January 5th, 2020 Year A
The Epiphany of the Lord

Merry Christmas! I saw on Facebook the other day a meme: “If you’re sad that Christmas
is over, just remember, it’s actually not. Come party with us Catholics, where Christmas
has just begun!” Yes, the Christmas Season in the Roman calendar extends to January 12
with the Feast of the Baptism of Christmas. (Before Vatican II’s re-arrangement of the
calendar, the Christmas Season extended to February 2, The Feast of the Presentation!)
This is why we will continue to sing Christmas hymns at Mass over the next two weeks.
Last week Father Peter shared a few new opportunities for people to get involved in the
parish. I’d like to share the opportunities we have to get involved in the music department.
Saturday Night Ensemble is a group of instrumentalists and singers that meet at 4pm to
rehearse and sing at the 5pm Mass year round. Attendance is come as you are able.
Sunday Morning Ensemble meets at 8am and sings for the 9am Mass year round. It is a
newly formed group with a dedicated core but could benefit from more singers.
Adult Choir meets during the school year. Rehearsals are 7pm Thursday evenings and will
resume Jan 9. This group sings at the 11am Sunday Mass and is responsible for the main
Christmas Vigil and Easter Vigil Masses. Ability to read music is not essential but is
beneficial. Our choir would benefit from more members, currently.
Youth Choir is for children grades 1 through 8. This newly formed group is a good
balance of younger singers and pre-teens. I have been excited to watch it grow! This group
sings at the 9am Mass the second week of every month. Rehearsals for this group are
Wednesdays from 4:30-5:15 and resumes January 15.
Bell Choir uses handbells to add color and festivity to our major feasts. Rehearsals are 6pm
Thursday evenings and will resume in February. The ability to read music is very helpful.
Cantors sing the psalm and congregational hymns when a choir is not present. Cantors are
needed year round at the Sunday 5pm Mass as well as during the summer season at various
Masses. This is an audition-based role.
Funeral Choir is a lovely ministry that sings at funerals held at this parish. Singers
participate as their schedule allows. Funerals are usually scheduled for 11am; the choir
meets to rehearse at 10:15.
Please contact me at erushmore@stmmagdalen or call the parish office to inquire more.
I would love to meet you. Thank you for helping grow our music ministry
Emily Rushmore
Music Director
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5:00 pm
9 am, 11:00 am, & 5:00 pm

8:00 a.m.
Adoration
1st Friday of the month
8:30 am-6:30 pm
Reconciliation
Saturday
3:30-4:45 pm
Or by appointment if
necessary
Baptism
1st Sunday of the month
12:00 pm
Call Parish Office,
prep necessary
Wedding
6 months preparation
Necessary. Call Parish
Office
Anointing
1st Saturday of the month
6:00pm
Funeral
Call Parish Office

Parish Secretary
lmoore@stmmagdalen.org

Laura Moore, ext. 107

Joseph Hakeem, ext. 102

Business Manager
jhakeem@stmmagdalen.org

Emily Rushmore, ext. 105

Director of Music
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Ministry of the Elderly, Homebound, & Grieving
Sr. Agnes Mai Do, ext 117 mdo@stmmagdalen.org
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Tim Olexa, 455-9310
Mike Wood
Joseph Nguyen
Thomas Roos
Patricia Snyder

Housekeeping/Maintenance
Housekeeping
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Pastoral Support & Councils
Deacon
Sacristan & Liturgical Instructor
Pastoral Council
Financial Council

Is the Church Closed?

Kyle Friar
Barbara Kuhn
David Jean
Jeremiah Herrmann
Camden Keeley
Rob Dordan
Orcelle LaLonde-Fordham
Matt Potter
Ruth Borek
Robert Church
Dorothy Nelsen
Pam McDaniel
Judy McCaffrey
Sue Reynolds
Michelle Rhoades
Ed Thomas
Carole Hojnacki
Richard Jennings
Ray Kulczyk
Jack Harrington
Marie Reynolds

Dorothy Terpak
Mary Schauer Oliver
Linda Papa
Diane Asplund
Roberta Hagen
Max Witgen
Paul Toohey
Potter Family
John Chirco
Kathy Fraher
Norma Reese
Robert Bowman
Trudy Swing
Tim & Deb Pelletier
Tayman & Bryson Sowers
Tom & June Gabourie
Henry Hartwell & Family
Ed Jacobs
Jim Andrea
Irene Crump

The Church does not close often, but in case of
extremely bad weather, no power, etc., please
check WZZM or WOOD TV or our website
for closing information.
For Faith Formation classes, if Kentwood
Public Schools are closed, we will not have
classes that night.
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Saturday, January 4, 2020
5:00 pm
†Agnes & Peter by Mr & Mrs Jacques
Nguyen
†Mary Anna by Mr & Mrs Jacques Nguyen
†Eugenie Elizabeth by Mr & Mrs Jacques
Nguyen
Sunday, January 5, 2020
9:00 am
†Paul Kridler by the Mason Family
11:00 am
Volunteers of St Mary Magdalen
5:00 pm
Visitors of St Mary Magdalen
Monday, January 6, 2020
8:00 am
“Our Shepherds, Our Future” Capital
Campaign
Wednesday, January 8, 2020
8:00 am
†Elizabeth Hensell by Jack Hensell
Thursday, January 9, 2020
8:00 am
†Peter & Kathleen Huizinga by the Family
Friday, January 10, 2020
8:00 am
Children in Foster care , awaiting adoption or
aging out of the system
Saturday, January 11, 2020
5:00 pm
†Agnes & Peter by Mr & Mrs Jacques
Nguyen
†Mary Anna by Mr & Mrs Jacques Nguyen

Lectors for the th
Weekend of
January 11 & 12th
5 pm- Linda Westbrook
MaryLou Watterson
9 am- Youth Lector
Youth Lector
11 am- Tom Buettner
Laurie Emelander
5 pm- Theresa Taggart
Jamie Taggart
Please Pray for Our Military
Josh Lemke, Alex Beauchamp, Gage Dionne, Thomas
Church , Egan Simmons, Lindsey Garrett , Paul
Beauchamp, John Beauchamp, Steve Jacobs, Sean
Branagan, Scott Stockreef, Jon Fraher, Daniel Yonker,
Carl Simmons, Stephen Galdys

The word “epiphany” comes from the Greek epiphainen,
a verb that means "to shine upon," "to manifest," or “to
make known.” Thus, the feast of the Epiphany
celebrates the many ways that Christ has made Himself
known to the world, mainly the three events that
manifested the mission and divinity of Christ: the visit
of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12), the baptism of Jesus
(Mark 1:9-11), and the miracle at Cana (John 2:1-11).

†Eugenie Elizabeth by Mr & Mrs Jacques Nguyen

Sunday, January 12, 2020
9:00 am
Bishop Walkowiak by St Mary Magdalen
Parish Community
11:00 am
Our Parish Community
5:00 pm
Ministries and Benefactors of St Mary
Magdalen

We Need Chili!

Our Annual Chili Cookoff is next Saturday,
January 11th at 6 pm.
We are still in need of
wonderful Chilis to share
with the Parish and
compete to see whose is
the best. Please contact
the office if you would
like to register.
We have a new Lost and Found box.
It is located near the Ministry Room,
under the coat rack. If you have lost
anything, take a look. If you find
anything, please put it here.

Scripture Readings for the Week of January 5, 2020
Sunday
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13;
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12
Monday
Saint André Bessette, Religious
1 Jn 3:22-4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday
Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest
1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mk
6:45-52
Thursday
1 Jn 4:19—5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc,
17; Lk 4:14-22
Friday
1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15,
19-20; Lk 5:12-16
Saturday
1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5-6a &
9b; Jn 3:22-30
Sunday
The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 9-10;
Acts 10:34-38; Mt 3:13-17
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BISHOP DAVID J. WALKOWIAK ASKS US TO

PRAY

FOR

OUR SEMINARIANS

Heavenly Father,
We give you thanks and praise for your son, Jesus
Christ. Send your Holy Spirit to inspire holy, faithful
men to minister as priests. Lord, we pray for your
grace to encourage and support our seminarians as
they endeavor to become priests. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. Amen..

Pray for:

Matthew M. Jandernoa
St. John Vianney College Seminary
2115 Summit Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55105

This weekend following all Masses we will have the
After-Mass Appeal. Campaign volunteers are available
at our table in the gathering area to answer questions
and assist parishioners in filling out pledge cards.

Touched by Mercy, a Day for those
Affected by Suicide w ill be held at the
Franciscan Life Process Center, Lowell Campus,
11650 Downes St. NE Lowell, MI 49331 on
Saturday, February 8, 10:00 am - 3:00
pm. Join Sister Colleen Ann Nagle, FSE, MA
and Father Ron Hutchinson, MA for a special
day of reflection, sharing and prayer for those
who have been affected by the suicide of a
loved one. Please go to
touchedbymercy2020.eventbrite.com to
register.
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Christian Services
Dear Fr. Peter and the
parishioners of St. Mary
Magdalen,
Thank you for your Advent
giving of baby essential items
for HELP Pregnancy Crisis
Aid. Because of your
generosity we are ready to
provide for the many needs that come through our
door. Looking back at 2019, we lovingly and
compassionately served 3500 clients in the unique
circumstances that came our way. We can only do this
because of your dedicated support of HELP’s mission
in creating a ‘culture of life’ for everyone.
May the blessings you bestow on us return to you a
hundredfold.
Thank you,
Paula Veneklase, Executive Director
HELP Pregnancy Crisis Aid
+++
The annual Chili Cook-off, hosted by the Men’s
Group, will be held on Saturday, January 11, after the
5:00 pm Mass. Good, hot chili helps to keep winter at
bay! Do you have a favorite chili recipe that you
would like to share? Spicy, mild, or in-between, we
love them all! The winning chili(s) will be rewarded
and recognized! Not a cook? This event is open to all
parishioners to come and taste chili for a very low
price! There is nowhere in the city you could eat
better on that night! If you would plan to bring a chili,
or if you need more info, contact Mike
at Mensgroup@stmmagdalen.org.
+++
January 25, 2020 will be our Wines & Steins event.
This is a very popular event and tickets are limited and
sell out fast. This is your opportunity for you to
sample wines and craft beers along with hard ciders.
There will be plenty of food to sample as well.
Tickets are $30 and will go on sale next week.
+++
Help will be needed on Monday, January 13th at 5 p.m.
to decorate the church for Ordinary Time. There is a
lot to do, so many hands will make light work.
+++
Today we remember the three wise men from the East
who came to pay homage to the infant Jesus, bringing
Him rich gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The
gifts we bring --- our time, service, and some share of
what we earn for the work we do --- are equally
precious in his sight.

This Week In The Parish
Are you celebrating a January
Wedding Anniversary? Would
you like it in our bulletin or
blessed by Father Peter at Mass?
Please let the office know! We
love celebrating with the families
of St Mary Magdalen.
Our parish is diverse and rich in culture
& backgrounds. Some of our
parishioners would like to learn English
and get to know the American culture.
If you are interested in learning
English or teaching English, classes
start January 7th.Classes will be
Tuesday/Thursday at 9am & 4 pm.
The Men of Emmaus
would like to invite all men of the parish to join us in
prayerful refection/discussion of the week’s upcoming
readings every Wednesday night at 8 pm in the
Family Center, Room 3.

The Young Adult Group
will be meeting Friday,
January 10th at 7 pm.
Everyone between 18
and 30 years old are
invited to attend. They
meet in the Family
Center.
Reserve a Mass for your Intentions

Would you like to give this gift
of prayer? We have Masses
available for a free will offering
(suggested donation $10).
Please visit or call the church
office, at 616.455.9310, to
reserve a Mass.
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Youth Ministries

Faith Formation

Happy New Year, everyone!
As I come back from the holiday season, I often
find that it’s difficult to settle back into a “regular” routine.
Trying to recalibrate into the normal day to day after a
break can be tough, especially when you’re not entirely
sure what qualifies as “normal” in the first place.
Fortunately, I’m helped by the start of leader
meetings for the upcoming middle school retreat in
February. Even though planning for this retreat starts in
November, January signals the next step of the process,
when all of our high schoolers come together to learn about
how they can lead the upcoming retreat.
I know it’s listed below as well, but high school
leader meetings for this year’s middle school retreat start
Sunday, January 19th, after the 11am Mass. I want to stress
just how important (and fun!) these meetings are for our
high school students. Leadership skills don’t stop at retreat
prep—they carry over to all sorts of projects and events.
The unique way in which St. Mary Magdalen prepares our
students for leadership roles has always been a source of
pride for me. As someone who went through this process as
a student, I can attest to how worthwhile it is to attend these
meetings and learn what it means to lead.
These meetings are also a blast. They’re great for
getting to know one another, and of course there are always
snacks. And who doesn’t like snacks? So mark your
calendars for January 19th and get excited for retreat
planning: phase two!
Peace,
Allison

Happy New Year!
Heading into the New Year, we had lots of
questions about what our plans were. It is funny how
things have changed; I remember when my New Year’s
Eve plans were set into motion by Thanksgiving. I knew
where I would be, who I would be with and even what I
was going to wear. Then, life changed and the plans began
to revolve around what we could do that was family
friendly. I have such great memories of both of those times
in my life. Now we are at the stage in our lives where we
are back to making our own plans and hoping to stay awake
until midnight.
This trip down memory lane reminded me of all of
the hopes and dreams that each New Year has brought with
it. I have prayed for the wellbeing of not only those I love,
but for all of God’s children. I have prayed for peace,
enlightenment, joy. I have prayed that burdens would be
eased and that generosity would prevail. And I will admit,
that I have prayed for myself and the things that I thought I
wanted and needed at the time. As I head into 2020, the
prayer of St. Francis is repeating in my head. So my prayer
for myself and for all of you is;
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.
God’s blessings as we welcome in 2020!
Molly Wisdom

Youth Ministry Upcoming Dates and Reminders
If you were not able to attend the meeting regarding the
Mission Trip to Memphis, TN, please contact Allison in
the parish office to get the required information for the trip.
Thank you!
~+~+~+~+~

We have sent out the Breitenstein Scholarship instructions
to all high school seniors. If you haven’t received it by the
end of next week, please contact the office.
~+~+~+~+~

Our next Young Adult Group meeting is Friday,
January 10th, at 7pm.
~+~+~+~+~

Our next Youth Fellowship night will be
January 12th at 6:15 pm.
~+~+~+~+~

High school leader meetings for the Middle School Retreat
will begin on Sunday, January 19th, from 12:30-3:30. We’ll
be having these meetings from the 19th until the Middle
School Retreat weekend (February 21st-23rd) We look
forward to seeing you there!
~+~+~+~+~

Any high school juniors interested in being on the sub-core
committee for Middle School Retreat should contact
Allison in the office this week.

Couples Retreat:
Saturday, February 8, 2020, 6—9 PM

This retreat is an evening of dining, reflection and
conversation that focuses on marriage as a sacrament.
Couples will have the opportunity to mingle with friends,
share an intimate dinner, and embark on a journey that will
reaffirm the vows that they made. Registration will be
available in the Gathering Area soon.
Parish Breakfast
Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
Sunday, January 12th, following the 9 am Mass
A portion of the proceeds help support the
Breitenstein Scholarship Fund
Mark Your Calendars!
Sunday, January 5th-2nd Grade Sacramental Family
Prep Class noon-2:30
Wednesday, January 8-FF CLASSES RESUME
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Financial News
Did you know…..
…that last fiscal year, we paid almost $49,000 for utilities (heat, light and water), and that costs for those
were projected to increase by 3% for this current year?
…that monthly, we tithe 2.5% of our offertory collection to the Benevolent Fund, from which we provide
emergency utility and shelter assistance to the community, as well as assistance to our “sister parish” in
Dubois, Haiti for food, education and medical services?
….the we also tithe an additional 2.5% of our offertory collection to our savings account with the Diocese for
long-term repairs and improvements, such as for the parking lot repairs and roof replacement when
needed?
…that we cannot do ANY of these things without year-round support from YOU, members of the parish
community. And by giving electronically, your support is assured, even if you’re not with us every
weekend. Contact the Parish Office to sign up.
Sunday, 5th
The Epiphany of
the Lord
8:30 am Rosary
9:00 am Mass w/
CLW
10:00 am Coffee &
Donuts
11:00 am Mass w/
CLW
12:00 pm Baptism
12:00 pm 2nd Grade
Sacramental Prep
5:00 pm Mass

Monday, 6th
8:00: am Mass

Tuesday, 7st
11:00 am English
Language Class
4:00 pm English
Language Class
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm K of C
Meeting

Wednesday, 8th
8:00 am Mass
9:00 am Scripture
Study
4:30 pm Youth
Choir
5:15 pm Family
Dinner
6:15 pm Faith
Formation
8:00 pm Men of
Emmaus

Thursday, 9th
8:00 am Mass
11:00 am English
Language Class
4:00 pm English
Language Class
7:00 Finance
Council Meeting
7:10 pm Adult Choir

Friday, 10th
8:00 am Mass
7:00 pm Young
Adult
7:00 pm Pre Cana
Class

Saturday, 11th
9:00 am Pre Cana
Class
3:30 pm
Confession
4:15 pm Ensemble
Practice
5:00 pm Mass
6:00 pm Chili Cook
Off

