
May 25, 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 I hope this letter finds you doing well and looking forward to a new day.  After more than two 

months of shutdown, I have received a notice of the Diocese to resume church services at 25%, 

approximately 160 people, for now.  I do not know when we will be able to get back to normal at our full 

capacity. But, be assured that we will keep you posted and continue to serve your needs. 

 I have tried to communicate to you consistently all the directives and important messages from 

the Diocese at the beginning of and during the shutdown.  In time of crisis, I need to yield to Church 

leaders and civil authority to give us guidance and important instructions.  Besides, there have been 

numerous communications from various offices of the Diocese for me, the Parish staff, and the two 

councils (Pastoral & Financial) to process.  One of them was about keeping the Mass private.  I 

interpreted it as the priest does Mass without public participation.  That is why we do not livestream it 

weekly or do other things like passing out palms in the church parking lot for example.  Additionally, the 

Parish has not developed any plan for high tech communication except the recent improvement of the 

Parish website and phone system.  Also, the Diocese strongly admonished me not to hold any form of 

Mass Communion for the public.  In fact, it used the phrase “Spiritual hunger” to ask Catholics to endure 

and watch TV Mass during the shutdown.  However, know that I have prayed for you and carried on the 

parish work mostly on my own in that time. 

 As we resume Mass and Church services, I have come up with a protocol to screen out potential 

COVID-19 infected people and keep church worshippers safe.  You will be checked at Church entrances 

for COVID symptoms and asked to wear a mask and wash your hands before going to the inside of 

Church for Mass, confession, or any other Church activity.  If you have COVID symptoms, I ask you to 

self-quarantine at home to keep you and everyone else safe.  We will need lots of volunteers for each 

Mass to carry out the protocol and help keep the whole church safe for worship.  We also ask you to 

consider using electronic donation by filling out the enclosed form as the safer way to support our 

church.  I want to thank some of you who have sent in donations in the last two months to help us pay 

bills and parish staff.  If you have been blessed with good financial resources like the stimulus check, 

please consider donating part of it to our parish.  But, if you struggle with daily basic necessities, please 

contact our parish business manager for assistance. 

 This is a challenging and uncertain time.  We need all hands on deck and ask you to help us in a 

safe and possible way for you.  Be assured that the Parish staff and I will always work hard to keep you 

safe in our church and provide your spiritual needs.  If we fall short, please forgive and pray for us.  I will 

surely keep you and your loved ones in my prayers.  May the Lord continue to watch over our Parish and 

bring you a small Easter Miracle in the days ahead. 

In Christ’s peace and prayer, 

 



 

 We have received permission from the Bishop to resume our Mass celebrations 

this weekend, May 30 th & 31st. 

 Mass times will remain the same, 5pm Saturday, 9 & 11 am Sunday and 5 pm 

Sunday. 

 Attendance will be limited to 25% of our church capacity, which means no 

more than 160 people may attend each Mass.  

o If you are planning to attend Mass this weekend please call the parish 

office at 455-9310 and speak to a staff member, (please do not email or 

leave a voicemail). 

o The hours we can be reached are Thursday, noon-4 pm and Friday 9 am-

4 pm. 

o This way we can ensure that we do not exceed our capacity.  

 You may enter through door “A” or door “I”, (door “I” is located in the rear 

near the chapel). 

 If you have been in contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-1 or have any 

of the symptoms listed below, we ask that you stay safe and ensure the safety of 

those around you by observing self-quarantining practices; 

Fever  chills  muscle pain  headache 

sore throat  loss of taste or smell 

 Upon arrival you will take part in a screening process to include the following;  

o temperature monitoring, (non-invasive) 

o answering at risk questions  

 Social distancing must be maintained before, during and after Mass.  

 Please wash your hands before arriving. 

 Please bring your own hand sanitizer.  The parish has a limited supply on hand 

to accommodate anyone who may need to use some here.  

 Everyone must wear a face mask for the duration of Mass. Masks will not be 

required for children under the age of two.  If you do not have a mask, the 

parish has a limited number available.  

 To minimize contact; 

o hymnals and missals have been removed from all the pews 

o all holy water fonts will remain empty. 

o we will not hold hands during the Our Father and will bow only during 

the Sign of Peace. 

 Precious Blood will not be distributed for Holy Communion.   If you are 

wearing gloves please remove them before receiving the Blessed Sacrament.  


