August 9, 2011
Dear people of the parish community of St. Mary Magdalen,
May God’s peace and joy remain abundantly in your hearts and homes.  After discussion, revision and planning, we have finalized this year’s Faith Formation schedule for all parishioners.  We will once again be using the Faith First Legacy Edition series in our Elementary and Middle School classrooms.  This series allows us to reach the catechetical objectives set by the National Directory for Catechesis and devote ourselves to the basic and essential doctrines and practices of our Catholic faith. Lessons also include topics that encourage spiritual development and strengthening of Christian identity.  To do this in the most effective way we are once again requiring each student in grades 1-7 purchase a student book.  This allows the catechists to offer a comprehensive lesson plan, offers the children a concrete experience of the lesson and gives parents the opportunity to see what the children have learned and discuss the lesson with them.  
Please note:

· A calendar of class dates and pertinent information has been enclosed with this letter.
· Students in grades 1-8 are expected to attend all classes.  
· Class cost and purchases:

· Each student in grades 1-7, will purchase a student book, which costs $16.50.  Please pay for the book when registering your student.  (Financial aid is available, see registration form.) 
· 8th Grade students will pay $10.00 to cover the cost of materials.

· High School students will pay $10.00 to cover the cost of materials.
· The student books will be given out at the first class.  The books will remain in the classrooms throughout the formation year.  The weekly lesson will be sent home with the student.  At the end of the formation year the books with all of the remaining lessons will be sent home with the student.

· We will once again offer a dinner beginning at 5:15 P.M. followed by communal prayer and class beginning at 6:15 P.M.  Classes end at 7:45 with parents meeting their children at the classrooms.
· Please note that classrooms are not open prior to 6:30 p.m. and parents should bring their child into the church to participate in the prayer service prior to the beginning of class.

· Because the public school systems in the area offer a comprehensive program on safety, we are no longer required to include the Protecting God’s Children classes as part of our curriculum.  Parents of home schooled children or any parent that would like to present the lessons at home will be given the materials upon request.

· We are proud to offer, for a ninth year, our preschool program of Wee Ones Worship, (W.O.W.). 

· Classes are held during the 9 A.M. Mass for children ages 3, 4, and 5 and includes children who attend Kindergarten.  

· Registration space is included on the family registration form.

· Classes begin on September 18th; a schedule will be given to parents on the first day of class.
· Adult Class Offerings
· The General Instruction to the Roman Missal-Take this opportunity to experience and understand the changes that are taking place in the Roman Missal.
· Class Dates; 9/21, 9/ 28, 10/5 & 10/12.
· History and Traditions of the Mass-Explore how the celebration of Word and Eucharist continued after its institution at the Last Supper and connect that with the Mass we know.  
· Class Dates; 10/19, 10/26, 11/2, 11/9 & 11/16.

· Rediscovering Catholicism-Explore Matthew Kelly’s inspiring book as a tool to reconnect, rediscover or revitalize your faith.  The cost of the book will be $5.00.
· Class Dates; 11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 1/4, 1/11, 1/18, 2/1, 2/8, 2/15, 2/29, 3/7, 3/14, 3/21, 3/28, 4/18, 4/25 & 5/2.
How can you register?
· You can mail the completed registration form to the Parish Office.

· If you are unable to return the Registration form that accompanied this letter, you can print another copy by visiting www.stmmagdalen.org.  (The form is located under the Faith Formation section.)  
· Most importantly, if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact the Parish Office.  We will be glad to assist you.


We pray that the entire parish family – from the youngest to the oldest – will seize the opportunity offered in this year’s Faith Formation Program so that our relationship with God can be deepened and our bonds with the world and with one another can be strengthened.
Sincerely,

Molly Wisdom

Coordinator of Faith Formation
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