
July 5th, 2020 Year A 

The 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 



PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION 
Parish Office 616-455-9310 
  1253 52nd St. SE 
  Kentwood, MI 49508 
Fax  616-455-4139 
Email address 
  witness@stmmagdalen.org 
Website address 
  www.stmmagdalen.org 
Facebook 
  St. Mary Magdalen Parish 
 

MASSES & SACRAMENT SCHEDULE 
Saturday  
  5:00 pm 
Sunday   
  9:00 am, 11:00 am, & 5:00 pm 
Mon, Wed - Fri  
  8:00 a.m. 
Adoration   
1st Friday of the month 
  8:30 am-6:30 pm   
Reconciliation 
Saturday  3:30-4:45 pm 
  Or by appointment if  
  necessary 
Baptism 
1st Sunday of the month 
  12:00 pm 
  Call Parish Office, 
  prep necessary 
Wedding 
  6 months preparation necessary. 
  Call Parish Office 
Anointing 
1st Saturday of the month 
  6:00pm 
Funeral 
  Call Parish Office 

Pastor  
Fr. Peter Vu, ext. 100  pvu@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Parish Secretary 
Laura Moore, ext. 107  lmoore@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Michelle Mason, ext. 112  mmason@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Coordinator of Faith Formation 
Molly Wisdom, ext. 103  mwisdom@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Coordinator of Youth & Young Adults 
Allison Hawkins, ext. 104  ahawkins@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Business Manager 
Joseph Hakeem, ext. 102   hakeem@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Director of Music 
Emily Rushmore, ext. 105  erushmore@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Coordinator of Christian Services/Volunteers 
Ruth Bush, ext. 106     rbush@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Ministry of the Elderly, Homebound, & Grieving 
Sr. Agnes Mai Do, ext 117  mdo@stmmagdalen.org 

Kyle Friar   Dorothy Terpak 
Barbara Kuhn   Mary Schauer Oliver 
David Jean   Linda Papa 
Jeremiah Herrmann   Diane Asplund 
Camden Keeley   Roberta Hagen 
Rob Dordan   Max Witgen 
Orcelle LaLonde-Fordham  Paul Toohey 
Matt Potter   Potter Family 
John Chirco   Alice Petrlich 
Robert Church   Kathy Fraher 
Dorothy Nelsen   Norma Reese 
Pam McDaniel   Robert Bowman 
Trudy Swing   Barbara Nawrocki 
Sue Reynolds   Tim & Deb Pelletier 
Michelle Rhoades   Tayman & Bryson Sowers 
Tom Gabourie   Tim Murphy 
Henry Hartwell & Family  Marie Reynolds 
Ed Jacobs 
Ray Kulczyk   Jack Harrington 
Karen Waldron   Therese Partridge 
Sally & Andrew Downey 
Colleen Lehman   John Kehoe 
Todd Scott    

Support Services 
 

Tim Olexa   Maintenance 
 
Mike Wood   Deacon 
 
 
Thomas Roos   Pastoral Council 
Patricia Snyder   Financial Council 
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Our Outside Speaker is Now Working 
 
For our parishioners and visitors that are either 
uncomfortable sitting inside around others or that find 
it difficult to wear a mask during Mass, we now have 
the option of sitting outside under the tent or on our 
beautiful back lawn. Bring a chair or a blanket and 
listen to Mass outside. 



Saturday, July 4, 2020 
 5:00 pm †Mary & Paul by Mr & Mrs Jacques Nguyen 
   †Etienne by Mr & Mrs Jacques Nguyen 
   †Peter Nguyen by Mr & Mrs Jacques Nguyen 
   All Souls by Mr & Mrs Jacques Nguyen 
   †C. Jack Aalders by Robert Aalders 
   †Joyce Pelletier by Nelson Pelletier 
   †Lou Chatterson by Beverly Chatterson 
Sunday, July 5, 2020 
 9:00 am Healing of Our Country 
11:00 am All Souls in Pergutory 
 5:00 pm Visitors of St Mary Magdalen 
Monday, July 6, 2020 
 8:00 am †Carl & Irene Homerich by Carol Wittkowski  
                 & family 
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 
 8:00 am †Elizabeth Hensell by Jack Hensell 
Thursday, July 9, 2020 
 8:00 am †Donald & Joan Kastenholz by the Kastenholz 
family 
Friday, July 10, 2020 
 8:00 am †Thomas Glowacki by St Mary Magdalen Parish 
Saturday, July 11, 2020 
 5:00 pm †Maria Dau Vu by Son Vu 
   †Lou Chatterson by Beverly Chatterson 
   All Souls by Hoa & Muoi Nguyen 
   †Mary & Paul by Mr & Mrs Jacques Nguyen 
   †Etienne by Mr & Mrs Jacques Nguyen 
   †Peter Nguyen by Mr & Mrs Jacques Nguyen 
Sunday, July 12, 2020 
 9:00 am †Carole Hojnacki by her family 
11:00 am †Margo Saladino by Bob & Edie Ferguson 
 5:00 pm †Mary Jane & C.Jack Aalders by Robert Aalders 

Josh Lemke,  Alex Beauchamp,  
Thomas Church ,  Egan Simmons, Lindsey Garrett , Paul 

Beauchamp,  John Beauchamp,  Steve Jacobs,  
Sean Branagan, Scott Stockreef,  

Jon Fraher, Daniel Yonker, Carl Simmons,  
Louis Carlson II, Cpt. Andrea Shefferly 

Scripture Readings for the Week of July 5, 2020 
 

Sunday Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Zec 9:9-10; Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14;  
 Rom 8:9, 11-13; Mt 11:25-30 
Monday Saint Maria Goretti, Virgin and Martyr 

Hos 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 
6-7,  
8-9; Mt 9:18-26 

Tuesday Hos 8:4-7, 11-13; Ps 115:3-4, 5-6, 7ab-10; 
 Mt 9:32-38 
Wednesday Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12; Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7;  
 Mt 10:1-7 
Thursday Saint Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, and  
 Companions, Martyrs 
 Hos 11;1-4, 8e-9; Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16;  
 Mt 10:7-15 
Friday Hos 14:2-10; Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13, 14 and 
17;  
 Mt 10:16-23 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Benedict, Abbot 
 Is 6:1-8; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Mt 10:24-33 
Sunday Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 55:10-11; Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14;  
 Rom 8:18-23; Mt 13:1-23 or Mt 13:1-9 
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Lectors for the Weekend of  
July 11th & 12th 

5 pm-    Deanna McGowan 
        Stephen Herman 

     9 am-   Anthony Bielecki 
       Chris Maday 
    11 am-   Elizabeth LoPiparo 
        Peggy Jacobs 
      5 pm-   Bill Kelly 
        Mark O’Gorman 



Message from Allison, 
Coordinator of Youth and Young Adults 
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Hello everyone! 

In this time of pandemic crisis when many people are 
suffering because of the coronavirus, we would like to 
show our appreciation to all doctors, nurses and all 
health care personnel who take the risk of their lives to 
help patients from this disease. They are great heroes of 
our time. We also have the same attitude toward many 
spiritual physicians - priests who commit themselves to 
tirelessly give Christ’s healing of the soul as well as 
celebrate the Last Rites to ascertain the salvation for 
God’s people. 

As we know, the Last Rites are reserved for when the 
signs of death are near or major surgery, including three 
sacraments such as:  Confession, Eucharist as Viaticum - 
bread for the Journey and Anointing of the sick.  

Homebound Ministry 

Through these sacraments, the receiver obtains the grace 
of spiritual healing, comfort, courage and forgiveness 
from the Lord. However, many Catholics pass away 
without receiving these spiritual gifts. The reasons are: 
some people tend to wait until the last moment of death, 
some others are not aware of the importance of the 
eventual sacraments for the dying. It is truly wise that we 
should carefully plan ahead of time our own spiritual 
needs. Hopefully, we or our loved ones will be satisfied 
at the last moment of our life. I am so thankful for Father 
Peter, who always responds promptly to our requests no 
matter rain or shine.  Please, feel free to contact us, when 
Last Rites are needed, in the office at 616-455-9310. 
Blessings always, 
 
Sr. Mai Do 

 
Hi everyone! I just wanted to write a short encouraging 
note as we continue to work through the COVID-19 
situation. I know that the extra steps in our daily lives 
(Hand sanitizer! Masks! Excessive cleaning of all 
spaces!) can be exhausting. But we can get through it 
if we all do our part. By remaining diligent, patient, 
and as positive and empathetic as possible during this 
time, we can elevate our community. Through leading 
by example and demonstrating our concern for those 
around us, we can build one another up and weather 
through the pandemic. Thanks for being a part of our 
safety efforts! We appreciate you all.  

— Allison 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kentwood Summer  
Concert Series 

 
The Summer Concert Series will return this month on 
select Thursday nights from 7 to 8:30 p.m. with some 
modifications to ensure physical distancing throughout the 
events.  
 

Kicking us off will be Molly on Thursday, July 16th. 
Molly is a musician, songwriter and performing artist with 
a history of numerous projects and collaborations. Her 
emotive style of singing and thought-provoking lyrics 
makes for an eclectic mixture of soulful expression.  
 

Funkle Jesse, a local four-member band, will perform on 
July 23rd. Funkle Jesse’s always-expanding song selection 
pulls from a variety of genres, including pop, rock, oldies 
and Motown, classic rock and current top 40 hits.  
 

On July 30th, Crooked Root will perform popular covers 
and original music spanning genres such as Americana, 
rock, jazz and blues.  
 

Concertgoers will be invited to grab a blanket or chair and 
settle in on the lawn behind Kentwood City Hall, where 
appropriately distanced areas will be marked for residents 
to safely enjoy the shows. Concerts will be livestreamed for 
those who wish to watch from home. More information is 
available at kentwood.us/summerconcertseries  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GRvfh4rCRObj37eQrBtEVtb5Map_O52aWZzo_tTOIiuUsq-QYQop-3-OOtnjzYWu_CYEIhf75mclf2jG5-kfz6wtzOgBRuVvB5LOadz2lPAZ3ZNYWy13ocNk1b2rLQ5vqiOTmUTtC5V2ht3IOqv8nV9bmwKYl6S5&c=zjaRZRltMD98PRF-FYmhLuggqPHe2P13sVqLjN0OPR8tdQXRH4Xdzw==&ch=PgN_Q
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GRvfh4rCRObj37eQrBtEVtb5Map_O52aWZzo_tTOIiuUsq-QYQop-3-OOtnjzYWuCquVZTPmsBZ6XhoRgltsHtIrcDQMBmFO_yrSBUwfR1oX1-K71hdij7b2MaumKQ_l_FLGiUBibO0JxvCpcounj3oFseybdEO7uY67bgUt6Hg=&c=zjaRZRltMD98PRF-FYmhLuggqPHe2P13sVqLjN0OPR8tdQXRH4Xdz
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GRvfh4rCRObj37eQrBtEVtb5Map_O52aWZzo_tTOIiuUsq-QYQop-3-OOtnjzYWuYTkKpp39b9rLBhImKSzYCcBUwktdLJmWiToxWOXCcMTN1vVGybw_ZehGM1QM1bmsN1W2i7XzFaExWojHJSXzl9PlX_Glxj6H4xn6Uxq7xkqaCus59LLmH4-x9ESBoDuL&c=zjaRZRltMD98PRF-FYmhLuggqPHe2P13s
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GRvfh4rCRObj37eQrBtEVtb5Map_O52aWZzo_tTOIiuUsq-QYQop-1J47_VXS259N3x8bO-MmvN8vK_wkJfST7nAc2ba5uT5JZyDcx12TN1JqqXVpAnfh3Gxax6lFaR7O1ghUTurIfEP3xkGVlDT9lRqXiX0pl-fml1B3kSrmdY=&c=zjaRZRltMD98PRF-FYmhLuggqPHe2P13sVqLjN0OPR8tdQXRH4Xdz
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Christian Services 

We may need to do screening when you come into 
church and to clean the church after each Mass for 
some time.  I would like to form teams for each Mass.  
We definitely need help screening before the Sunday 
11:00am and 5:00pm Masses If you are interested 
please let me know.  We have a several dedicated 
people who help clean after each Mass and I thank 
you for your help.  
 

+++ 
 
With having to stay 6 feet apart and not being able to 
use the kitchen we are doing a Parish picnic on July 
19th.  You eat what you bring, so be as creative as you 
want. Pick something up at a restaurant or put together 
some tailgate fare.  There will be limited table space.  
You might think about bringing a blanket to sit under 
the trees or a lawn chair and small table.  Let’s just get 
together and catch up on what we have been doing.  
 

+++ 
 
July 18th will be our “11th Annual Made in the Shade 
Summer Expo & Craft Show” with more than 30 
friendly and talented vendors including home-based 
businesses, artisans, crafters, direct sales, health and 
wellness, beauty, and cooking tools.  
 
Several of the vendors are from St Mary Magdalen, 
Jim Jakosh, Gina Moore, Maria Orr, and Marianne 
Reber.  Come out and support small and local 
businesses and enjoy being outside. 
 
Masks will be required for this event per the diocese. 
 

+++ 
 
During this time when we do not have missals to 
follow the readings there are a couple of options.  ‘My 
Parish’ app and the ‘Laudate’ app have the daily 
readings.  Both are free and have a lot of information 
on them.    
 
Besides the bulletin there are many ways we try to 
communicate with you.  If you use the ‘My Parish’ 
app you will receive notifications of what is 
happening in the parish.  If you are on Facebook, 
“like” our page to get updates that way.  Also, be sure 
that we have a current e-mail address if you would 
like to receive messages from the office. 

Thank you for all the men and women who have 
served our country.  I have chosen "God Bless 
America" as a recessional song for the 4th of July. 
Here is a little bit of history of Irving Berlin's iconic 
song. 
 

Irving Berlin was born Israel Balin in Eastern Russia. 
His father was a cantor in their synagogue. They 
immigrated to the US to escape the attacks on their 
Jewish community. Berlin served in the army and 
originally wrote "God Bless America" to use in a 
musical number for troops during World War I, but the 
song didn't please him, and he stashed "God Bless 
America" away in a trunk as he did with songs that he 
wasn't quite satisfied with.  
 

Years later a singer, Kate Smith, commissioned a 
patriotic song for her to sing on her radio program to 
celebrate Armistice Day. Berlin pulled out going-off-
to-war piece from his trunk and reworked it into a 
song for peacetime. He once said, “I’d like to write a 
great peace song, but it’s hard to do, because you have 
trouble dramatizing peace.” But he did it, and it 
became such a success that Smith sang it as a sign off 
to her program each time which propelled it to be the 
iconic song we know today.  But for Berlin, it was a 
personal statement to the adopted country he loved so 
much. So many others loved it, too, that a movement 
grew for it to replace the national anthem.  Berlin 
opposed this.  
 

His daughter, Mary Ellin Barrett, said, “I came to 
understand that it wasn’t ‘God Bless America, land 
that we love.’ It was ‘God bless America, land 
that I love.’ It was an incredibly personal statement 
that my father was making, that anybody singing that 
song makes as they sing it. And I understood that that 
song was his ‘thank you’ to the country that had taken 
him in. It was the song of the immigrant boy who 
made good.” 
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Faith Formation Youth Ministries 

Happy Independence Day, everyone! 
 With many communities canceling public 
fireworks and social distancing measures still in place, 
this Fourth of July weekend probably feels very different. 
What doesn't change is the meaning of the celebration: 
the formal adoption of the Declaration of Independence 
and the beginning of the process of establishing a nation. 
 I would propose that Independence Day, more 
than just a celebration of freedom, was and remains a 
celebration of growth and of beginnings, of a willingness 
to innovate, to recognize what isn’t working and commit 
to creating something better. I think that idea sometimes 
gets lost amidst the more material traditions that we use 
to celebrate the holiday. These material traditions aren’t 
inherently bad, of course, but perhaps the lack of them 
can help us to better reflect on what it means to be truly 
free. 
 The Founding Fathers knew that they would be 
changing the status quo of their time, but they did it 
anyway. What was more, they cemented the idea of 
freedom by giving us a Constitution with amendments 
and with a process outlined for making amendments in 
the future. That was necessary, because despite the stated 
commitment to freedom, not everyone in America would 
be considered free for hundreds of years, and even today 
the status quo does not serve all people equally. Still, I 
think it’s important for us to recognize that the Founders 
gave us more than “freedom.” They started us on the path 
of growth by giving us the freedom to make changes, to 
adjust to new ideas, to be open to being just a bit radical, 
just as they were in their time. 
 As Christians, we have another example in Jesus, 
who was radical in his time. I’m not talking about in a 
modern left/right political way, but in a way that 
demonstrates an openness to confronting and helping to 
heal the problems of the world, even if that means going 
against the status quo. Though I wouldn’t describe him as 
anti-authoritarian, it’s a fact that Jesus regularly went 
against the grain and the status quo, proposing ideas that 
the elders and authority figures of the time found strange 
and often frightening. It’s struck me recently how radical 
one of Jesus’s primary teaching remains even today: love 
one another as I have loved you. How is it that this idea 
can persist and feel “normal” in theory but “radical” in 
practice? I’m reflecting on how it might have something 
to do with St. Paul’s opening in the second reading, 
which contrasts being ‘in the flesh” with being “in the 
spirit.” When “the Spirit of God dwells in you,” you are 
better able to live a truly free and often radical life. And 
that is something to celebrate. 
Peace, 
Allison 

Hello Everyone, 
 This weekend the United States of America 
celebrates Independence Day.  Last week the USCCB 
asked us to pray, reflect, and take actions on religious 
liberty, in this country and abroad.  These things prompted 
me to think about how often we interchange the words 
independence and freedom.  The word independence is 
defined as, freedom from the control, influence, support, 
aid, or the like, of others, and freedom is defined as,  the 
power to determine action without restraint.  I am asking 
you to think about independence and freedom not simply as 
words, but the way they influence our lives.  I would like to 
offer something the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
teaches about freedom; 
The more one does what is good, the freer one becomes. 
There is no true freedom except in the service of what is 

good and just. The choice to disobey and do evil is an 
abuse of freedom and leads to "the slavery of sin."   
     (CCC 1733) 

 Is independence a result of freedom?  Now I would 
like to pose the question, if we are striving to become truly 
free by doing good, how can we be independent of one 
another?  If true freedom lies in the service of what is good 
and just then in freedom don’t we serve one another? 
Blessings, 

Molly Wisdom 

 

 Our 2019-20 Faith Formation year 
came to an abrupt end and we were not able to have our 

end of the year celebration or say our goodbyes.   
Now I would like to thank the Wednesday evening and 
Sunday Children’s Liturgy of the Word catechists for 

giving of themselves throughout the year.   
Their valiant efforts will be reflected in these children as 
they grow in faith, question their faith, search for God in 

their lives and bask in his love! 
 

Jim Beauchamp  Bob Dodde 
Melanie Freeland Laurie Emelander 
Jamie Johnson  Kim Levesque 
Elizabeth LoPiparo Mark O’Gorman      
Katie Ojo                  Luisa Ortiz  
Kathy Roos               Jacob “Rusty” Rusticus  
Becky Vetter  Lynn Wagner  
Mackenzie Wagner Cathy Wells 

Lynie Huynh 
Mary Kennedy 

Christina, Athena & Audrey Klisz 
Jason, Kathy & Mackenzie Kasiorek 

 
I would also like to thank the RCIA team who lovingly and 
faithfully walked the journey with those who came into full 

communion with the Catholic Church! 

 

       Nancy Baum     Kathi Hagen       Randy Wisdom 

 

THANK YOU ALL! 



 

14th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
 
 9:00am Mass 
 
11:00am Mass 
 
 5:00pm Mass 

 8:00am Mass   8:00am Mass 3:30pm  
   Confession 
 
 5:00pm Mass 

 8:00am Mass 

Sunday, 5th Monday, 6th Tuesday,7th Wednesday, 8th 
Thursday, 9th Friday, 10rd Saturday, 11th 

 8:00am Mass 
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Financial News 

Financial Reflections 

.


