
HOMILY for 26th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME (Year-A) 

 
 This Sunday’s Readings talk about conversion. As I reflect on that message, I’m 
reminded this cute story that I want to share with you. 
 In a certain suburban neighborhood, there were 2 brothers – 8 & 10 years old – who 
were exceedingly mischievous. Whatever went wrong in the neighborhood, it nearly always 
turned out they had a hand in it. Their parents were at their wits’ end trying to control them; & 
after hearing about a priest nearby who worked with delinquent boys, the mother suggested to 
the father that they ask the priest to talk to them. 
 The mother went to the priest & made her request. He agreed, but said he wanted to 
see the younger boy first & alone. So, the mother sent him to the priest. 
 The priest sat the boy down across from the huge, impressive desk he sat behind. For 
about 5 minutes they just sat & stared at each other. Finally, the priest pointed at the boy & 
asked, “Where is God?” Again, the boy looked around but said nothing. A third time, in a 
louder, firmer voice, the priest leaned far across the desk & put his finger almost to the boy’s 
nose & asked, “Where is God?” 
  The boy panicked & ran all the way home. Finding his older brother, he dragged him 
upstairs to their room & into the closet, where they usually plotted their mischief & quickly 
said, “We are in big trouble, bro!” The older boy asked, “What do you mean, big trouble?” His 
brother replied, “God is missing & they think we did it!” 
 Anyway, atheists & agnostics might not need religion or some belief system to keep 
them going every day. But, what many believers look up to religion is more than just the 
purpose for their lives & hope beyond the current world. Religion helps bring them a divine 
experience & calls them home to God. In Christianity for example, what the Bible & Tradition 
often talk about is countless encounters between humans & the divine. Two of the miraculous 
encounters that we Christians celebrate every year are Christmas & Easter. Both of those 
experiences show us how awesome it is for a human being to encounter God. That’s why 
people could not stop looking for Jesus throughout the Gospels to have a divine experience like 
a healing miracle or an exorcism. I’m sure we all want to have one of those experiences. The 
best way for us to do that in the 21st century is to have a personal conversion. In a spiritual 
conversion, we will meet God for sure. That’s why this Sunday’s Readings want us to experience 
a personal conversion. 
 Today’s First Reading lets us know how that conversion could happen as following, “… 
When someone virtuous turns away from virtue to commit iniquity & dies, it’s because of the 
iniquity he committed that he must die. But if he turns from the wickedness he has committed 
& does what is right & just, he shall preserve his life; since he has turned away from all the sins 
that he has committed.” So, prophet Ezekiel calls on the world to change & convert itself back 
to God & find blessings of a new life. Otherwise, its sins will bring death & destruction. There’re 
many examples in the Bible about the importance of conversion. But, the one that stand out 
the most for me is Sodom & Gomorrah. These 2 cities apparently engaged themselves in sinful 
ways of life & were warned to change their lifestyle & come back to God. But, they did not do 
that & continued their old bad habits. So, God sent a meteorite to wipe them out from the face 
of the earth. 



 As I reflect on that Bible story & the call for spiritual conversion, I couldn’t help but think 
about all the bad things happening in our country & around the world right now. We have had 
droughts & famines in certain parts of Africa & now the Covid pandemic all over the world. We 
have seen wild fire in California & Australia. We have received the news about hurricanes in 
Florida, the Gulf of Mexico, & the Caribbean islands along with the typhoons in South China 
Sea. We have heard about earthquakes & volcanoes in various parts of the world recently. If we 
recall how our Lord warned us to watch for those signs & stand tall to welcome our salvation 
time, we’d see that it’s time for us to convert & turn our lives over to the Lord. There’s no time 
left for us to squander on the current world. Rather, we should prepare ourselves for the new 
world. It’s time for us to re-examine our spiritual life. Without that proper orientation, we’ll 
miss out a lot on the new world, including the eternal life, when the Lord comes. 
  We see how important it is for us to repent & prepare ourselves for the coming world. 
Now we can take a look at today’s Gospel. There Jesus shares with us the process of conversion 
like the calling of a father to his 2 sons to be a part of his vineyard. He came to the elder son & 
said, “Son, go out & work in my vineyard today.” The Son immediately replied, “I am on my 
way, sir;” but he never went. Next, the father approached the second son & did the same thing. 
At first, this son replied, “No, I will not;” but afterward he regretted & went. By telling us that 
story, Jesus wants to remind us what true conversion is all about. It’s not about saying the right 
things & making empty promises about change. That’s what the elder son did; he only talked 
about conversion & made promises to change his life, but never did it. On the other hand, the 
second son might reject the will of his father at first; but he thought it over & decided to change 
his life later & did what his father always wanted. Clearly Jesus wants us to be the second son & 
go through our own conversions with real actions. He does not want us to make empty 
promises about changing our lives & never really go through with it. After all, conversion comes 
from the heart & deep personal reflection over time. 
  In case we don’t know how much God desires us to convert & come home, God even 
sent God’s only Son Jesus to come down here to convince us to change & show us the way 
home. In fact, today’s Second Reading explains to us how that conversion process has been 
expedited through Jesus. He humbled himself to take on a human form like us to see all the 
temptations & challenges that we have to face every day. That way He can figure out how to 
help us turn away from those pitfalls & return to the Lord. He knows how difficult it is for us to 
change our bad habits & embrace goodness & the light. But, if we can overcome that hurdle, 
we’ll be able to experience lots of wonderful blessings in this life & the next. For the way of the 
Lord will bring us true peace & happiness right now & eventually lead us to the Kingdom of 
God. 
 My dear brothers & sisters, conversion is a personal experience. It often takes time & 
lots of personal reflection. It took St. Paul, St. Augustine, & the sinful woman in the Gospel half 
of their adult life to realize that their past way of life was wrong & harmful to their spiritual 
wellbeing. With God’s help, they mustered up the courage to change their lives & come home 
to the Lord. As the saying goes, “There is no place like home.” Hopefully we realize the 
importance of our own spiritual conversion & follow their example to return home to God. For 
that’s how we can bring joy to Heaven & experience many wonderful divine blessings in this life 
& the next.  


