
October 4th, 2020 Year A 

The 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 



PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION 
Parish Office 616-455-9310 
  1253 52nd St. SE 
  Kentwood, MI 49508 
Fax  616-455-4139 
Email address 
  witness@stmmagdalen.org 
Website address 
  www.stmmagdalen.org 
Facebook 
  St. Mary Magdalen Parish 
 

MASSES & SACRAMENT SCHEDULE 
Saturday  
  5:00 pm 
Sunday   
  9:00 am, 11:00 am, & 5:00 pm 
Mon, Wed - Fri  
  8:00 a.m. 
Adoration   
1st Friday of the month 
  8:30 am-6:30 pm   
Reconciliation 
Saturday  3:30-4:45 pm 
  Or by appointment if  
  necessary 
Baptism 
1st Sunday of the month 
  12:00 pm 
  Call Parish Office, 
  prep necessary 
Wedding 
  6 months preparation necessary. 
  Call Parish Office 
Anointing 
1st Saturday of the month 
  6:00pm 
Funeral 
  Call Parish Office 

Pastor  
Fr. Peter Vu, ext. 100  pvu@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Parish Secretary 
Laura Moore, ext. 107  lmoore@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Michelle Mason, ext. 112  mmason@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Coordinator of Faith Formation 
Molly Wisdom, ext. 103  mwisdom@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Coordinator of Youth & Young Adults 
Allison Hawkins, ext. 104  ahawkins@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Business Manager 
Joseph Hakeem, ext. 102   hakeem@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Director of Music 
Emily Rushmore, ext. 105  erushmore@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Coordinator of Christian Services/Volunteers 
Ruth Bush, ext. 106     rbush@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Ministry of the Elderly, Homebound, & Grieving 
Sr. Agnes Mai Do, ext 117  mdo@stmmagdalen.org 

Kyle Friar   Dorothy Terpak 
Barbara Kuhn   Mary Schauer Oliver 
David Jean   Judy Gorkowski & Family 
Jeremiah Herrmann   Diane Asplund 
Camden Keeley   Roberta Hagen 
Rob Dordan   Max Witgen 
Orcelle LaLonde-Fordham  Paul Toohey 
Matt Potter   Potter Family 
Alice Petrlich   Edward Kaminski 
Robert Church   Kathy Fraher 
Dorothy Nelsen   Norma Reese 
Pam McDaniel   Robert Bowman 
Trudy Swing   Barbara Nawrocki 
Sue Reynolds   Tim & Deb Pelletier 
Michelle Rhoades   Tayman & Bryson Sowers 
Tom Gabourie   Gloria Kenzie 
Henry Hartwell & Family  Marie Reynolds 
Ed Jacobs   John Kehoe 
Ray Kulczyk   Jack Harrington 
Karen Waldron   Therese Partridge 
Sally & Andrew Downey  Barb Mareski 
Colleen Lehman   Carrie Diegel 
Todd Scott   Tim Pelletier 
Therese Fisher   Andrew Haight 

Support Services 
 

Tim Olexa   Maintenance 
Phil Martin   Maintenance 
Mike Wood   Deacon 
 
 
Thomas Roos   Pastoral Council 
Patricia Snyder   Financial Council 
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Josh Lemke, Alex Beauchamp,  
Thomas Church, Egan Simmons, Lindsey Garrett,  
Paul Beauchamp, John Beauchamp, Steve Jacobs,  

Sean Branagan, Scott Stockreef,  
Jon Fraher, Daniel Yonker, Carl Simmons,  

Louis Carlson II, Cpt. Andrea Shefferly 



Saturday, October 3, 2020 
 5:00 pm †MaryAnn Soderberg by St Mary Magdalen Parish 

Sunday, October 4, 2020 
 9:00 am †Jim & Trudy Wagner by their kids 
11:00 am Akira Bizimana by Joseph Mizero & family 
   †Vincent Alighire by Mr & Mrs Don Rens 
 5:00 pm Akira Bizimana by Joseph Mizero & family 
Monday, October 5, 2020 
 8:00 am Diocese of Grand Rapids 
Wednesday, October 7, 2020 
 8:00 am †Elizabeth Hensell by Jack Hensell 
   †James Wittkowski by his family 
Thursday, October 8, 2020 
 8:00 am All Souls in Need of Prayer 
Friday, October 9, 2020 
 8:00 am Our Parish Community 
Saturday, October 10, 2020 
 5:00 pm All Souls by Hoa & Moui Nguyen 
   †Jerry & Judy McCaffrey by MaryAnne McCaffrey 

   †Norman Lee by Dorsie Lee 
   †Peter T. Nguyen by To Tam Nguyen 
   †Peter P. Nguyen by To Tam Nguyen 
Sunday, October 11, 2020 
 9:00 am Volunteers of St Mary Magdalen Parish 
11:00 am †Edward Priest by Ed & Peggy Jacobs 
 5:00 pm Visitors of St Mary Magdalen Parish 

Readings for the Week of October 4, 2020 
 
Sunday Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary  
 Time 
 Is 5:1-7; Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20;  
 Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43 
Monday Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, Priest 
 Gal 1:6-12; Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 and 10c;  
 Lk 10:25-37  
Tuesday Saint Bruno, Priest; Blessed Marie Rose  
 Durocher, Virgin  
 Gal 1:13-24; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14-15;  
 Lk 10:38-42 
Wednesday Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary 
 Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Lk 11:1-4 
Thursday Gal 3:1-5; Lk 1:69-75; Lk 11:5-13 
Friday Saint Denis, Bishop, and Companions,  
 Martyrs; Saint John Leonardi, Priest 
 Gal 3:7-14; Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6;  
 Lk 11:15-26 
Saturday Gal 3:22-29; Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7;  
 Lk 11:27-28 
Sunday Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary  
 Time 
 Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6;  
 Phil 4:12-14, 19-20; Mt 22:1-14  
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Lectors/Cantors for the Weekend 
of October 10th & 11th  

 

            Kodi Schulist, Cantor 

 
 

Music for Mass  
October 10

th 
& 11

th 

Entrance Table of Plenty 

Offertory Deliver Us, O Lord of Truth 

Communion Gift of Finest Wheat 

Recessional 
Come, You Thankful People, 
Come 

We are in need of more face masks  
 

If you can make some cloth masks or donate a 
box of disposable masks we would greatly 
appreciate it. We need to work together to 

keep our Parish family safe. 
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Hello everyone, 
 
 October-the month of the Holy Rosary is always a 
special time that invites us to rediscover its beauty by 
spending more time praying over it, either privately or with 
others; in the car to work, to school or while taking a walk. 
This is a great prayer that was taught by our Blessed Virgin 
Mary to Saint Dominic in the twelfth century. In several 
appearances, our Blessed Mother repeatedly reminded us of 
her message of praying the Rosary for the conversion of 
hearts, for world peace, for the Church and for our own needs. 
 The feast of our Lady of Rosary on October 7 was 
established as an act of thanksgiving to our Blessed Mother by 
Pope Pius V in 1571, when the Catholic League entered into 
the battle against the Ottoman Empire to protect Italy from 
invasion. Pope Pius V requested the faithful to pray the 
Rosary to invoke Mary’s powerful intercession and protection. 
How beautiful it was, that the soldiers went to the battle with 
the Rosary as their spiritual weapons. As a result, 

Catholic League returned in joyful victory. It wasn’t until 
1884 that Pope Leo XII dedicated the entire month of 
October to the Holy Rosary. 
 In 2002, with great devotion to the Mother of God, 
Saint John Paul II announced the Year of the Rosary as he 
confirmed: “With the Rosary, the Christian people sit at the 
school of Mary and are led to contemplate the beauty on 
the face of Christ and to experience the depths of his love. 
Through the Rosary the faithful receive abundant grace, as 
though from the very hands of the Mother of the 
Redeemer.” 
 As we enter this special month of October, let us 
constantly hold the Rosary in our hands as a spiritual 
medicine to heal our souls in this time of crisis and a 
weapon to fight against the temptations and the evils on our 
journey toward our final destination. 
 

In Christ, 
Sr. Mai Do 

Homebound Ministry 

October 3/4, 2020 
 
 
 
 

 Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

 Every October the Church in the United States celebrates Respect Life Month, and the first Sunday of the month is 
observed as Respect Life Sunday. As Catholics, we are called to cherish, defend, and protect life, from the beginning to its 
natural end, and at every stage in between.  
 

 This year the Church celebrates the 25th anniversary of Pope John Paul II’s landmark pro-life encyclical 
Evangelium vitae (The Gospel of Life). This document passionately reaffirms the Church’s teaching on the value and 
sacredness of every human life and inspires this year’s Respect Life theme, “Live the Gospel of Life.”  
 

 Gratitude and joy at the incomparable dignity of the human person impel us to bring the Gospel of life to the hearts 
of all people and into every part of society. In every person we see the image of God's glory. Having received the gift of the 
Gospel of Life, we are a people of life and a people for life.  
 

 I join with my brother bishops in inviting parishes to take part in an important initiative called “Walking with 
Moms in Need: A Year of Service” to serve pregnant and parenting women who are in difficult circumstances. Well over 
150,000 low-income mothers deliver their babies at Catholic hospitals each year, and tens of thousands of pregnant and 
parenting moms are helped each year through Catholic Charities programs and other agencies. In addition, thousands of 
pregnancy care and crisis centers are staffed by Catholic volunteers. This is the Gospel of Life that we live as Catholics, but 
we need to do a better job of connecting moms with these resources. This year will provide the foundation we need to help 
us accomplish those efforts. Please let your pastor know if you would like to be involved in this effort at the diocesan level.  
 

 Thank you to our parishes, schools, institutions, and individuals in the diocese for responding to the call to actively 
live out the Gospel of Life, especially those that make respect life efforts a priority throughout the year. I invite you to visit 
the diocesan website for Respect Life Month resources and to learn more about the “Walking with Moms in Need” 
initiative.  
 

 May our efforts be entrusted to the care of our Blessed Mother, the model for how life should be welcomed and 
cared for.  
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 

 Most Reverend David J. Walkowiak  
Bishop of Grand Rapids  
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Christian Services 

Join us on Saturday, October 10th at noon, in 
the church parking lot.  This is an outside 

event, social distancing required, masks are 
encouraged.  

Prayer is expected to last approximately 40 
minutes, please bring a chair if needed.  

If you have any questions please contact: 
 Pam K at 616-481-8285 or 

pjkosten@gmail.com 

Thank you to everyone who helped at the Feeding 
America truck on September 26th.  We distributed 
food to 831 people, this includes 205 families, 173 
seniors, and 344 children. Thank you for all your help. 

+++ 
October 11th will be our next blood 
drive in the BAC. Beginning at 
8:00 am until 1:00 pm.  Blood is 
needed every day for many reasons 
(accident victims, cancer patients, 
patients with blood disorders, etc.).  
You can go to the Versiti website, click the ‘donate’ 
button, then search by zip code (49508) to sign up. 
Versiti is taking all the necessary precautions to make 
it safe for you and their staff.  All blood types are 
needed, especially type O. 

+++ 
The Men’s Group will be holding their fall scrap metal 
drive on Saturday, October 17th, from 9 am to 1 pm.  
Load up your car and drive up to the large dumpsters 
and the guys will unload it.   

+++ 
You can drop off any unused drugs at the Kentwood 
Police department on Saturday, October 24, 10 a.m. – 
2 p.m.  The Kentwood police department is located at 
4742 Walma Ave. 

+++ 
40 Days for Life is an 
internationally coordinated 
40 day campaign that aims to 
end abortion locally through 
prayer, fasting, and peaceful 
all day vigil in front of 
abortion businesses. From 

Sept 23-Nov 1st, 2020 peaceful prayer will take place at 
320 Fulton St. E. Grand Rapids, MI. Please go to 
40daysforlife.com or call Pam K. at 616-481-8285 for 
more information. 

THANK YOU again to those helping with the slides 
at Mass.  I appreciate your help. I could still use a 
handful of people to help with this ministry once a 
month. Please email me at erushmore@stmmagdalen.org 

or call the office, if you can help.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Our experience of the liturgy has changed during this 
pandemic. Even small adjustments have changed the 
rhythm of the liturgy and will take time to adapt. 
These adjustments are not the same in every diocese- 
or even in every church!  In discussion with Music 
Directors online, I have learned that liturgical practice 
varies widely around the US based on a region’s 
experience and effects of the pandemic: in some 
locations there may be no singing at all, or only an 
entrance and recessional hymn.  I feel fortunate we are 
able to sing the Mass AND are doing so in a safer 
manner by utilizing masks and social distancing.  
(Thank you for wearing your mask. It is so 
appreciated!) We are not currently permitted to have 
more than one cantor and accompanist per diocesan 
rules, but I am making plans to bring back as safely as 
possible the choir for Christmas and hopefully 
Advent.  There are hurdles when it comes to singing 
and directing right now- most notably prevention of 
spreading aerosols to each other. However, attempts to 
mitigate the suspected added risk of singing adds 
complexity to performing together.  I would like to 
thank Keith Ward who is helping me brainstorm how 
to resolve these concerns before we begin to sing 
together again.  Please pray for us as we attempt to 
navigate this uncharted water to balance the needs of 
our community and physical health. Pray for the other 
ministries that still operate during this time like Youth 
Ministry, Religious Ed, Food Truck, the liturgical 
roles, and of course for our pastor, Father Peter.  

Emily 
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Faith Formation Youth Ministries 

We know that God has loved us 
since the moment of our 
conception.  During the Rite of 
Baptism we embrace that love.  
We would like to thank the 
parents and Godparents of the 
children Baptized for allowing us 
as a faith community to offer our 
support to these children in their 
journey of discipleship.  Please 
welcome into our faith family: 

 
 

Jack Graeme Collins 
& 

Lucy Louise Collins 
 

Faith Formation Information  
 Classes begin Wednesday, October 7th 
 Screening will begin at 6 pm 
 Class times are from 6:15-7:25 pm 
 Details and instructions will be emailed to the parents 

of registered students 
 With the guidelines and protocols put in place we are 

unable to accept registrations the first day of classes.  If 
you intended to register but have not, please contact 
Molly Wisdom at MWisdom@stmmagdalen.org. 

 

Prayer for our Faith Formation Year 
Spirit of God,  

fill our hearts with a desire to seek truth and 
rejoice in beauty.  

Help us to know what is pleasing to You and to 
understand what is right and good in Your sight. 

Give us the Spirit of Learning that we may 
please You by our thoughts and love You in Your 

creation.  
Give all teachers Your constant encouragement 

and guide them in their good work.  
Spirit of God, make us effective witnesses of 

Your truth to all whose lives we touch.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. 

Amen.     
(Taken from cloudfront) 

 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you to the catechists who spent time last Saturday in 
reflection and prayer during Encounter 2020.  Thank you 

also to all those at the Diocese of Grand Rapids who 
coordinated and facilitated the event. 

Hello everyone! 
 We live in a time and place of anxiety. We’re 
simultaneously navigating a global pandemic, reckoning 
with race relations, and looking to elect new officials in a 
highly polarized and politicized environment. Any one of 
these things on its own would be cause for some anxiety, I 
think. We’re trying to live and work in the midst of all of 
them. Daily news makes it almost impossible for us to 
disconnect from what’s going on, and that goes double for 
those of us connected to social media. 
 According to the Anxiety and Depression 
Association of America, anxiety disorders affect 40 million 
adults in the US, ages 18 and older. That’s about 18% of the 
population suffering from diagnosed anxiety disorders. 
Anxiety and depression continue to grow. So does a lack of 
affiliation with any religion. While these two things may be 
unrelated, I want to point out that our second reading today 
makes a good argument for the power of faith to combat 
anxiety. Paul writes about this beautifully, extolling the 
Philippians to “have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests 
known to God.” He tells them where to put their focus so 
that they can find God’s peace, and his message is powerful 
and, I’d argue, even more relevant today than it was in his 
own time. 
 But these words can only have power if we 
seriously commit to them and take them to heart. So where 
are our thoughts right now? Are they focused on what is 
true, honorable, lovely, and worthy of praise? Are they 
oriented toward thanksgiving? If not, how can we ensure 
that we make time to reorient our thinking toward God and 
the peace that only He can give? 
Peace, 
Allison 

Youth Ministry Upcoming Events 
High school students interested in attending in-person 

Faith Formation classes must be registered before 
classes begin on October 7th! You can go to the HS 

page on the website and sign up for class. You cannot 
just show up this year due to COVID-19 guidelines! If 

you have not yet turned in your registration, please do so 
ASAP. 

~+~+~+~ 
Young Adults: our next meeting is Friday, October 9th, 
from 7:30-9:30pm. We’ll be meeting under the tent or in 
the BAC depending on weather. We’ll be continuing our 

series on the meaning of life: The Search.  
~+~+~+~ 

Bonfire Part 3: The Final Chapter (for 2020). We’ll be 
having our final bonfire of the season from 7:30-9:30 on 
Saturday, October 10th. High school students interested 

in attending should contact Allison. 
~+~+~+~ 

We are open to receiving pop cans once again! If you 
have pop cans that you would like to donate to the 
parish, please contact Allison. We have raised over 
$1000 from pop can donations so far, and we’re so 

grateful for all of your support! Thank you! 



 

27th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
 
 9:00am Mass 
 

10:00am RCIA  
 

11:00am Mass 
 

12:00pm Baptism 
 

 5:00pm Mass 

 8:00am Mass 7:00pm K of C  
   Meeting 

 8:00am Mass 
 

 9:00am Scripture  
   Study Group 
 

 6:15pm Faith  
   Formation 
 

 8:00pm Men of  
   Emmaus 

9:00am PreCana  
   Class 
 

12:00pm Rosary  
   Rally 
 

 1:00pm Wedding- 
    Stewart/Do 
 

 3:30pm  
    Confession 
 

 5:00pm Mass 
 

 7:00pm HS  
   Bonfire 

 8:00am Mass 
 

 7:00pm PreCana  
   Class 
 

 7:30pm Young  
   Adult Mtg 

Sunday, 4th Monday, 5th Tuesday, 6th Wednesday, 7th Thursday, 8th Friday, 9th Saturday, 10th 

 8:00am Mass 
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Financial News 

  

 

Date Contribution 

September 
26th & 27th 

$    16,016 

Year to Date $  145,015 


