
HOMILY for 28th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME – Year A 

 
 This Sunday’s Readings talk about a new life & a big banquet that the Lord has prepared 
for us in Heaven. As I reflect on that message & the relationships we might lose due to death, 
I’m reminded of this cute story I want to share with you. 
 As the result of an explosive argument with our mother, my little brother posted a sign 
reading “I Hate Mom” on the door to his room, & slammed it shut. 
 My dad, a school psychologist, came home after work to this tense standoff. “I’ll take 
care of it,” he confidently told Mom, & went into my brother’s room. Minutes later, dad came 
out. “He doesn’t hate you anymore,” he reassured her. 
 Sure enough, my brother had crossed out “Mom” on his sign. It now read “I Hate Dad.” 
 Anyway, it hurts when we lose a relationship. It hurts more when we feel that we might 
not be able to see our loved ones again. If you’ve ever had a loved one taken out of this world a 
bit too early, this Sunday’s reading might be able to bring you some comfort & give you answers 
about your deceased loved ones. In case you didn’t know, today’s First Reading is one of the 
typical Bible passages that many grieving families have picked out for the funeral of their loved 
ones. Here’s how it says, “On this mountain, the Lord of hosts will provide for all peoples; a 
feast of rich food & choice wines, juicy rich food & pure choice wines. On this mountain, He will 
destroy the veil that veils all peoples, the web that is woven over all nations; He will destroy 
death forever. The Lord God will wipe away the tears from all face.” 
 The first thing the Lord promises to do in the next world is to wipe away the tears from 
our faces. If there’s one thing that might make our current world miserable & undesirable, it’d 
be too many tears. We shed tears because our loved ones die, or because we have broken 
relationships, or because we lost our jobs & not had enough food & daily resources. There’re 
other reasons for us to cry about in this life. For the Lord promises to wipe away the tears from 
our faces & give us a new life free of all the earthly problems. That’s what we all hope for in the 
next world. 
 The second thing the Lord would put an end in the next world is death. If there’s one 
thing most people are often afraid or don’t like to face, it’d be death. When someone dies, that 
person’s life comes to an end & we feel we might not see him/her again. We feel sad & our 
hearts ache as we say goodbye to that relationship. Perhaps what makes death so scary for 
some people is how it ends one’s life & destroys other relationships. Death leaves a trail of 
tears & destruction with people who are left behind. Worst yet, those people don’t know what 
might have happened to their deceased loved ones. It is the unknown factor about death that 
makes it scary & painful. But, death will no longer be a problem in the next world. For the Lord 
will bless His faithful ones with the eternal life in the next life. 
 The last thing the Lord will provide in the next world for His faithful ones is a big feast & 
all the supplies for their needs. Most people think they lack many things in this life. Some of the 
things they might not have enough in the current world are good health, financial security, & 
basic necessities. Some people struggle everyday with health issues while others worry on how 
they’d make ends meet. Some folks might take for granted their daily basic necessities, but 
many are constantly concerned about not having enough food on the table for their families. In 
this pandemic time, their worries get exasperated as their employment & living conditions get 
worse. Those things might be a big problem for us in this world, but they won’t be in the next 



one. For the Lord will take good care of us & provide everything we need including a big feast. 
We won’t have anything to worry about. So, in the next world, the Lord will put an end to 
death, wipe away our tears, & have a big banquet for us to celebrate a new life - the eternal 
life. 
 Whenever I hear about banquet, I’m reminded of the one at Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
Easter, Wedding, Graduation, Anniversary, & so on. Think about one of those celebrations & 
recall how you felt about it. One of them I attended some years ago was a Thanksgiving 
banquet with a friend’s family when I was in college & away from home. I was invited to 
celebrate Thanksgiving with this family because they knew I could not make it home for it. I 
accepted their invitation & came to this well-kept house where a big banquet was being 
prepared for a group of people. The home was slowly filled with family members, friends, & 
guests. It soon came alive & was full of laughs & small chats. After some socializing, everyone 
was invited to sit down at a huge long table with lots of food. We said a short prayer to give 
thanks & then began to share the banquet. The host went around the table to pour red/white 
wine into our glasses. We were served a delicious bowl of soup before the main course. In case 
you wonder what was served at that Thanksgiving banquet, we had a big roasted turkey with 
bread stuffing, cranberry sauce, mashed potato with gravy, green bean, & biscuits. For desert, 
we had pumpkin pie with whip crème. NO, we did not have chicken eggrolls & friend rice for 
Thanksgiving dinner. I left that banquet with a full belly & a wonderful memory about banquet 
& a gathering of family & friends. 
 That’s what Jesus wants to share with us in today’s Gospel. He compares Heaven to a 
Wedding banquet that God the Father will host for us & His faithful ones. He wants to invite us 
to that banquet of the lifetime & take care of our needs in Heaven. He hopes we will not 
decline it or make up excuses like some of the guests in today’s Gospel. He reminds us to 
continue preparing for the banquet by putting on the proper outfit & living a good Christian life 
on earth. We should not take that invitation for granted or ignore the importance of proper 
preparation for that banquet. If we do, we might regret & miss out on a lot of wonderful 
blessings on the Last Day. 
 My dear brothers & sisters, our earthly life can be quite daunting & difficult due to daily 
challenges, lack of resources, health problems, & human mortality. However, this Sunday’s 
Readings want to let us know that all those problems & challenges will be gone in the next life. 
For our God will put an end to all those blessings including death. God will bless us with the 
eternal life & lots of wonderful things in the next world. For our God will have everything we 
need in the house of the Lord. Let me leave with you these encouraging words from St. Paul in 
today’s Second Reading as we continue to prepare for the next life, “Brothers & sisters,… I 
[Paul] can do all things in Him who strengthens me… For my God will fully supply whatever you 
need, in accord with His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” That’s how our new life in Heaven will 
be like. God will take care of everything for us! 


