the Good News & tried to bring us as many souls as 
possible through the Gate of Heaven. Along the way, they also did these good deeds: healing 
the injured, comforting the sorrowful, reaching out to the outcast, feeding the hungry, lifting up 
the hopeless, & so on. Paul & the early apostles or disciples did the same things. They all went 
out to continue the mission of their Master & converted many people to Christianity. 
 Unfortunately, we’ve not see those things to be the main mission of Catholics or 
Christians these days. The Church has been sidetracked by politics & lots of trivial issues. Its 
members have engaged in a lot of internal fighting & divisive activities. Those things have not 
only wasted time & resources of the Church but also caused it to neglect the main mission that 
the Lord would want His followers to continue. If the early Church did not follow the mission of 
Jesus, it’d not have thousands of new members & keep His legacy alive. Thousands of souls 
have been saved & millions of new members have come to know Jesus over the years. That 
could only happen because some Catholics or Christians still remember what their Lord would 
want them to do, namely, saving souls & recruiting new members for His Church. Sadly, many 
Catholics or Christians are not interested in that mission these days. That’s why we’ve seen so 
much division & infighting among Church members. I can only imagine how disappointed our 
Lord would be as he looks at the state of His Church right now. 
 My dear brothers & sisters, that might be how the Church looks to us now. But, this past 
Sunday, I’ve seen a hopeful sign for our Church as I was honored to baptize two babies in the 
name of our Lord Jesus & welcome these new members into our Church. Their beautiful smiles 
& joyful spirit give me hope for the future of our Church amidst a dark, challenging world. I 
thank their families for giving them the gift of Christian faith & ask our Lord to watch over 
them. I call on you to join me in continuing Jesus’ mission by saving more souls & recruiting 
more new members for His Church instead of something else.  
 
   


