
January 12th, 2020 Year A 

The Baptism of the Lord 

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord  
 

Hello everyone! 
I love the energy and focus that comes with the New Year. If Christmas focuses on 
charity and goodwill toward others, the New Year turns that same focus inward, 
toward self-improvement and growth. Even though this may sound more selfish,  
I love it because it shows our ability as humans to focus on reorienting and 
reinventing ourselves, renewing our commitment to becoming better stewards, 
servants, family members, and friends. 
It’s easy to get stuck on the surface in this quest for improvement, though, and so  
I don’t think it’s a coincidence that the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord takes place 
at this time of year. The readings remind us, during our earthly commitment to new 
resolutions, the higher purpose of our baptism and that call to renewal. When Jesus 
comes to John for baptism, he refers to it as something “to fulfill all righteousness,” 
– a genuine good. The words of God as the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus harken 
back to the words we hear in the reading from Isaiah, and in the second reading 
Peter identifies this moment as critical to Jesus’s ministry and message. From these 
readings, we know that Baptism is important. But how can we internalize that 
importance and better understand it in our lives today? 
I think that this question can be difficult to answer because our Baptism is so much a 
part of who we are and who we are called to be as disciples of Christ. Since it 
coincides with the New Year, however, we can start with the aspect of renewal. The 
readings remind us that this renewal and dedication to self-improvement is not 
meant to be done solely for our sake, but for the sake of service to God. They remind 
us that we are Beloved by God, but also that we are called to serve Him above all 
else, to bring our world and everything in it closer to the Lord. Isaiah tells us that 
this will not be through shows of traditional power, but through gentility and 
humility—in short, through following the example of Jesus, who fully committed 
himself to doing good for God and in the name of God. 
So, how can we remind ourselves of the importance of this call? How can our 
practical resolutions and focus on self-improvement find a place in the higher calling 
that we experience through the reminder of our Baptism? I pray that God will 
continually remind us of our commitment to serve Him in all that we do as we seek 
to answer these questions in the New Year. 
Peace, 
 

Allison 

Coordinator of Youth & Young Adults 
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PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION 
Parish Office 616-455-9310 
  1253 52nd St. SE 
  Kentwood, MI 49508 
Fax  616-455-4139 
Email address 
  witness@stmmagdalen.org 
Website address 
  www.stmmagdalen.org 
Facebook 
  St. Mary Magdalen Parish 
 

MASSES & SACRAMENT SCHEDULE 
Saturday  
  5:00 pm 
Sunday   
  9 am, 11:00 am, & 5:00 pm 
Mon, Wed - Fri  
  8:00 a.m. 
Adoration   
1st Friday of the month 
  8:30 am-6:30 pm   
Reconciliation 
Saturday  3:30-4:45 pm 
  Or by appointment if  
  necessary 
Baptism 
1st Sunday of the month 
  12:00 pm 
  Call Parish Office, 
  prep necessary 
Wedding 
  6 months preparation  
  Necessary. Call Parish  
  Office 
Anointing 
1st Saturday of the month 
  6:00pm 
Funeral 
  Call Parish Office 

Pastor  
Fr. Peter Vu, ext. 100            pvu@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Parish Secretary 
Laura Moore, ext. 107      lmoore@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Michelle Mason, ext. 112   mmason@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Coordinator of Faith Formation 
Molly Wisdom, ext. 103 mwisdom@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Coordinator of Youth & Young Adults 
Allison Hawkins, ext. 104 ahawkins@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Business Manager 
Joseph Hakeem, ext. 102   jhakeem@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Director of Music 
Emily Rushmore, ext. 105 erushmore@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Coordinator of Christian Services/Volunteers 
Ruth Bush, ext. 106         rbush@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Ministry of the Elderly, Homebound, & Grieving 
Sr. Agnes Mai Do, ext 117 mdo@stmmagdalen.org 
 

Housekeeping/Maintenance 
Brenda Bush, ext 109  Housekeeping 
Tim Olexa, 455-9310  Maintenance 
 

Pastoral Support & Councils 
Mike Wood   Deacon 
Joseph Nguyen   Sacristan & Liturgical Instructor 
 
 
Thomas Roos   Pastoral Council 
Patricia Snyder   Financial Council 

Kyle Friar   Dorothy Terpak 
Barbara Kuhn   Mary Schauer Oliver 
David Jean   Linda Papa 
Jeremiah Herrmann   Diane Asplund 
Camden Keeley   Roberta Hagen 
Rob Dordan   Max Witgen 
Orcelle LaLonde-Fordham  Paul Toohey 
Matt Potter   Potter Family 
Ruth Borek   John Chirco 
Robert Church   Kathy Fraher 
Dorothy Nelsen   Norma Reese 
Pam McDaniel   Robert Bowman 
Judy McCaffrey   Trudy Swing 
Sue Reynolds   Tim & Deb Pelletier  
Michelle Rhoades   Tayman & Bryson Sowers 
Ed Thomas   Tom & June Gabourie 
Henry Hartwell & Family  Marie Reynolds 
Richard Jennings   Ed Jacobs 
Ray Kulczyk   Jim Andrea 
Jack Harrington   Irene Crump 
 

Diocesan Mass Commemorating the 
Anniversary of Roe v. Wade 

 
On Wednesday, January 22, 2020, the nation will 
mark the 47th Anniversary of the decision of the 
U.S. Supreme Court, Roe v. Wade, legalizing 
abortions in the United States.  The Diocese of 
Grand Rapids will observe a Day of Prayer for the 
Legal Protection of Unborn Children on 
January 22.  As Catholics, we are deeply committed 
and concerned about the need to protect human 
life from the time of conception to natural death.  
Many prayer resources and ways you can 
participate can be found on the Diocesan webpage. 
On Wednesday, January 22, 2020, at 7:00 p.m., 
Bishop Walkowiak will celebrate Mass at the 
Cathedral of Saint Andrew giving thanks to God 
for the gift of human life.  

All are welcome! 



Saturday, January 11, 2020 
  5:00 pm  †Agnes & Peter by Mr & Mrs Jacques  
    Nguyen 

    †Mary Anna by Mr & Mrs Jacques Nguyen 
    †Eugenie Elizabeth by Mr & Mrs Jacques Nguyen 
Sunday, January 12, 2020 
  9:00 am  †Lisa Sheppard by Bob & Anne Click 
    †Carole Hojnacki by Fred & Lois Prysby 
11:00 am  Our Parish Community 
  5:00 pm  Ministries and Benefactors of St Mary  
    Magdalen 
Monday, January 13, 2020 
  8:00 am  †Nancy Ross by Steve Ross 
Wednesday, January 15, 2020 
  8:00 am  Bishop Walkowiak by St Mary Magdalen  
    Parish Community 
Thursday, January 16, 2020 
  8:00 am  †Lena Tognocchi by the Minerva Family 
Friday, January 17, 2020 
  8:00 am  Our Parish Community 
Saturday, January 18, 2020 
  5:00 pm  †Agnes & Peter by Mr & Mrs Jacques  
    Nguyen 

    †Mary Anna by Mr & Mrs Jacques Nguyen 
    †Eugenie Elizabeth by Mr & Mrs Jacques Nguyen 
Sunday, January 19, 2020 
  9:00 am  Current & Future Priests of the Diocese of  
    Grand Rapids  
11:00 am  The Deceased in Need of Prayer 
  5:00 pm  Visitors of St Mary Magdalen 

Please Pray for Our Military 
Josh Lemke,  Alex Beauchamp,  Gage Dionne, Thomas 

Church ,  Egan Simmons, Lindsey Garrett , Paul 
Beauchamp,  John Beauchamp,  Steve Jacobs, Sean 

Branagan, Scott Stockreef, Jon Fraher, Daniel Yonker, 
Carl Simmons, Stephen Galdys, Louis Carlson II 

Please remember the family and 
friends of Carole Hojnacki in your 
prayers. We celebrated her funeral 
Thursday, January 9th. 

Lectors for the Weekend of  
January 18th & 19th 

5 pm-   Joan Miller 
     Mike Bush 

     9 am-   Anthony Bielecki 
     Kevin Callaghan 
    11 am-  Elizabeth LoPiparo 
     Michelle Martin 
      5 pm-   Deanna McGowan 
     Luisa Ortiz 

Scripture Readings for the Week of January 12, 2020 
Sunday The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
 Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 9-10;  
 Acts 10:34-38; Mt 3:13-17 
Monday Saint Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the  
 Church 
 1 Sm 1:1-8; Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19;  
 Mk 1:14-20 
Tuesday 1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd;Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a,  
 8b-9, 10; Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday 1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25;  
 Mk 1:40-45 
Friday Memorial of Saint Anthony, Abbott 
 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-17, 18-19;  
 Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19, 10:1; Ps 21:2-3, 4-7;  
 Mk 2:13-17 
Sunday Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10;  
 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34 

Women’s Guild Meeting 
 

The next St Mary Magdalen’s Women’s 
Guild meeting will be Thursday, January 
16th.. They will meet at 11:15 am at East 
Garden Buffet, 6038 Kalamazoo Ave SE.  
All women of the parish are invited to 
attend. 
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We have a new Lost and Found box. 
It is located near the Ministry Room, under the 
coat rack. If you have lost anything, take a 
look. If you find anything, please put it here. 

Our parish is diverse and rich in culture & 
backgrounds. Some of our parishioners 
would like to learn English and get to know 
the American culture. If you are 
interested in learning English or 
teaching English, classes will be 
Tuesday/Thursday at 9:30am &  
4:00 pm. 

Like our daily coffee and tea, Fr. Peter Vu tries to 
keep the two daily sayings and their reflections 
short and sweet in his new Book “Inspiration 
Coffee & Wisdom Tea: Daily Delights at the 
Divine Coffeehouse”. This book is designed to give 
us a quick spiritual boost as we try to run from one 
task to another in our busy schedule. Although the 
short-term goal of this book is to help us get 
through each day with joy and purpose, its long-term focus is to fine 
tune our characters and make us better people at home, at work, at 
worshiping place, in the neighborhood, and in other places. It is a 
wonderful New Year gift for yourself, your family, or your friends!!  



This weekend following all Masses we will have the 
After-Mass Appeal. Campaign volunteers are available 
at our table in the gathering area to answer questions 
and assist parishioners in filling out pledge cards. 
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Touched by Mercy, a Day for those 
Affected by Suicide will be held at the 

Franciscan Life Process Center, Lowell Campus, 
11650 Downes St. NE Lowell, MI  49331 on 

Saturday, February 8, 10:00 am - 3:00 
pm.  Join Sister Colleen Ann Nagle, FSE, MA 
and Father Ron Hutchinson, MA for a special 

day of reflection, sharing and prayer for those 
who have been affected by the suicide of a 

loved one.  Please go to 
touchedbymercy2020.eventbrite.com to 

register.  

Do you experience same sex attraction and seek to live 
a chaste life in accordance with the teachings of the 

Catholic Church?  
“Before all else comes the individual person,” Pope Francis 
wrote, “and people should not be defined only by their 
sexual tendencies. We are all destined to receive his infinite 
love.” The Courage apostolate welcomes men and women 
who experience same-sex attraction as brothers and sisters 
in Christ and helps them to respond to their vocation as 
sons and daughters of God, created in his image and 
likeness. Together with a priest, Courage members strive 
for chastity, build authentic friendships, and grow in 
holiness. For more information, call 616-288-0914 or email 
courage@grdiocese.org 

 

Faithful God,  
help us to live out our mission in the Church.  Help your 
people know their vocation in life and prepare for it.  
Give those whom you call to be priests and religious the 
grace to respond generously and to persevere faithfully.  
We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

BISHOP DAVID J. WALKOWIAK ASKS US TO  
 

PRAY FOR OUR SEMINARIANS 

 

Pray for: 
 

Chris T. Epplett 

University of St. Mary of the Lake/  

Mundelein Seminary 

1000 East Maple Ave. 

Mundelein, IL  60060 

https://touchedbymercy2020.eventbrite.com/
https://touchedbymercy2020.eventbrite.com/
mailto:courage@grdiocese.org
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Christian Services 

 Help will be needed on Monday, January 13 at 5 
p.m. to decorate the church for Ordinary Time.  There is 
a lot to do, so many hands will make light work. 

+++ 
 There is still time to get your tickets for the 
Wines & Steins event that is happening on Saturday, 
January 25th.  This year’s theme is ‘Vineyards, Tankards 
& Orchards’.  There will be plenty to eat and drink.  
Tickets are $30 and there are a limited number of tickets 
available.  Tickets will be available for purchase in the 
Gathering Area after this and next weekend's masses.  

+++ 
 Soup’s On For All! has 
warmed the hearts of thousands 
while helping to provide hot meals 
for those in need. Held at the B.O.B 
in downtown Grand Rapids, on 
January 27th from 6:30 pm to 9:30 
pm, the event raises more than 
$100,000 annually for the food and 
pantry programs of God’s Kitchen, 
a program of Catholic Charities West Michigan.  This 
fun-filled evening welcomes more than 1,000 attendees 
and is made possible with the support of more than 150 
volunteers. Guests can visit each of the building’s five 
floors where they are able to sample soups, breads and 
desserts donated by area restaurants while enjoying live 
music and entertainment. Throughout the year, 
volunteers hand paint thousands of soup bowls. Each 
guest selects a bowl as a souvenir of the evening — and 
a reminder that hunger is a reality every day for many in 
our community. 

+++ 
 Children being treated for 
cancer, premature infants, and 
children having surgery need blood 
and platelets from donors of all 
types, especially type O. Become a 
hero to these young children by 

signing up at our next blood drive on February 2nd which 
will be held in the B.A.C. 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  Any 
healthy person 19 or older who weighs at least 112 
pounds may be eligible to donate. Donors who are 16 
require parental consent. Donors age 16, 17, and 18 have 
special height and weight requirements. 

+++ 
 The St Mary Magdalen Men’s Group and the 
Knights of Columbus would like to invite all the 
parishioners of St Mary Magdalen to a family friendly 
game night after the 5pm Mass on Saturday,  
February 15th.  We will have food, punch, and fun for 
the whole family.  Look for a sign-up sheet in the 
Gathering Area soon. 

The Christmas season will come to a close with this 
weekend’s feast of the Baptism of the Lord.  Five 
different music groups prepared and played music for 
our Christmas liturgies. If you know a member of these 
groups, please thank them for their hard work. At the 
close of this season I want to acknowledge the people 
that contributed greatly to the season’s beauty during 
mass. I especially want to thank the following for going 
above and beyond this Christmas: 
 
Pam Smereka- thank you for running the Youth Choir 
with me and sharing valuable input in music and choral 
matters.  I have learned a lot from you and I am grateful 
for your help and talent! 
 
Scott, Audrey, Richard, Sandy, Pam, and Michelle: 
Thank you for lending your gorgeous voices to duets and 
quartets this Christmas.  Each song gave beauty to the 
liturgy.  
 
Angela Bayes and Cameron Gouin- Thank you for 
sharing your talent with us. The strings were so beautiful 
at the Christmas Eve 10pm mass.  
 
John Stipe- Thank you for your tireless work helping me 
with the Saturday Night Ensemble and coordinating 
extra rehearsals for Christmas.  
 
Barb Kocachik, Anne Click and Michelle Seguin-
  Thank you for sharing your talent and enthusiasm in the 
new Sunday Morning Ensemble group.  
 
Saturday Night Ensemble- Thank you for the extra 
rehearsals, for being flexible, and the gift of your time 
and talent- and your willingness to try new music.  
 
Adult Choir- Thank you for your time and your talent. It 
was a joy to work with you this Christmas as always.  
 
Bell Choir- Thank you for your persistence!  It has been 
exciting to watch the group grow from its rebirth last 
year to seeing the music you can play now.  The bells 
add a festive touch and musical color that made 
Christmas Eve that much more special.  
 
Children's Choir- You are a joy to work with! 
Wednesday afternoons with you leave me with a smile. 
Thank you for showing up and sharing your voices- and 
your joy- with the parish.  
 
I want to especially thank the office staff- Laura, 
Michelle, and Allison- who went above and beyond to 
help me with the worship aids. And to Molly and Ruth 
who helped me with the Liturgical Appreciation Dinner.  

Emily  
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Faith Formation 

Are you celebrating a January 
Wedding Anniversary? Would you 
like it in our bulletin or blessed by 
Father Peter at Mass? Please let the 
office know! We love celebrating 
with the families of St Mary 
Magdalen. 

Hello Everyone, 
 I wanted to take the 
opportunity to shed some light 
on an upcoming event, our 
Couples Retreat.  In 2004, as a 
way of supporting the 
Sacrament of Marriage, the 
pastoral staff began offering 
an annual retreat.  From that 
first endeavor, we have been 
honored each February to 
invite married couples to join 
us for an evening.  The 
evening begins in a group 
setting with hors d'oeuvres 
and beverages.  Once couples have had a chance to mingle 
with friends and meet new people, we proceed to the dining 
room for the main event.  Each couple is seated at one end 
of a table with a divider in between to offer some privacy.  
Following an opening prayer, couples are offered a menu 
for dinner.  Out menu is a little different from what you will 
find in a restaurant. In our menu couples will find the 
description of a four course meal.  With each course the 
retreat unfolds.  As a course is served, couples are asked to 
reflect and discuss the spiritual offering that accompanies 
that course.  The conversation is private and relates to the 
couple’s relationship.  The reflections and conversations 
change each year with the theme of the retreat but all focus 
on the marriage.  Following the dessert course, couples are 
invited to a prayer service to complete the evening.   
 Whether you have been married for one month or 
for sixty years this evening offers you the opportunity to 
take time away from the busyness of life and focus on your 
covenantal relationship.  If you are interested in coming, 
please sign up in the Gathering Area. 
God’s Blessings, 
Molly Wisdom 

 

ATTN:  Middle School Retreat-High School Leaders 
Meetings are beginning; HS students that would like to 
be leaders for this year's MS Retreat are invited to attend 

the development meetings from 12:30-3:30 pm in the 
Family Center on the following Sundays;  

January 19th January 26th 
February 2nd February 9th February 16th 

Retreat Weekend is Friday February 21st - Sunday, 
February 23rd

 

SMM Knights of Columbus 
The Knights of Columbus would like to thank the parish 
community for their support of the parish breakfasts.  It has 
been an incredible opportunity to serve the parish, but the 
chapter will be looking forward to new endeavors as they 
fulfil their commitment to enrich and serve the parish and 
the Church.  Thank you again for your support. 

THANK YOU! 

The parish would like to thank the engaged couples who 
attended this weekend’s Pre-Cana experience and the 

married couples that supported them in helping to prepare 
them to celebrate and live the Sacrament of Marriage. 



 

The Baptism of 
the Lord 

 
9:00 am Youth Mass  
   w/ CLW 
11:00 am Mass w/  
   CLW 
5:00 pm Mass 
6:15 pm Youth  
   Fellowship 

 
8:00: am Mass 
5:00 pm Remove  
   Church Christmas  
   Decorations  

 
9:00 am Rosary  
   Group 
9:30 am Morning  
   Bible Study 
9:30 am English  
   Language Class 
4:00 pm English  
   Language Class 
7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

 
8:00 am Mass 
9:00 am Scripture 
   Study 
4:30 pm Youth  
   Choir 
5:15 pm Family  
   Dinner 
6:15 pm Faith  
   Formation 
8:00 pm Men of  
   Emmaus 

8:00 am Young  
   Adult Fellowship  
10:00 am  
   Confirmation Service  
   Project 

3:30 pm  
   Confession 
4:15 pm  Ensemble  
   Practice 
5:00 pm Mass 

 
8:00 am Mass 

Sunday, 12th Monday, 13th Tuesday, 14st Wednesday, 15th Thursday, 16th Friday, 17th Saturday, 18th 

Financial News 

 
8:00 am Mass 
9:30 am English  
   Language Class 
11:30 am Women’s  
   Guild Meeting 
4:00 pm English  
   Language Class 
7:00 Pastoral 
   Council Meeting 
7:10 pm Adult Choir 
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Are you discerning the Priesthood?   
 
Gifted and Called is a discernment 
opportunity sponsored by the diocesan 
Office of Priestly Vocations.  Each 
month, young men (ages 16-35) are 
invited to gather and discern God’s will 
for their lives.  They meet at St. Robert 
Catholic Church in Ada from 4:30– to 
5:30 pm  Men are also personally invited to attend the 6 pm 
Sunday Mass.  This year’s Gifted and Called discernment 
opportunities are offered on the following Sundays:  Oct. 20, 
Nov. 17, Jan. 19, Feb. 16, March 15, Apr. 19, and May 17.  
Feel free to show up or call to let us know you are coming at 
616-288-0910.  Questions, email Fr. Stephen Durkee 
(sdurkee@dioceseofgrandrapids.org). 

Financial Reflections 
 

You may light another’s candle at your 
own without risk.  

– Danish proverb 


