
HOMILY for 27th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME – Year A 

 
 This Sunday’s Readings discuss farming, gardening, & putting up a hedge/fence around 
the farm/the garden. As I reflect on that message, I’m reminded this cute story I’d like to share 
with you. 
 A preacher was repairing the fence around the old country church. He noticed that a 
small boy had been watching him for some time. “Do you want to speak with me, son?” the 
pastor asked. 
 “Oh, no,” the boy replied. “I’m just waiting.” 
 “Waiting for what?” the preacher asked. 
 “Waiting to hear what a preacher says when he hits his finger with a hammer!” 
 Anyway, I don’t know if anyone here has ever had some farming experience or done 
some gardening before. People have done farming/gardening for all sorts of reasons. Some 
have done it because they want to follow in their family tradition. Their families might have 
been farming for many generations. Others have gone into agriculture to try out something 
different from a factory/office job. Some people like me want to grow a little produce & work in 
a small garden to get in touch with mother earth. For I want to know where my daily food 
comes from besides Meijer/Kent Fruit Market. Also, working in a garden is a therapeutic way to 
help me unwind & de-stress after a long day at work. I enjoy that alone time to find some peace 
& rejuvenate myself by connecting to Nature & its Creator. The garden has become my 
sanctuary amidst this hectic & challenging world. It allows me to take a deep breath & refocus 
myself after a hectic day. But, what I did not realize is that the Garden is not mine. It belongs to 
God & is leased out to me during my time on earth. Hopefully I’d appreciate & make good use 
of it. 
 However, the garden/vineyard that the readings for this Sunday want to talk to us about 
is not a piece of land in our backyard. Rather, it’s about the life on earth that God has put us to 
be in charge. Here’s how today’s Gospel describes the vineyard & its purpose for us. A 
landowner sets up a secured & good vineyard before leasing it out to tenants. Then, he sends 
out his servants to get the rent. But, the tenants do not want to pay. Rather, they seize the 
servants, beat them, stone them, & kill them. Obviously, the tenants don’t have any respect for 
the owner, or share the same vision about the vineyard with the owner. They treat the same 
way with other servants that he later sends. He even sends his own son to persuade them. But, 
they seize him, throw him out of the vineyard, & kill him. Jesus then asks, “What will the owner 
of the vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?” They answer, “He’ll put those wretched 
folks to a wretched death & lease his vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce 
at the proper times.” Jesus continues, “… The Kingdom of God will be taken away from you & 
given to a people that will produce its fruit.” So, Jesus wants us to show respect to God & His 
servants & be accountable for what God has loaned us. For God will hold us accountable for it 
one way or another. 
 In case we wonder what the Lord would do to an unproductive vineyard, we can ask 
prophet Isaiah & hear his explanation in today’s First Reading. There he talks about a friend 
who does everything possible to take good care of his vineyard. But at the harvest time, he only 
finds wild grapes instead of choicest vines. So, why does his vineyard bring forth wild grapes? 
What would its owner do to it? A good vineyard could bring forth wild grapes only if its 



manager does not take good care of it & allows other external factors to affect it negatively. 
Bad result is often directly linked to an irresponsible manager. The best way the owner would 
do to vineyard with a bad harvest is to leave it for ruin. Here is how today’s First Reading puts it, 
“… Yes, I will make it a ruin: It shall not be pruned or hoed, but overgrown with thorns & briers. 
I will command the clouds not to send rain upon it.” So, the Lord who is the owner of the whole 
Creation would turn a bad/unproductive vineyard to ruin if its manager does not know how to 
take care of it & produce a good harvest as the owner wants. 
 Two big mistakes that this Sunday’s Readings want to warn us about are these. First, we 
should not assume that we can do whatever we want with our lives, or with everything God has 
entrusted to us on earth. That’s a wrong attitude for us to have if we want to be a good steward 
for the vineyard of God. A good steward will search out the will of the owner & carry it out 
faithfully. For the only thing that matters in the end is not our satisfaction or our wish. Rather, 
it’s the will of the owner/God. If we don’t do what the owner wants, we’d be asked to do it 
again until the will of the owner is accomplished. We’d waste lots of time & effort if we don’t 
do so. 
 Secondly, we mistakenly think that we are the owner of our lives & everything we have. 
The truth is that God loans us those & expects us to make good use of them for the sake of the 
vineyard of God. We’re not the owner of everything on earth including our lives. That’s why we 
cannot bring anything along with us when we die. But, most of us often think we own this & 
that. Or, this stuff belongs to me while that thing is yours. Truthfully, God owns everything & 
we’re God’s stewards who have been asked to manage it & make good use of it for the vineyard 
of God. Can you imagine how our world would be like if everyone would consider themselves as 
the stewards/managers instead of owners of everything here on earth? Besides, if we’re not 
the owners, we’d be less selfish & learn to share everything with one another a lot more. 
 My dear brothers & sisters, many people think they’re the owners of everything they 
have or they can do whatever they want with their lives. Today’s readings caution them that 
they’re not the owners of their lives & everything in this life. God is; & they’re simply its 
stewards/managers. Hopefully we’ll also realize that & learn to be good stewards & make good 
use of God’s blessings for us for the sake of the vineyard of God. To help us focus on that goal, 
let me leave with you these words of wisdom from today’s Second Reading: “…Brothers & 
sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is gracious; if there’s any excellence & if there’s anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things. Keep on doing what you’ve learned… & the God of peace will be with 
you.”  


